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TO 

My tady Cafwall' 

Madam, 

I Do set ia thd lesft - 
1 qsaeftlon but that the 
World win be very 
'Atuch fur^riii'd ttrfe« 
' jiorit Natiw prefixed f# 
(his little Bsofc, znd I fliall b« 
generaBy' eeHfiired for liying fiich a 
Trifle at four Latfylhip's Pe«. 
Tfile beft ApolMjy I catij ittake for 
myfelf, and the fcveral Faults ^irtusiVl 
jrt/rr Be Biet with in this '^ot^, 
A J vs, 




iv The DtiyiCATiaN. 

is, that when I fet about it, I had 
Bot tlie leaft thoughts of prcfenting 
it to -your Ladyfhip, It was fi- 
ftifh'd, and in thePrcfs, fome timq 
before you made Sir George the 
happy Man he now is; yet would 
I not lofe the firft Opportunity I 
had of paying my Refpc£ls, where 
they were fo juftly due, efpecially 
wliene Duty was even exceeded by 
Inclinationv 

BUT, tho the Liberty I have ta- 
ken be very great, yet cannot 
any one juftfy blame me, if they 
do but refleft on one Point I hope 
to gain by it : All who know youp 
Ladyfliip, kno\y' you are fprung 
from a Family^ wher«, amongft o- 
ther Qualities, Wit and good Senfe 
feeip hereditary, and whofe Ladies 
are anOrnamis^nt to Learning. What 
I advance cannot, furely, bethought 
Flattery by the moft CeivCocious^ 
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e&ecially at a time when, from one 
otthefe Ladies, we daily expefl: the 

mbft Polite Work in our Language. 

This fmall Hiffory might accident 

tally have fallen into your Hands, 

and I have, by begging your Friend- 

fliip, changed a fevere Judge inta 

an indulging Patronefs; nor will 

many, I believe, dare to cenfure a 

Work under the Proteftion of your 

Ladylhrp; 

BUT I am- ihfentibly running 
from my fitft Defign, which was * 
chiefljr to* congratulate your Lady-k- 
Ihip on your happy Marriage, Sir 
George^i Friends muft all approve* 
of his * Choice, whrlft, with real 
Pteaiure, thcy-fee his\prefent Grbf^- 
fcs iaiid Di!hi{)pbintments foftched 
and aOay'tf by fuch a C6- partner; 
Tis in Woman alone to make Man- 
happy, and Sir Georgh Enemies 
have rpafpn to envy him in tVvt^ 



PSirricular ; But hfe friends rejoice 
with him, and hope all his Troubles 
win foon Be at an end^ or at leaft 
abate, and that his AdVerfaries wiK 
inr time ccafe to tyrannize over his 
known Goodneis, 



THOSE who. do cot know Sir 
Gieorgfir win be apr to think an 
Epiille-Dedicatory a very improper 
Place to talk of Cares and Dlfap- 
pointments ;. what Notion they may 
Have of liiem,. h canoot teU : But - 
muft ownr I tbinkSir GdorgfiWzu 
Troubles the mod ibining, i?art of 
Us Life, and his-^emies could ne- 
ver have givctt the World a more 
ip(3;. ^ea- of hiou 'T.is in time o^ 
^dverfieyt ; zaA-vrbcfi. a.Mi^n is mofl;> 
ibriakea- hf thofe^who ought moil 
feo be his Eriends, he has aa Oppor- 
tunity of fliewing;; his Borcicude^. 
J^nour^ Patience,, and many, otheI^ 
Virtues which ia< jPtoCijctitY Ue 



concealcdl. thisf Madam, fta$ hecA 
^f&rtd in Sir* George ; and whcA 
t&e eiSL&sA Sbrotiny his fevereft^ 
Fde$ caa maker into hisr Adibns Sialt 

bd civee^tt {^t in a true Lightf, like 
a Tuminous tibcfy that has beenf&m^ 
time ecliplcdi he m^iH Ibine fortii' 
With fuperior BrigUtnef^ aiid- ^tn^ 



I have ever been an Enemy to 
Flattery, and^ tlierefore fball deny 
mf felf the leaft Appearance of it, 
by endeavouring- to do Juftice to 
Yoiir Ladyllirp, not could I hope 
to fucceed; the moft I can fay . 
woul<l^ MIS grstify^ Your Friends, 
the: ieaii: would difpleafe the En « 
vtouS'V. a«4 '35 Pancgyrick fit for 
You, Madam, would, I am fure, - 
difbblige You, and render me lia- 
bb to: Tduf J>if|i!ea)fute, than which ^^ 
I would rather fuffer or deriy my- 

Mf anjr.tbiag.y^PdirdoTi me/ li^^ 
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dam, Ibefeechyou, this happy I?^re* 
fumption of addreffing to Lady 
Cafieali — I fixicerely wifh^that the 
Profperlty, juftly due to Your La- 
dy (hip. and Sir Gejorge^^M^rii^ may 
be the Reward of Your Virtues^, 
which would be aa Addition, to tho. 
H^ppiaefs of,, 

• " • •••4.1 - . .J • ; • , . 

2^«r hadyfflnfs' 
Mofi Obedient: 

■ • ♦ 

Jnd^taqfi-OhHged' 
Mtmhie. Servant ,■ 

Gabrid Rouffillon;. 
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P RE FACE. 

] Have 'bery little more to 
I fay in my "Prtfdce, than 
wiat I have already 
[aid in my ^Dedication' 
I / intended to have let 
this Sook, like feme others qf the 
fame hnd, come into the Worlds 
without much troubling jayfelf a- 
■ hout its Reception, Had I thought of 
owning if, or, rather j had Ithought 
of dedicating it to fo worthy a Ta- 
tronefs\ I Jho9ild probably have take^ 
a little more pains about it : in one 
thing, af Uaftj / behem 1 J?jomU, 
the 
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the Verfes which are to he ; 
with in the i^/^th and follow. 
¥ages* Sut thus much Imuji^ 
in Vindicatim oPem^ tbey are I 
fofed to be written ewftHporc, / 
for that reafoa I ^rit the»i 
^ey might eaftly have been Mi 
fmoother and better \ but if Lab 
bad appear^ d^ I am fure Nat 
mvfi have been left : For how 
diculous would it ie to thinks t. 
thefe Nobles and Ladies^ who zil 
none of ^empnfefid To^t^Jko 
on tits mdfi»n write afffmS^i 
za^ when nme if^d^jlrej 
tO' think two MinfttU l^i 
(ff what they, are piig 
write^ 

2> thtjCe who are acqtktin 
With mfiory^ it will foon appe 
that whatever mav proper^ he i 
kd Sifiorical in this $ookj is fir. 
ty true. As for the Love Sce^ 
they mi{ft have been the Collet 
of fome eminent Hand of tl 
SDayj, who was well acquain 

ns 
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with the Intrigues (ft be two Courts^ 
for they wilfeafikf appear not to 
lave been the Work v Indention. 
I know no Jutbor fo very cbaritahle^ 
as to introduce fix or [even fine 
ymng Ladies deeply in Love^ and 
imagine ^emfiriStfy virtuous to the 
end (f the Chapter : ^ey are a 
^ery cenforious Set of TeopJe^ and 
4f the toadies had not been virtu- 
ous infa0f they never ^ lam fure^ 
would have reprefented '^em fo. 

t)no '^a^ may perhaps be objec- 
ted to, and that is the 7}eath qf 
the Jrch^^utchefs of Axi^hj who, 
as Jhme Waiters qftbatjge tell us, 
died of CL FaH from her Horfe, by 
which fie broke her TCbigh, and 
which Jhe never would permit to be 
fet ^ain^ Qur Author takes notice 
(f this Fail, but will not allow it 
to be the realQaufe of her T>eatb : 
but, be that as it may^ it was not 
my bufinefs to correal him\ had I 
made my Heroine die tf a broken 
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Jjegy I am fure my Hijkry would 
ha've came lamely off. 

I heartily beg pardon j(f my po- 
lite headers for defcending to fo 
low a Tun \ hut I think it very ne- 
^fiC^O'/^ youTig Writers to hang 
out one or two of V;/? in the nature 
of Scare-crows in their Tit le^T ages 
Qr Treface ; for I am ajfured from 
^ery good Handsy that your ill-na- 
tured Criticks are more effcBually 
frightened away by them, than 
Sirds by a fivfTd Jacket and 
Straw-hat in a Country Garden. 

The Stile^ the only . thing I can 
tall my own^ will izot^ J mPe^ be 
thought much amifs ; and if it bcy 
^<fis in min to go about to vindicate 
it. The Book was chiefy defigned 
for the reading of hAdics\ and if 
thave been fo happy as to hit their 
Tajicj and to plea jure theifh Ifoall 
think my Tains more than re- 
^arded^ 
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10HARLES Duke oi Bur- 
I i««4f» by fome lirnam'd the 
I fVarrioTy by others the Rafht 
j was one of the moll: powerful ' 
' Princes of his A^e. H\s 
Riches, and che Extent of his DominVous 
mde bim .as fonmdable to l^s Eaemies, 
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as they placed hitn high in the Efteem 
ef his Friends and AHies ,* nor was he 
more honoured for his Politicks, than for 
his glorious Defcent, being fprung from 
the illuftrious Race of Bourbon. 

His Court was the moft magnificent, 
the moft polite, and moft gallant in 
Eiurope; *twas the Refuge of the Unfor- 
tunate, and the Afylum of Princes who 

• had been dethroned, or were opprefsM 
by their Subjefts. The Duke himfelf 
was far from being an old Man when 
he 'married" for the third time. Eli'z.a- 
beth of Bourbon^ his fecond Wife, had lett 
a Daughter behind her, the only Chiid 
the Duke haci, and he, wiUing to enter 
into an Alliance with the Englijh., mar- 
ried Margaret of Tork (Sifter to Edward 
IV. King of England) who was then 
entering into the fevcnteenth Year of her 
Age, which Maria her Daughter-in-law 
had not yet reached by twice twelve 
Moons. Nothing on Earth couM equal 
the Beauty of thefe two Princefles j Afor- 
garitta was fair, and at the fame time 
her Colour frefh, and her Cheeks glow'd 
with mantling Blood. Marians Conplec- 
tion was the fame, her Eyes were large 
and black, and had fomething fo foft and 
(b pa/Sonate in *em, that 'twas \m^ci^\^\^ 

Jbr any one to look upon 'em aiA tv^^ 



to love her. With how much plea fu re 
wou^d the Men gaze on her, but how 
fatal wou'd that Pleafure always prove i 
Her Face was oval, her Mouth fniall, 
her Lips pouting, and her Smiles as dan- 
gerous as her Frowns. In fhort, (he was 
one of the moft perfeft Beauties that ever 
Eye beheld ; the firft in whom Youth . 
-and Gravity, Majefty and Chearfulncfe^ 
were ever well blended together : nor 
did the Beauties of her Body exce^ 
thofe of her Mind, fhe was courteous 
and aflfable to every body, was fo clear- 
iighted, that fhe was acquainted with 
the Tempers of all who were about her, 
and couM read their very Hearts ; her 
extraordinary natural Endowments had 
been improved by an excellent Education. 
She had been taught to be as firm in 
Adverfity, as fhe was humble in her 
Profperity : and this it was that made 
her bear all the Misfortunes fhe met with 
in her Life with fo much Conflancy and 
Refolution. 

As fhe was one of the greatefl Beau- 
ties, and the mofl confiderable Heirefs 
in all Europe y fhe did not want for Lo- 
vers ; Monarchs fighM for her, and Prin- 
ces courted her Favour ; feveral Pot^tv- 
taces imt their Sons co be broM^Vvt \x^ 
/a the Coun of Burgundy. A.nd btfcx^ 
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this Princefe had reached her twelfth 
Year, feveral Offers were made her, and 
there was not one of her Wooers who 
.for the World wouM have refignM his 
Pretenfions to fo charming a Creature. 

Amongft the feveral Pretenders, the 
moft confidetable were the Duke of Berry^ 
Brother to Lmis XI. of France, and the 
Arch-Duke Maximilian of Auftria, Son 
to the Emperor Frederick. Next to thefe, 
appear^ in the Lifts the Duke of Savoy, 
Frederick of Naples, and the Prince of 
Cleves. The Duke o( Burgundy was a great 
Politician, and found his account in gi- 
ving the feveral Pretenders hope, but 
pofitively engagj^d his Daughter to none 
of *em ,' and the Princefs, who entirely 
fubmitted herfelf to her Father's Will, 
had the mortification of being the per- 
petual Objed of the Gallantry of thefe 
Princes ; to a Temper like hers, this was 
a prodigious Pain ; but how cou'd ftie 
help herfelf? 'twas her Father's Will, 
and he muft be obeyM. The only Com- 
fort fhe had under this Circumftance, 
<was the liberty of complaining to the 
Dutchefs her Mother-inJaw, who lov'd 
her fo fondly, and with fuch uncommon 
TendemeCs, that nothing in the world 
^wou 'd have been a greater A.fRA&.\ov\ to 
^eo than to have brought a HsXc OkCA 



^Burgundy. 5 

into the World, and thereby to have de- 
prived her dear Maria of that noble Inhe- 
ritance which flie might now begin to 
cxped. 

All the Nobles of the Court were 
Fcady to ferve thefe Princefles, not barely 
out of Duty, but out of an uncommon' 
Affeftion ; and as they livM in perteft 
Friendfhip together, and. were always • 
clofely united, their Party was conlider- 
ablci Hf^onet and Imberamf were entirely 
devoted to 'em, as were alfo Omines^ 
that famous Politician, who has made fo^ 
much noife in the World ; Ravefleiity the* 
Matfibml and' Baftattl of Burgundy^ and 
Lowf ie Btmrhofty Bifhop of Liege, who 
lov'd the Dutchefs moft paflionatdy, and 
who now found how difficult it was for a 
Man, who had UQver laid any reftraint 
upon his Inclinations, to fmother a violent 
Paffion; for he had given fuch an im- 
prudent loofe to fome of his former Loves,, 
that he had almoft loft his Biflioprick by 
it. This Prelate generally refided at 
Charleses Court, whofe Brother-in-law and 
Coufin-german he was. 

The Duke of Burgundy had a very ex- 
traordinary Value for all that bore the 
Name of Bourbon, but more efpecially for 
the Children of Agnes of Burguniy^ V\\^ 
Father's SiAer. After the Death ot tVve 

B 3 Ti\xV^ 
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Duke of Bourb$n her Husband, by whom 
file had had eleven Children, fhe had 
retired under the Protedion of Philip fir- 
nam'd the Gocd'^ her eldeft Daughter, 
Elix,abethy was the fecond Wife of Charles^ 
and Mother to the Princefs of Burgundy ; 
awd Maria, her youngeft Daughter, was 
born much about the fame time as Maria 
^ of Burgundy her Neice : they had been 
brought; up together, the fame Tutors, 
the fame Miftrefles had inftrufted ^eni 
both. Their Tempers fuited, their 
Friendfhip had encreas'd with their Years, 
and they lovM each other tenderly ; 
but they had now been parted above a 
Twelvemonth, for the Dutchefs of Bour- 
Ion was gone into France to fee the Prin- 
ces her Sons, and was there detained by 
a violent Fit of Sicknefs. 

The Duke of Burgundy had juft con- 
cluded a Marriage between Maria de 
Bourbon, and Adolf bus, the Duke of Gel^ 
derland's only Son, who was proud, cruel, 
vain, and ambitious, without Faith, 
without Honour, and without Prhiciple. 
With grief his Father faw a good Edu- 
cation thrown away upon him ; nothing 
cou'd curb his violent Paffions, or tame 
his favage Nature; his laft Refource 
W55 fome charming Society, that might 
wori vpoa him more thau Threats or 
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Counfels. He thought the mighty Work 
might be wrought by a Princefs, whole 
Virtues ihouM out-number hi« Vices, 
and whofe fweet Difpofition fftou'd ac 
leaft equal his Brutality ; and in this view 
he pitched upon the Prlncefs of Bourbon. 

At that time Beauty and Royal Blood 
fcem'd to go hand in hand together, and 
every European Court was fiU'd with 
Princefles the Wonder of the Age. Sfam 
boafted of die Queen and the little Prin- 
cefs of Cafiik; the Portuguefe admir'd the 
Charms and Virtues of their Infanta; 
and even the wicked Queen of Arragon*s 
Beauty w^s equal to her Cruelty. ,Thc 
Queen of England was a very Miracle of 
Perfeftipn ; Louifa of Savoy'^s Charms, 
young as flie was, began to be celebra- 
ted ; and nothing, cou'd excel the Queen 
of France i her Husband Louis XL had 
three natural Daughters, who cou'd vie 
with the whole Sex for Beauty, Wit, 
and Virtue ; and almoft all the Princeffes 
of Bourbon were celebrated Beauties. A- 
mongll thefe, Marian who was promi^'d 
to Prince Adolphus^ fhone confpicuoufly ; 
the Beauties of her Mind equaled thofe 
of her Body, nor couM any thing be 
more agreeable than the Gayety of her 
Humour. 

^ 4 Louis 
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Louis XL approvM of her Marriage 
with the Prince of Gelderland, and he 
ient her back with the Dutchefs her 
Mother to the Court of Burgundy. Her 
Coufin Charles^ Count of Angolefme, was 
orderM by this Monarch to accompany 
her, and to carry his Confent > he was 
followed by all the gay Nobility of the 
Pirench tourt, who had any Inclination 
to fignalize themfelves at Races, Tur- 
naments, and thofe other kinds of Ex- 
^rcifes, which in thofe days were in 
faftiion; not doubting but that they 
fliouM have opportunities enough to 
ihew both their Skill and Courage in fo 
gallant a Court as that of Burgundy. 

This fatal Wedding was the Source of 
all the fabfequent Misfortunes : here the 
little God ot Love manifefted his Power, 
and fpread his fatal Poifon abroad ; nor 
was there a Heart capable of his Im- 
preffions, which did not feel and confefs 
his Godhead. 

Juft about this time there was ano- 
ther Pretender to the Princefs of JB«r- 
gundy, who entered the Lifts, prompted 
by Ambition, not by Love, proud of the 
Title of Brother-in-law to the King of 
England^ but more proud of the Gifts 
of Nature, which he heard commended 
by every body^ and which indeed fhe 
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had bcftowM very Iavi(hly upon him. 
This was the famous Earl Rivers^ who 
juftly was reckonM the handfomell Man 
living. When the Princefs of Burgundy 
iaw him, ihe confefs'd that fhe never 
had feen any thing handfomer : however, 
his Beauty did not make the lead Im- 
preffion on her Heart. 

On the other hand, the Charms of 
this incomparable Prince£s had no great 
Efied upon the Earl, and he was vex'd 
to find that, tho of an amorous Dif- 
pofition, his Love would not now fecond 
bis Ambition ; but when the Princefs 
of Bourbm arrived, with one Look flic 
enflav'd that Heart which had refifted the 
greateft Beauty of the whole Univerfe,. 
her iparkling Eyes at once fhot Fire 
into the Earl's Soul, and from the firft 
moment he faw,' he loved her; and the 
young Princefs of Bourbon thought the 
Earl, what he really was, the moft ami- 
able of Men : fpite of her Virtue fhe 
could not forbear fighing infecrecj oft 
wouM flie grieve that Heaven had not 
form'd the Prince of Gelderland like the 
Earl, or defignM the gentle BJvers for 
her Husband. Nor were the Sentiments 
of her Spoufe very different from hers ; 
as great a Salvage as Adolphus was^ \va 
«?/z/te6 i/ the Power of Love^ and CigVv d 

B 5 vci* 
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in fecret for the Princefs of Burgundy r 
■with reluctance he obey'd his Father, 
i» taking to wife the Perfon he had 
ohofen for hipi i and her being defign'd 
a^ fuch, was to him fufficient caufe for 
e;ctreme Hate and Averfion. 

Mean while the Duke of Burgundy 
bought that, having pofTefs'd three of, 
the fiiieft Women. of the Age, his Heart 
was proof againft the Arrows of Love. 
AJL his^ Time, all his Thoughts were- 
devoted te Ambition,^ to vaft DefignSy. 
glorious Projeds, and the Hopes of Royr 
Sty ; but the fight of the Princefs of. 
Bourbm made him for a while forget all 
1ms Sohemes^ flie fiird him with Views, 
apd Ideas of a fofter- nature, and it 
grievM him to think that the unwor^r 
thy Adolphus wou'd foon poffefe that 
immenfe Treafure, and be raifed to what 
he now fancy 'd the. Summit .of earthly Fe- 
licit yv 

Their Affinity was no -Argument to. 
Twake diaries deiifl: in his Purfuit of the- 
liwely charming Maid, there \^as feme- 
thing new in fuch an Amour, which t 
probablp gave a new Gufto to it; and. 
fbou'd his irregular Paffion be difcover'd, . 
he thought he m^ght cafily make it pafs 
barely for a piece of Gallantry ; the Ob- 

McJes^, wAic/i ha knew he. ftvoxx'^LXcv^tx. . 
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with, did but increafe his Love; and he 
wou'd have given a greater loofe to his 
Paffion, had not the rigid Virtue of the 
Princefs daunted him ; but he found ic 
a very nice Point to manage her Tem- 
per, and had he once tranfgrefsM the 
Bounds of Modefty, he wou*d inevita- 
bly have loft her for ever. 

Frpm all thefe ill-fuited PaiSons, ivhat 
furprizing EfFefts might there not be ex- 
pefted? But thefe were* nothing to the 
ill-fated Loves oi the Count d'Jlngolefnte, 
and the unhappy Princefs of Burgundy: 
NorcouM Fortune have fhewn her Cru- 
elty to h^f the advantage, but on Per- 
fons as generous, as noble, and as ac- 
oomplilh*d as thefe were. 

The Count < d^Angokfme was not (b 
handfome a Man as Earl il/i;erx, but, on 
the other hand, he had a noble Meir, . 
and more majeftick Gait; he was tall, . 
genteel, well-fliapM,,.and had fomethinc^ 
very agreeable in his Face, and fuch Ma- 
je;fty in all his Adions, that one .might 
eafily fee he was fprung from. Royal 
Blood ; his Wit, his Courage,- his Pro- 
bity, and his Honour made him one of 
the moft accompli-fli ii Priiiees^ cf^ the 
World. He was a younger Brother of 
theHoufe of Orleans^ bot his Eftate was 
im^j A^d therefore. 'he h^d not the\sa^ 
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ground to hope that the Duke of A/r- 
gundy wou'd pitch upon him for a Son-in- 
law : his Birth too had made him fubjeft 
to the Caprice of Louis XI. who might 
difpofe of him in marriage juft as he 
thought fit : but *fpitc of all thefe Rea- 
fons, which to himfelf he urg'd to ftop 
the growing Paffion, and ftifle it in his 
In&ncy, fpite of all he cou*d do, or fay, 
or think. Love over-rul'd him, and he 
figh'd for the Princefs of Burgundy. 

NorcouM thcPriacefs, on the other 
hand, look on the tmdiffembl^d Paflion, 
the many manly Virtue^ <)f thte Count 
with indifference ; nor ^cduM {he hide 
her Weaknefs, ^ fhe<^ird it, from the 
Dutchefs her Mother-in-law, who was 
the firft that took notice of the Count 
d'Angokfme^s Paffion, and the firft that 
fpoke of it to the Princefs. 

The Nuptials of Adolfhus^ and the 
Princefs of Bourbon were at length cele- 
brated ; and midft the Hurry and Con- ' 
fufion of the Rejoicings, which on this 
occafion were made, every Lover found 
an opportunity of opening his Heart to 
the darling Miftrefs of his Thoughts. 

One day in particular^ the Dutchefs 
and Princefs of Burgundy being got to- 
gether, Well, Madam, /aid the latter, of 
what fervice will it be to cither of us, 

if 
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if I (hoa'd entruft you with vbat has 
pafsM between the Count d^AngoUfme 
and me ? But fince *tis your Delire, you 
ftall know it. He has found feveral Op- 
portunities of declaring his Love, and 
fince that Declatation I am ftrangely 
altered : But alas ! what can he expeft 
ftom me but Pity? When I turn my 
Eyes ^round me, and behold all thofe 
f rctenders to whom • my Father has gi- 
y«i hopes, a - cold Fear feizes my trem- 
bling Heart, and my Reafon plainly 
Ihews tne, that I muft never exped to 
be given to the mod lovely ; in fhort, 
to the ;^only one whom I think worthy 
of me. I am far from being of your 
opinion, reply^d the Dutchefs ; the Duke> 
I know, hates the King of France, but he 
is paffionately fond of the whole Family, 
nor is there one amongft ^em all whom he 
^erifhes more than the Count: Who 
knows but that, in fpite of LouiSy and 
thro a bappy Caprice, he may pitch 
upon him for a Son-in-law, proud of 
having, as it were, created a Sovereign? 
Ah ! do not flatter me, reply^d the Prin^ 
cefs^ *tis too, too dangerous to entertain 
a Thought of this nature. The agreea- 
ble Idea might, for a while, plea(e and 
deceive me, but foon ^twill vanifh, and 
Fains and quicker Torments will fuc- 

ceed 
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ceed it, for. my Heart tells me I was not 
born to be happy. Every Thought, c- 
very Wifli of mine is centered in the 
Count d^Angolefme ; but thofe Thoughts 
and Wiflies are in vain, we rauft never, 
never think of meeting. As (he fpoke, 
the Tears gently trickled down her 
Cheeks, a too fatal Omen of her future 
Misfortunes ! 

T'he Rejoicings .and Diverfions for the 
Brincefs of Bourbon^ Nuptials were con- 
tinued the fpace of a whole Month, and 
in the Races and Tumaments did mar 
ny a young gallant French Knight dif- 
tinguifti himfelf ^ a Lift of their Names 
wou'd be tedious : fuffice it, that amongll; 
the foremoft appeared the Count i^Angor 
kfme ; and never did Prince behave him^ 
felf with more Courage and Dexterity. 
On his Shield he had reprefented a Sar 
lamander in. the midft of Fire, with thi^ 
Motto, 

I FEED ON It. 

One Evening, the whole Court being 
in the Dutcheis's Apartment,, the Subr 
jefi of their Converfation was the Count's 
Shield and Motto, which he feeming 
uneafy at, the Dutchefs, affifted by Earl 
JRivers (with whom the Coxxvii J' Ango- 

lejme. 



tj^ B^tl R G U N D y^ 1-5 

ttff9ie had contraSed a real Friendfhip) 
endeavour^ to divert the Difcourfe ; but 
10 vain, the Princefs of Gelderlandy with 
her ofuaL Gayety, was {till harping on the 
feme String. And how long, my Lord, 
faidjbej have jk)u been in love ? In France 
•you always feemM to defy the Power 
of the little Archer : What Beauty in 
Burgundy, .pray now, has found the means 
of touching your Heart ? Come, come, 
my Lord, you had as good tell, for know 
I poficively will : I have an infallible 
Secret for extorting, fuch a Confe/fion 
from thofe who will not tell me by fair 
means. Then, for Heaven's iake Ma- 
dam, [aid the Duke, make ufe of this 
wonderful Secret, and let us know who 
has captivated the Count : And then 
whifpering thePrincefe, I am very fenfi- 
We, added he, that you are Miftrefs of 
the Art you boaft,. having forced me, 
Gven fpite of myfelf, to own my love 
for the moft beautiful Princefs upon the 
Earth. There may be fome Truth in 
what your Highnefe (ays, reply^d the Prin^ 
cefs fmiling and aloud, however Til now 
ihow you a Trial of my Skill; 'tis but 
naming all the Ladies here prefent, and 
looking full upon the Count d^Angolefme, 
and if his Countenance does not betray 
what, his Tongue fo. difcreetly conceals^ 
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to the whole World what you lhou*d 
have only told me. Then let me ftill 
tell it you. Madam, anfwer'd the Count, 
'tis the beft, the fafeft means of con- 
cealing it from others. The Princcfs 
made no reply to this, for the Dutcheft, 
who had fet herfelf over-againft a large 
Glafs, on purpofe that Ihe might fee 
them, took notice that the Prince of 
Cleves made it his whole Bufinefs to ob- 
ferve them ; upon which, coming to- 
wards ^em, Count, 7^/^)^^, the Salamanr 
der^s Flames are too hot for this Clofet ^ 
leave us quickly, you are obfervM : the 
Frincefs and I will endeavour to find out 
what the Frincefs of Gelderland cou'd 
not. 

Thefe three illuflrious Perfons had, 
every day after this, the liberty of con- 
vcrfing more freely together : the Princefs 
gave the Count leave to love her, and 
the Dutchefs promised to ufe her Intereft 
with the Duke her Husband in the 
Prince's favour; and from that very time 
Imbercour and Comines were let into the 
Secret, and the Count looked on the 
former as his Father, on the latter as his 
Friend. 

Amongft the fevcral Diverfions which 
the Duke of Burgundy contrived for his 
Court, there were none more fumptuous 

and 
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and magnificent than thofe which were 
by night given in the Gardens : the 
very Illuminations themfelves had fome- 
thing beautiful and glorious in them. 
Amongft all thefe, one deferves to be 
particularly taken notice of; and that 
was a Mafquerade of the whole Court, 
at that tinie uncommon, but fince very 
well known throughout Europe. Every 
body had Orders to prepare mafquerading 
Habits very privately ; however, the Duke 
vas fo very liberal, both to the Makers 
and the Ladies Women, that he foon 
knew in what Habit every body defign^d 
to appear y and the Prince of Gelderland 
had taken the fame care to know the 
Pfincefe of Burgundy^s Drefs. 

The appointed Evening being come, 
the whole Court met in a delicious 
Grove, whofe every Walk was fo illumi- 
nated, that the Sun at Noon cou'd not 
have made a broader Day. No Objed 
cou*d poffibly be more agreeable, and 
lOore entertaining, than fo many well- 
ftiaped Perfons in fo many various Dref- 
ks ; their Faces were all covered with a 
fmall Mask. Earl Rivers had habited 
himfelf like a Sicilian Nymph, and this 
Drefs the beauteous yaquelina too had ac- 
cidentally pitchM upon ; and in their Size 
and Shape they fo very much refembled 

one 
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one another, that it was an eafy matter to 
miftake the one for the other. The- 
Princefe of Gelderland appeared like a 
Chios Maid, and the Princefs of Burgundy 
Irke a Sultana. Some confiderable time 
pafsM before all the Company knew one* 
another, or, at leaft, before they wou*d 
own they did. Prince Adolfhus was fo- 
bold as to talk of Love to the lovely. 
Maria i and the Duke of Burgundy faid 
fine things to the Princefs of Gelderland*. 
But now the great Pleafure of the Maf- 
cjucrade was loft } upon which, the Duke; 
taking Adolf hus afide. We are known, 
faid he J and our beft Diverfion is (poird ;; 
but there is one Remedy ftill left, let us 
change Habits, and deceive every body, 
who think they know us. This Propofal' 
was gladly accepted by Adolphus, who 
thought he fliou'd have a better Op- 
portunity of entertaining the Princefs. 

Mean while the two Princeffes were 
forming the fame Defign, and going in- 
to a Pavilion, with the affiftance of their 
Maids, they changM their, Drefs, then 
parted, and went into different Walks. 
A Favourite of Adolphusy whom he had 
cntrufted with the Secret, and Manage- 
ment of his Love, came up to the Prin- 
cefs of Gelderlandy deceived by her Habit,^ 
and told her that the Duke her Fa- 
ther 



ither ddir^'d to fpeak with her. She fmi- 
led at the Error ; but following the Mef- 
(enger, came up to her Husband, whom 
flic alfo miftook for the Duke. Princefs, 
jaid he, taking her by the Hand, and kad- 
iug her i^^o a Grotto which was alfo iUumi-- 
nated, *t muft fatisfy ipy Inclination a lit- 
tle, and enjoy the Pleafure of gazing 
upon you by myfelf. This Habit is 
really well-fancy 'd, it fhews all the Beau- 
ties of your Shape : there is fomething 
very pretty and very gallant in your 
Head-drcfsi but pray take off your Mask, 
I wou'd willingly fee how this Drefs 
becomes your Face and Compleftion, 
I am fo accuftomed to obey you, my 
Lord, refl/d the Princefs, (little thinking 
there was fo much truth in what fhe faid) 
that I cannot be thought undutiful, if 
this once I beg you to excufe me ; my 
Mask is at this time abfolutely neceflary 
to me: I wou'd not contradid your 
Will, but let me, once in my life, have 
the pleafyr^ ^f not obeying you. No^ 
Tipl/d ihe^Srince of Gelderland, putting 
<»e of bis ^ Knees to theGrcund, let us ne- 
ver contraaid one another, rather let our 
Wills ever, be united. ¥ou don't con- 
fider, my.Lprd, reply* d fhe, that you lofe 
a great deal of time with me, which 
Wou'd much better ^be fpcnt with the 
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Princefs of GelderlanJ; and yonder flie 
pafles before the Grotto. WouM to God, 
cry*d Adolphus, you were the Princefs 
oi Gelderlandy then wouM every Thought 
of Love, every Wifti be fatisfyM ! But, 
continud he^ recovering himfelf a lit^j and 
gently drmving his Hand over her Neck^ I 
cannot but admire the excellent Fancy 
of this Drcfs : how beautifully you have 
placed that Diamond Clafp ! and how 
beautiful indeed is every thing I fee! 
Then giving way to his brutal Paffions, 
he went to lay hold of the Princefs, who, 
little thinking who it was, thro Fear 
and Rage broke from him ; and feeing a 
Sicilian Nymph at that inftant palling by 
the Grotto, flie ran and threw herfelf 
about her Neck. Thus did the deceived 
Princefs fly from her Husband into th^ 
Arms of her Lover ; for *twas Earl Ri- 
vers, and not, as ^he thought, the lovely 
. Jaquelina^ whom fhe had met with. 
Adolphus^ at the fight of this fuppofed 
Maid, left the Grotto, and they both 
went into it ; and fitting themftfvw dowUj 
What an infupportable Man ifttfris Duke 
of Burgundy, faid the Princefs^ who by his 
ill-tim'd Gallantry difturbs our Mirth! 
he has now made me hate Imn. Come^ 
let us go join the reft of the Company. 
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^he Princefs and Earl had both taken 
their Masks off ; and as the former leanM 
tipon him whilft fhe fpoke, and ac the 
fame time was obferving fome Perfons 
v^ho ftood on the fide of a Canal not far 
from the Grotto, her Cheek refted up- 
on that of her happy Lover. ^Tis im- 
poffible to exprefa his various. Pain and 
Pleafure. He faw thofe many Beauties 
he ador'd now in his power, but Fear 
and Refpeft deprivM him of thofe Fa- 
vours which the Error of the Princefs 
beftow'd upon him. But Love at length 
prevailing, he threw his Arm round her 
flender Waifl ; and gently preffing her, a 
paffionatc Sigh at the fame time broke 
from him, upon which the Princefs turnM 
haftily about : But, good God, how great 
was her Surprize, when fhe faw Earl 
Rivers's Face fo near her own ! Shame 
and Confufion . fpread her Cheeks with 
Bluflies ,• and. file left the Grotto, unable 
to fay any thing more than How was I 
deceived i The Earl follow'd her, and, 
with a Tranfport which he was not Ma- 
tter of, laid hold of her Robe, and watk'd 
on with her : however, in the midft of 
his Tranfport, he had Prudence and 
Prefence of Mind enough to put on his 
Mask, left any body elfe ihouM know 
him. Happy/ happy Rivers^ faid Ae /oft^j^ 



.J 
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thou haft, for a moment's fpace, been 
equal to the Gods, who are Mailers of 
^11 the Beauties upon Earth ! Unuttera- 
ble Felicity ! continttd he^ you pafs away 
like the Idea of a pleading Dream ; and 
to know the lofs of you, is to know 
the Pains of Hell. But if, my beauteous 
Princefs, you will do no more, at leaft ap- 
prove of the Error which has been fo fa- 
vourable to me. My Lord, reply^d the 
Princefs 0/ Gelderland, endeavouring tofup^ 
frefs a Fit of Laughter^ 'tis time to put 
an end to this enthu(iaftick Fit, left ic 
ihou'd hurry you on to Extravagancies 
which I fhou d not approve of. I made 
a horrid Miftake ; let us both forget it, 
and talk of fomething elfe. I did not 
think the Duke of Burgundy could have 
behaved himfelf in that manner he juft 
now did towards me. 

The Earl foon fati«fied her that fhe 
was again miftaken, and that the Perfon 
fhe had left was her Husband, who had 
changed Drefles with the Duke. This 
Adventure had fomething extremely plea- 
fant in it : (he diverted herfelf very 
much, to think that the Prince of GJ- 
derland fhould have miftaken her for the 
Princefs of Burgundy, and faid a thoufand 
witty things upon it. But the Earl 
ftiU interrupting her Mirth with his 

l-ove^ 
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tove, (he put on a grave Face, which 
Ihe was not often wont to wear. I have 
often told you, my. Lord, fald fl>e^ my 
Notions of this matter : I am very fen- 
fible of all the ill Qualities of the Prince 
ofGelderland, I loath him, but I am his 
Wife ; that unhappy Name has imposed 
a cruel Law upon me, which, tho diffi- 
cult, I am fully determined always to 
obey. Nor are my Eyes open barely to 
the Prince's Imperfeftions j I dare con** 
fefi all the Weaknefs of my Sex, they 
^ fo to your Merit too, my Lord : I 
know you amiable, I believe you loVe 
wie, and I efteem you ; nay, was it law-* 
fol for me, I would love you too. Af- 
ter what I have confefs'd, pity yourfelf, 
pity me; but know, that lean never do 
any thing more than efteem you. 

As (he fpoke thefe laft words, fhe faw 
the Princefs of Burgundy pafling by ; up- 
on which, fhe ftopt her to give her no- 
tice of what had juft happened, that (he 
micht beforehand know what part fhe 
had to play; not cjueftioning but that 
the true Duke of Burgundy would in his 
tom miftake her : and having given het 
the neccffary Inftruftions that their 
Defign might the bettet fucceed, they 
parted. 
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Scarce had the Princefs of Burgundy 
turn*d into another Walk with two of 
her Maids, whom fhe had ordered not to 
leave her, but {he met the Dulce^ who 
was deceived as they expeded^ and who 
taking her aiide, accofted her with the 
Freedom of a gallant Husband. The 
Princefs could not forbear fmiling at Jier 
Father, but feeming not to know him, 
jhe let him kifs her Shoulder. All this 
Gallantry, faid Jhe^ I fuppofe is beftow'd 
upon the Chios Maid ; for hitherto I 
have been unaccuftom'd to thefe Expref- 
fions of Love. What can have caufed 
this fudden Alteration ? Is it my Mask 
or my Drefs ? I row you are fo changed, 
I fcarce know you again. My Heart is 
ijot chai^'d, repl/d the Duke^ and you 
are, or at. leaft ought to be, fully con- 
i4{iced that I love you, and you only, 
8U)dtb^ there is no one elfe upon Earth 
i^fk^rxifiip rot happy. I am amaz'd, ay^d 
the, Rr^eff^ and wholly a ftranger to 

N^Hf iffi^ff^^ ^^ Love: Sure this can 
[T^^^tlie Voice of a Husband, fuch 
C^q^plynts were never utterM by 
|i(2^;J^ the Enchantment, my Lord,, 
ll^i^s to vjini(h, ^tis impoiTible I (houldi 
^^^¥£ nUBW* cleceiv^d, fo great is thq 
diftcrencebetween the Prince of Gelder* 
land and the lUuilrious Duke of Burgundy, 

'Twas 



*Twas impoffible for the Duke tb hear 

this and not to be tranfporced : A Dav n 

of Hopes broke in upon hini, and he 

was refolvcd to prefs his Suit more ear* 

weflly than ever. Upon which, putting 

off his Gayety, he aflumed a ferious 

Face; And will you. Madam, faid he^ 

bow my Perfon^ and ft ill refolve to be a 

Stranger to my Love? Confider what 

I fuffcr for your fake, even trom the Re* 

fpcft I Ihcw you by concealing my Paf- 

fion : a thing I never did) and never could 

have done for any one befides yourfelf. 

The Princefs was grieved to find her 
Father in this Tone, and indeed at a lofe 
how to behave herfelf : wherefore en- 
deavouring to make him re-aflTume his 
firft Chearfulnefs, This whining Tone, 
faid fl)e^ was never defign'd for the II- 
luftrious Duke of Buy gundy : Come, my 
Lord, we lofe the Pleafures of the Night ; 
but command me to take off my Mask, 
and let us return to the Company^ The 
Pleafures of the Day and Night too> Ma- 
dam, reply^d the Duke, are all centered 
in you : But for Heaven's fake lay this 
Gayety afide a little, and put on a more 
ferious face ;• then would I intreat you 
not only to permit me to love you, buc 
to return me a little Love. With all 
iny heart, rePh^d the Princefs verii briskhy 
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Vi\ foon convince you that I love yc 

She faid, and pulling off her Mask, f 

Mfs'd the Duke's Hand in a very refpei 

ful manner. Pardon me, my Lord, co 

thiucdpe, if inftead of a lovely Princcfs, 

fhew you your Daughter's face : and fe 

ing the Duke look angrily, ^Twas 

my power, added Jbe^ to make you hapj 

for a moment ; nor cou'd I refift my ea 

nell Inclination to contribute fomethii 

towards your Happinefs. The Dul 

paus'd a while, through indignation 

his Difappoihtment and Shame of havii 

unbofomed himfelf to his Daughter ; , 

length recovering his Speech, We 

Princefs, faid he, you have, fpite of m 

forced a Secret from me ; but now yo 

have it, fee that you make a good u 

of it : fpeak in my behalf, plead n* 

Caufe to the lovely Charmer, and th< 

bring me an account of what progre 

you make. You fend me on a very tici 

liftl Errand, my Lord, reply'd the Prince] 

^nd I am afraid I fhall make but a poc 

Ambaffadrefs, when fent to negotiate 

Bufinefs of this nature; but yond< 

comes Earl Rivers, Til give him part < 

my Commiffion, doubtlefs he underftanc 

it much better than I do, and perhaj 

may find the way to touch the Prince 

of GeUerland's Heart- The Duke hear 
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her, but was far from underftanding her 
meaning, being filled with a notion that 
the Earl loved his Daughter ; upon 
which. he went up to him, and feeing 
that he made fo beauteous a Woman, 
the Duke could not forbear faying a thou- 
fand gallant things to him. 

Unwilling to lofe this Opportunity, 
the Count d'Angolefine went up to the 
PrihceCs, for he had been hindred and 
interrupted every time he had endea- 
vourM to fpeak to her that Evening be- 
fore, and had juft now miftaken the 
Princefe of Gelderland for her, as had 
alfo the Duke of Berry and Maximilian of 
Aupria; the Princefs being in a very, 
gay humour, related all that paffed be- 
tween her Father and her. And he told 
you he loved you, without. offending you ?. 
Uid the Count; how happy it is for a Man 
ta dare fpeak his Mind ! There is Tome- 
. thing very ungenerous and ungrateful in 
I that Speech of yours, reply'd the Princefs ; 
I for if it be a HappineCs, 'tis one you en- 
I joy : fpite of Modefty, and all that Rea- 
fon could urge againft'it, I have ac- 
[ cuftom'd myfelf to hear it from you, and 
'. have fo far wrought upon my Thoughts 
in your favour, that every time I fee you, 
' I forget the imperious and haughty Tern- 
pet of the Duke of Burgundy. But I 

C 3 \^orL^ 
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by two Servants only, he went incog into 
Gelderland^ where, as the Fafbion of 
thofe times was, he aiferted the Beauty 
of his Miftreli againft all thofe Knights 
who were willing to vindicate the Beauty 
of theirs : .and . not only were all the 
Courtiers of AdolphuSy and feveral Stran- 
gers, vanquifh'd by him, but even Maxi^ 
milt an I who, being recalled by his Father, 
-was returning home that way, and ven- 
turM to break a Lance with this fup- 
pofed Stranger. 

'Twas foon known in Burgundy that 
Louis XL was rcconcird to the Duke of 
Bervy^ nor was the Fall and Imprifonment 
of Cardinal BcUue long a • Secret. This 
cruel and ambitious Churchman, willing 
to make himfelf neceffary to the King, 
was always engaging the Kingdom of 
France in Broils and Troubles, and to 
prevent , the intended Peace, he wrote 
Letters to the Dukes of Burgundy and 
Berryy which accidentally fell into the 
bands of Iv«i/, and were the caufe of 
his fudden Difgrace. 

Some time after thi^, the Conftable de 
St. Paul renew M the Treaty of Marriage 
between the Duke of Berry and the Prin- 
. cefs of Burgundy : grieved at this News, 
the Count d^Angolefme determined to re- 
tiurn to France > he knew that Lefcuny w^bo 

was 



was his Creature and particular Friend^ . 
fince the Duke's Return was become 
his Favourite ; and, at the fame time, ~ 
knew that Prince's weak Side, and how 
iiuch G>nfid6nce he put, and in what 
manner he might be govem'd by thofe 
whom he loved. He therefore" immediate- 
ly imaginM, that L^^iii might divert him 
from the Thoughts of marrying the Prin- 
cefsof Burgundy. Full of this ProjeS, he 
communicated it to the Dutcheft, who 
approved of it, and the Count prepared 
himfelf to take leave of the Duke, and 
to bid his lovetv Charmer ndicu. 

Since (he had known his Rcfolutlon', 
tKc Princels vvas grown very melancholy r** 
Hfc is going. Madam, Jaidjfix to the Dm- 
chefs her Mother-in-lnv):^ he is gpiiuj ! and 
be his Abfence ever fo fliorc, he'U have 
time enough probably to former me. The 
IXike my Father will difpofc of me, and 
tho with Lefcun^s oflii^ance the Count: 
flibu'd find the means of breaking oft 
this intended Match, my Puther will give ' 
me to fomebody elfe, with whom I fha!I 
be as miferable as I fi^uM be v Ich* the 
Duke of Bnry, This pre-matiire Grief, . 
reply^d the Dtttchefs, is very unneceffary. 
I can't blame you indeed for preparing • 
yourfelf beforehand for the word of E- 
vents; butj at the fame time, T don'c " 

C 5 bz^" 
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believe the Duke your Father in earneff, 
when he talks of an Alliance with France^ 
Comines informs me that he rejeds all tha 
Propofals made him by Louis y and firmly 
infills upon the Ratification of the Trear • 
ty of Perome before he gives his Confent 
to this Match. There is fome hopes in^ 
that ; between you and I,, there is no- 
thing in the World beyond his haughty 
Temper, which has been very mach in- 
creased by the Battle of Montrheri ; he is 
©bftinate^ and won*t be perfuaded out of 
^hat he has once refolv'd. He remem- 
bers what part the King played by deli^ 
veiing himfelf up into his power at Pe- 
rcnt^e, he is perpetually applauding the- 
felfeGienerofi^ty he there fhew'd; the good 
Opinion he has fince entertainM of him- 
felf, exceeds all that can be imagined of 
it, he believes bis Power much greater 
than 'tis, and that the Fate of Europe is. 
m his hands ; inftead of entering into a- 
Treaty with any body, he thinks it in 
his power to impofe Laws upon *em. 

Befides all this, Louis hates him, and- 
with regret confents to this Match ; he 
fears the Greatnefs of his Brother, the 
Pauphin is very young, and he dreads 
leaving him at thofe Years to the Mercy 
of the new Duke of Guienne^ and of the 
&veral. Fa£Uons which wou'd rife in< 

Frame,. 



SfroMce. The Count J^Angdifmi can there- 
fore do nothii^ better amidft this Confd- 
fion, than to employ Lefcun \ at leaft, if ^ 
he can do nothing more, he may jgain- 
time, \Ai\z)x I can afTure you is no imall 
Point. In time Things the Icaft hoped, 
for have been brought to pafs. 

What you urge is very true, Madam, 
rjifhf*dthe Princefs; the natural Hatred of 
the King and Duke to each other, feem 
fofficient Obftacles to this dreaded Mar- 
riage: ftiou'd- they not, we can throw 
more in their way, and probably fucceed ; 
but there are Obftacles in our way too, . 
as the approaching Abfenceof the Count. 
He is going, Madam, going fronijne,. 
and I may never fee him mare ; or, what 
is worfe, he may forget his Lovcj and:^ 
return only to convince me that he's 
fbithleis. Here rifing Sighs ftopp^ the * 
Eaflage of her Words, and her Eyes be- 
giui to fwell. with Tears, when jtiftat 
5iat Inftant the Count d*Angolefme came ^ 
into the Qofet where they were talki ng^' 
thus. FixM and unmov'd fome little: 
time he ftooA gazing on the Princefs, , 
who, at fight of him^, fbtiek'd out, and- 
wou'd have hid her Face, that he might: 
not fee the falling Tears, and know how 
much fhelov'd him ; but,turning herHead* 
from liim,. the Count- went up to her,.. 

note 
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Bor wou'd he let her reft till he:had got a 
fighc of her beauteous Face. Well, Count, 
Jaid fi>e at lofty turning towards him^ gaze 
your fill, be convinced of my Weaknefs ; 
know that I was weeping your Abfence : 
Of what fervice will this be to you ? or 
does your Haypinefs confift in my Mir 
fery ?* My Happinefs-, reply* d the Count, 
muft doiibdefs very much confift in know- 
ing that you are fo fully perfuaded of my 
Love, that you are fomething fenfible^f 
the Pains I rauft endure; but you take 
care, Mad-am, to allay my Joys, left my 
Eelicity fliou^d be compleat. Cruel and 
unkind ! how couM you ever entertain a 
thought of my being faithlefs? Pardon 
me, Madam, I heard the laft Words 
you fpoke to the Dutehcfs. I was in 
hopes you was convinced of my Sincerity. 
I never cou'd diflemble^ you never heard 
xne guilty of extravagant Vows, or flur 
died Addrefles i and my Tongue is unac- 
quainted with any Language, but that of 
the Heart. I love you, my Princefsj or, to 
fpeak- my Thoughts mor^e fincerely, I ar- 
dore you : I look on you as Heaven's 
Mafter-piece, and have no notion of any 
other Eelicity but that of pofleffing you, 
for which I. willingly wouM facrifice my 
Life and Fortune, and fhed the laft Drop 
a£ my Blood.. Lnever. thought any thinig 

beautir 
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ifal but yourfelf ; and, believe me, 
never be faithlefe. No, my Princefs, 
:ho* you (houM take your Heart 
me, and difpofe of it in favour of. 
ler, yet can I never follow the cruel 
iple ; r muft ftill adore you, my Soul 
lot admit of a fecond Love. Thefc 
•e Proteftations ended, they refolv'd- 
I they had to do. The Count pro- 
. to fend the- Dutchefs an account 
ery thing material that pafs'd in the 
t of FrriJice-; but of the State of his 
Affair, and the.Succefs of his De- 
, he was to write to Comines; and. 
ig kifs'd their Hands, he took his 
eave both of the one and the o- 

uring the Count's Abfence, the Prin- 
I Mind continu'd much more fettled^ 
flie poflibly thought it couM have 
which the particular Affedion fhewn 
y the Dutche(s,and the pundual Care 
>)unttbokto write to: her did not 
:le contribute towards. They heard 
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thither, . with the Count de BeaujeaUy t 
quell an Infurre&ion , and common Fam 
informM 'em, that he had done fome moi 
heroick Adions^ and fignaliz'd bis Con 
rage there in an extraordinary manner. 

Mean while the Court of Burgund 
continued in the fame flate, all the Prin- 
ces of Europe fpent the greateft part o 
their time there : throughout the who!) 
Court there was an Air of Gallantry an< 
Magnificence^ to which the Band of Lo 
vers, who pretended to the Princefs, di( 
not a little contribute. 

But their Quiet was foon diHurb'd b} 
the Troubles of Gflderland, News beinj 
brought that the barbarous and unnatura 
Prince had deposM and imprifon'd his Fa 
ther ; but negleding to make himfelf Ma- 
iler of the Perfon of his Mother-in-law 
who was a young Princefs enduM witl 
Virtue and Courage, Ihe fled for ProtcCf 
tion to the Duke of Cleves her Brother 
whom, by her Arguments, (tie at lengtl 
wrought upon to take up Arms,and entei 
Gelderlandy in order to punifh this re- 
bellious Son, and deliver her Husbanc 
out of Prifon. 

The Duke of Burgundy look'd upon the 
beginning of thefe Troubles with a grcai 
deal of indifference, he did not fo ainucl 
as think that thefei new Enemies wou^c 

f< 
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ib weaken one another, chat it wou'd 
be an eafy matter for him to make him- 
felf Mailer of their Dominions : befides^ 
the Princefs of Gelderland was too dear to 
him to let him entertain any thoughts of 
depriving her Husband of his Territories, 
and he rather chofe to fettle him in em. 
The Pope and the Emperor command- 
ed the Dukes of Gelderland and Cleves to 
lay down their Arms, and defir'd the 
Ekike of Burgundy to make up this Dif- 
ference between the Father and the Son : 
And he fent the Prince of Gelderland a 
Letter, defiring him to come to the 
Court of Burgundy^ and to bring his Fa* 
thcr with him j upon which he obeyed. 
Some horrid Views had made him raife 
himfelf to the Dignity he had before his 
time; he wanted more Powec, which 
wouM enable him, he thought, to execute 
ibme great but viihinous Projeds, which 
might make the Conqueft of the Prince^ 
of Burgundy more eafy, and at length end 
in the poflfeilion of her. ^Twas with 
Joy he obey'd the Duke*s Summons, 
in hopes of feeing the Princefs he lov'd : 
and knowing that the Duke was in love 
with his Wife, he took her with him ; 
thinking her the befl Advocate to plead 
his Caufe, who had the moft Influence 
ever his Judge; 

Upon- 
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Upon their Arrival, the Duke of Bur-^ 
grnidy fet about the amicably adjufting 
this Difference ; and tho he was far from 
having any value for the Prince of Gelder- 
landy yet he lovM his Wife too well to 
think of making her defcend from that 
elevated Rank to which her Husband's 
Crimes had raifed her. His Bufinefs 
therefore was to appeafe and fatisfy 
the old Duke, to whom he offerM the- 
Government of both the Burgundies^ as 
an honourable and profitable Employ. 
The old Duke infilled upon certain Re- 
venues, and a little Country wholly to- 
himfclf : the Prince abfolutely refused 
that his Father fhouM have any the lead 
part in his Dominions ; and this Refufal 
was made after fo brutifli a manner, and- 
in fuch cruel Terms, that the Father^ 
thoroughly provoked, threw down his 
Glovej and challenged his Son : but the 
Company then prefent hinderM him from 
taking it up, which othervife he wou*d 
have done j and the Duke of Burgundy^ 
provoked at his brutifli and unnatural • 
Temper, upbraided him in* fuch haughty 
attd fevere Terms, that he frightened the 
Prince of Gelderland^ who, never confi- 
dering that he had the publick Faith as a ' 
Ptedge for his return, thought of nothing 
more, than privately ftcaling from the- 

Court . 
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Court of Burgundy, left they fhou'd 
make fure of his Perfon there. Difguifing 
himfelf therefore, he abandonM his Wife, 
and taking all the By-roads he cou'd, he 
got as far as Na?nur, where, being known, 
he was taken up, and an Exprefs dif- 

5; patch'd to acquaint the Duke with what 
^as done, and to defire that he wou'd 
give orders what they fhou'd do further 
vith him. Then it was that the Duke 
of Burgundy awaked, as it were, from a 
Dream,; and faw how blind he had hi- 
therto been to his own Intereft j but 
to make fome amends for time loft, he 
orderM that the Prince of Gelderland 
fllou'd be ihut up in the Cattle of iV/i- 
wwr, and reftor'id the ufurped Dominions 
to the old Duke, who immediately dif- 
inherited his Son, and made the Duke of 
Burgundy his Heir. 

The Princefs of Gelderland ftayM at the 
Court of Burgundy, but ftay'd with her 
Mother and other Relations, without 
forfeiting the virtuous Charader fhe had 
obtained ; and (he thought herfelf happy 
in that fhe had been able to get rid of 
fo brutifli and cruel a Husband, without 

r any body's being able to ccnfure her Con- 
duft, or fo much as to fay that (he had 
the leaft hand in, or had given her Con- 
feat to their Separations. 

It 
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An ACCOUNT of the Duke ot 

Berry's Death. 

To the Dutchefs of Burgundy. 

Aladam, 

AS I have never omitted fending 
you an Account of the moft re- 
markable things that have happen^ in 
this Country, and as what I ain now 
going to tell you has fomething extraor- 
dinary in it, I muft beg you to recall to 
mind all that I have wrote to you con- 
cerning the King and the Duke of Ber^ 
ry^s Interview ; and as Cardinal Balue'% 
Difgrace followM this Reconciliation 
very clofely, the King gave the Province 
of Guienne to his Brother; and they 
pretend that he left no ways untry a 
to divert him from an Alliance with the 
Houfe oi Burgundy^ which he was always 
averfe to. At length, the moft proper 
means he thought of was to make 
nfe of the Charms of. a young Lady, 
Daughter to the Lord d£ Monfereau^ and 
the Widow of Louis Amhrofe^ Vifcounc 
de Thouars, who, on this ocafion, Ihew'd 
that a compleat Beauty is not always 
neceffary to infpire a ftrong and lafting 
Paffion. Madam de Thouars had an a- 

greeable 
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cable Face, was genteel, well-fhaped, 

a great deal of Wit, and more 
irning than Ladies generally have, 
thing could be more charming and 
re engaging than her Conversation, 

this Converfation (he could always 
to her Company, whether grave, or 
rry ; and her Difcourfe equally af- 
led Pleafure and Profit. Never was 
>man more noble in her Sentiments, 
more generous in her Anions. As 
: King himfelf had bid her attempt 
fire the Duke of Berry with Love, 
1 aflured her that (he need Tet no 
its to her Hopes, but that he him- 

would fecond her Defigns, ftie py- 
y obeyM, and happily fucceeded, 
ic Duke of Berry was of a . very 
fet Temper, and eafily byafsM. 
iuHy either out of regard to the 
ig, or for fome Reafon unknown to 

inclined the Dulce as much as pof- 
y iie could to fubmit to the Fair- 
i's Yoke. In fhort, the Viftim was 
)rn'd, and the Sacrifice offered up.; 

Duke loved Madam de "Thouars^ but 
:h fo fincere and ardent a Paffion, 
t he foon refolvM to marry her. 
le Lady was overjoy 'd to think fhe 
I compaffed her Aim, by which fhe 
Ted hetfelf to a Dignity no Princefs 
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of Europe would have refufed ; befidcs 
this, fhe has confefled that fhe really 
lovM the Duke. He was young, 
handfome, a Prince of the Royal Fa- 
mily of Francey and one who lov^d her 
to Diftradion ; fufficient Motives for a 
young Lady to beftow her Love! In 
Ihort, fhe fancy 'd (he had reaeh'd the 
very Summit of Happinefs ; but when 
they both refblvM to accomplifh it, 
they found the King put it oflF upon 
fuch trifling accounts, that they fcarce 
could be called Excufes : for, notwith- 
ftanding what the King had promifed, 
he was fo far from confenting to, that 
he was fully refolv*d to hinder this 
Marriage. Madam de T'bouars had too 
much Senfe to be deceived by thefe tri- 
fling Excufes ; fhe plainly faw that fhe 
never fhould obtain the defired Honour, 
unlefs fhe difTembled in her turn. 
She therefore pretended to fet limits to 
her Ambition, and to be fatisfyM with 
the bare Name of fuch a Prince's Mif- 
trcfs, who defires nothing more than 
to love and be beloveds However, the 
Duke of Berry and fhe had taken fuch 
meafures as they thought would make 
their Happinefs eternal ; and fome 
there arc who make no fcruple to 
aSett, that they were privately mar- 
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*ryM, which haften'd their Ruin. 
^ Shortly after this uncommon Modera- 

* tion (hewn by Madam de 7%ouars^ the 
^ new Duke of Gmenne 4e<;Ic(red that he 

* would go and fettle in that Province. 
^ Madam de Thouars exprelTed a great. 
' deal of Grief, and even Defpair, at 

* this Refolution. She outwardly did 
UU (he cou'd to divert him from his 
^Defign, and, when nothing v^ou^d do^ 
^fbe threatened to part from him ; and 
^ playM her cards fo very well, that the 
*King himfelf begg'd of her to accom- 
*pany his Brother as far as Guieme^ 
^promifing her, if flie wouM do it, he 

* wou'd leave her Miftrefs of all her Ac- 

* tions, and (he Ihou'd do whatever fhc 

* pleased to get the Duke. Tho* (he 
*did not in the leaft rely upon the 
' King's Promifes, yet ftie thought that 

* her only Bufinefs was to get the Duke 
*fi:om Court, and then fhe cou'd ma- 
^ nage him as fhe pleafed ; efpecially in 

* Guienne, where there was no body to 
^,controul his Aftions. Accordingly he 

' * fet out for that Place with a very mag* 
I \ nificent Equipage ; that of Madam d^ 
\ ^Thuars cou'd not be thought amifs 

* for a Dutchefs of Guienne i feveral of 

* ker Friends foUow'd her, nor cou'd any 
-tiung be. more pleaiaot than the b^n- 
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* ning of their Journey. They macte 

* their entries into, and fome flay m 
^ every City thro* which they pafs'd ; 

* where, by the King's Order, they 
^ were fumptuoully regaled : And thai 

* they proceeded, till unhappily they ar- 

* rived at St.^chn d^Angely^ where the 

* Abbot of the Place treated 'em very 

* fumptuoufly, and with as much Polite- 
^ nefs as they cou'd have expefted at 
^ Court. Dinner over, the Abbot him- 

* fdf gave the Duke a Peach of an un- 
^ common Beauty ; the whole Company 
^admired it, and indeed, far from cx- 

* peeing any thing of that kind, 'twas 

* f o early in the Seafon, one could not 

* have thought that any Fruit of that fort 

* could have been ripe. The Duke rc- 

* ceived it, and gave it Madam de T'houars, 

* who cutting it in two, gave the poor 
^Prince half of it, and eat the other 

* half herfelf. Scarce had fhe fwallow*d 

* it, but her Eyes grew dim and heavy, 

* her Countenance changed, and her roly 

* Lips became pale. Oh ! my Prince, 

* cry*d fie, feeling the faj^l Poiion at her 

* Heart, take care of yourfelf, you are 

* betray M. Help him, help him, comi^ 
' uud fie faintly, he's poilon'd. 

* I'm going— *— She had not ftrength to 
'-fay any thitJg m6re^ but fainted away ; 

I how** 
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4ioweyer, fhe came to herfcif again : 
Youth and Death had a hard flruggio ; 
but, ia the fpace of two Hours, the 
grim Tyrant remained Conqueror, 
Wlulft (he lived, (be did all (he could 
to open her Eyes, tho' loaded with 
Death, and iixed them on the Ptince^ 
who at the fame time felt the fatal 
Symptoms, tho' not in fo violent a 
manner ; probably that part of the 
Peach which he had eat, had not To 
much Poifon in it, or perhaps *twas 
owing to the Strength ot his Conftitu- 
tion. Thofe about him took all the 
care they poffibly could of him, and 
fnade him take proper Remedies ; bur 
nothing couM perfuade him to leave 
Madam de Tkouars. He held her 
Hands, hewept> he rav'd,' and groanM^ 
and fhriek'd -fo piteouTly, that c\ery 
Heart was piercM to hear him. In th© 
midft of Madam de T'houars's Torment^ 
it plainly appearM that (he fuffer'd 
more for the Prince than for herfelf ^ 
fhe was reftlefs, her Eyes always fix^d 
upon him > if accidentally he mov'd 
from his place, her Looks followM 
him. When the Poifon worked with 
him, , and he feemM in torment, the 
Tearis wou'd trickle down her Cheeks ; 
aor cou'd aay of the Company, at fo 

P ^ pitetous 
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* piteous a light, refrain mixing theirs 

* with hers. In vain (he feveral time^ 

* cndeavourM to fpeak : (he flammer'd 

* ouc the Prince's Name indeed, with 

* fome Exprefllons of Love and Grief, 
^ but fcarce fo as to be underllood. lA 
^ the Agonies of Death Ihe drew the 

* Prince s Hand to her Mouth, and 

* breathed out her laft upon it. This, 
•" Madam, indeed was a moving Spec- 

* tacle ; and I am furpriz'd that the 
*Duke of Guietwe's Grief had not i 

* quicker Effeft upon him than the Poi- 

* fon, and did not that moment deprive 

* him of Life. He lived fome few Days^ 

* but in Torments far worfe than Death : 

* the Name of Madam de TJ^ouars wascon- 

* tinually in his Mouth. In his Hand he 

* held a little Book, written with hek 

* own Hand, v/hich he 'was perpetual! v 

* kiffing. At length he dyM, having firfl: 

* commanded that both their Corps 
^ fliouM be depofited in the fame Tomb* 

* The faithful Lefcun took upon him to 

* fee his Matter's Will obey'd, and be 

* has fent their two Bodies on fliipboarfl 

* at J^mrdeaux with the perfidious Abboc 

* of St. John d'Angeliy that he might bt 

* amply revengM on him for his Matter's 
•Murder; and who, doubtlefs, will be' 
^ made an Example of, for all Pofterity. 

: This, 



5) Mgdatn, was the tragical £nd 
he unhappy Duke of Giuenne^ and 
unfortunate Madam de Thouars. 
s Story has RlVd my Mind with 
nge and difmal Ideas, which I am 
id of imparting to you. I fhall there^ 
I forbear Refledions of any kind^ 
haften to fubfcribe xnyfelf, CTc/ 

ie jQukC) having read this Letteti 
nu*d penfive and filent for fome 
then murmured fomething fofcly 
mfelf concerning fo extraordinary 
unfortunate a Death, then took up 
Letter, and read fome Paffages of 
ef again. At length, followM by 
tes only, he went to the Princefs of 
^lan^s Apartment to impart thi$ 
5 to her. When they had moralized 
it a little, the Princefs took this 
tunity of fpeaking in favour of the 
t d^AffgoUfme, whom (he fincerely 
uM ; and as the Interefts of her Fa- 
were very dear to her, ftie opened 
lind with more freedom than fhe 
hitherto dar*d to do: the time 
d critical and fortunate; the Duke 
lot in the lead feem furpriz'd ac 

(he faid. This encouraged her, and 
ontinu'd thus ; I really, from my 

pity the Duke of £erry ■: I do not 

D % \\^ 
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. pretend to be Politician enough to know 
•whether the Alliance wouM have been 
of as great Advantage to you, as foine 
Avoa'd have it. All that I know \% 
that, were I in your plhce, I ihouM aft 
upon Principles of Nature, and chufe a 
Prince of my own Family. What have 
you to do with all thefe Strangers here ? 
Let 'em go riot and reign at home. 
Can they be of any fervice to you ? Do 
they really love and^fteem you ? Or do 
you {land in need of their Alliance and 
Affiftance ? WouM not I therefore chufe 
a Prince who fhouM know how to value 
the Princcfs, one who fhou'd owe me his 
Fortune, and have Gratitude enough al* 
ways to remember it, always to love and 
honour me? and I knownoonewhowouM 
anfwer your Purpofe fo well in all fe- 
fpefts, as the Count d^Angokfine. Might I 
be bold, I wouM add fomething more, 
reply^d Comities^ and &y that he \i the only 
Prince worthy of being chofen by oar 
Duke, the only one who is endowed 
with the fame Qualities and Vertues, who 
wouM be able to keep up to the Gran- 
deur of that Fortune to which he (hou'd 
be raisM ; and, in fhort, the only one 
worthy to fucceed fo illuftrious a Prc- 
deceflTor. I believe. Madam, faid the Dubt^ 
that my Daughter might be very happy 

wich 
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"him ; add I can aflure yoQ/ that in* 
choice I intend to make, I (hall 
ys have a regard to her Happinefs. 
en put on the Politician, but never 
forget that I am a Father. For 
vctvs fakCj my Lord, rejpjy*d the Prin- 
of Gelderland, continue in that lau^- 
e, that reafonable Refolucion, and 
her a Husband (he can lo/e. How * 
ippy muft thofe be, whofe Choice is 
ir confulted, and who are yoked, 
Doupled ^ I am an unhappy Example^ 
bis myfdf^ My Temper, I am furfe, 
•ody can blame ; and I have an un*' 
toon Stock of Patience : yet, fpite of 

all the while I was in Gelderland^' 
nrer couM have one kind Word or 
ii nay, not one moment's quiet with 
Ittsbmid : and 'tis impoffible to an* 

for the beft Woman's Behaviour in 

a cafe. The Princefs,*.my Lord, is 
ely charming Creature, and may be' 
t happy if you pleafe ; I dare fwear* 
1 be fo with lb accomplifli'd a Prince^ 
le Count : 'tis for both their Inte- 

I fpeak. I do you jufticej my Lord» 
out anypareiculap view. I do not 
ofe any or my Brothers to you, thor 

are of the fame Blood as the 0)unt, 
ufe I am fully convinced that none 
em liave the Merit which he ha^/ 
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I am not unacquainted with his Meri 
tiflfi the Duke^ it has often led me i 
to thoughts of this nature ; you no 
confirm 'em, and I am determin d. Wh 
a Surprize this will be to all Emof^ 
How will it enr^e the King of FratL 
to fee one of his Subjeds as potent ; 
himfelf ! We muft be diligent^ and d< 
ceive his boafted Forefight. The thit 
muft be done before he can get the lea 
intimation of it ; we muft confound tl 
Care of his Spies, in the only tbic 
which he has no notion of, and the Sai 
cefs of which will be fo important t 
him. Make it your bufineds, Ornnnes^ \ 
write to the Count, who is now befoi 
Leyt0ure m Gmenne^ acquaint him wit 
my Reiblutions ; let him feign him£E 
iickj privately fteal away, and hafiea i 
us with all poffible fpeed. 

Never did^pomines undertake any thir 
with more Joy: the mcHiient he left tl 
PiOce, he wrote a Letter to the Coun 
and with it difpatchM a Gentleman 
whom he couM confide. 

Mean while the Princefs of GelderUm 
big with her iuccefs, and fearing if fl 
went to the Dutchefs, fhe fhouM me 
fo much Company, that fhe fhou'd wai 
an opportunity of telling what had pats' 
iNd in ter own Apartn^nt, and fei 

tl 



the Dutchefs word chat (he i^as nor 
wellj aod begg'd chat ihe and the Prin- 
cels wouM i^vour her with their com* 
pany for a moment : Upon their coming, 
Ihe repeated all the Morning's 0)nver- 
(ktion to 'em ; and whilll (he was fpeak* 
ing, unufual Gladnefs fparkled in her 
Eyes, as well as it did in thofe of the 
Dutchefs : and fpite of the Princefs's 
Modefty and Endeavours to conceal it, 
Joy (ate plainly confefs'd in every Fea* 
ture of her Face. 

Earl Riversy who all along appeared 
wholly ignorant of the Duke's De(^ns^ 
bat who, as the Count d*AngoIefme^s par* 
tidilar Friend, had been entruded with 
^tei, . went out a huntings as he pretend^ 
cc^ that Morning the Count was expee« 
ted at Court, and met him by the way« 
T^is impoifiWe to tell which of the 
two, when they embrac'dg expre(sM and 
really felt the moft Jofjffo very true 
it is, that we Ihare-every Joy and Grief 
of our Friends ; and that chofe Joys and 
Griefs are heightenM, and increasM by 
our (haring 'em* 

What are they doin^ faid the Count 
d^Angokfrne, at the place from whence 
you came ? Am I ezpeded with any 
impatience? Is my company de(ireA^ 
there i By your Looks I fee it. is ; and 

D 4. . that 
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that not only my Princeft is not chang^,' 
but is flill fully perfuaded no one upon . 
Earth loves and refpefts her more than 
I do. You will not only find the Pria* 
cefe not changed, re^ly d Earl Rivers, 
but the Duke alfo confirmed in hi* 
Defign, and your Happinefs ne^r at. 
hand: But tell me ingenuoufly, mj 
Friend, how do you take it? I have \o 
fair and near a Profpcft, refly^i the Count, 
of the only thing on earth I couM have 
wifh'd, the only thing that couM have 
made me happy, that I fcarce know my- 
felf how I take it. I am often examining 
myfelf to fee whether I am awakci 
and whether my Senfes do not deceive 
me r In fhort, fo compleat is the promised 
Felicity, that I cannot, dare not believe 
it. JBut tell me, my dear Lord, am I 
really going to be bleft ? Shall I at laft ; 
be happy ? ]||Ure not believe I (hiall ; 
fome cruel St^R of Fortune will at once, 
J fear, over-turn all my Hopes. 

That very Evening the Duke defir*d 
to fee the Count d'Angokfine in private, 
nvbich he did in a Clofet belonging to 
the Princefs of Gelderland : nor was any 
body prefent at this Interview, but the 
Dutchefs and Princefe oi Burgundy^ O- 
mines, and Vaubrijfet. The Count threw 
liimfelf at the Duke^s feet, who raised 

and 



nbracVl him. Count, faU be fmi" r 
and frefeming the Prsncefs to bim^ 
rou accept of this young Lady ? ■ 
1 1 have to give you at prefent ; 
ling more 'you may expeftintime, 

hope you'll wait for it witu a - 
>atience. All your Gifts, my Lord, '• 
' the Onim^ are precious;' but this 
Is *em all t and* your Generolity has 
you beftow upon me fomcthing ; 
(raluable, and far* excelling all that 
ave refervf^d for yourfelf.'^ In this 
?r it was that the Duke engag'd - 
rince and Princefs; and Orders ^ 
given to regulate every thing ne-«* 
J for the difpatch of fa imponant '\ 
Tiage; 

the Count was incGg, at the Court ;• 
trgundyy yet did he vifit the Princcfi>^^> 

5ay, and waited impatiently fop 
ne in which, they were to be united - 
en I cannot, ford be one day to her\ * 
e my Happinefs fo near, and no- 

but the aSual Pofleffion of your '" 

1 can perfuade me of the truth of 
Vhar has hitherto been (aid of my 
aching Felicity, ^ to me appears like ' 
e Chimera. The whole Gourfe of my < 
las been fo very unfortunate, that; 
npoffible I IhouM at once unexpec- 
reach the very Summit of ail m;; 

P 5 H^pe^ •> 
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Hopes and Wifhes. If you love ine^ r»^ 
-^Ij d the Princefsy you ought not to tor* 
ment yourfelf in this manner : your Ap- 
prehenfions at firft, indeed, had iotnething 
pleafing in ^em, as they feem'd an Efieft of 
your Paflion i but now you carry *em too 
far, and fill my Mind too with Appre- 
hendons and Difquiet. But perhaps I. 
have not hit upon the real Caufe of 
your Uneafinefs, may be you fear that|. 
after marriage, you fhan^t love mc as you 
do now > and that when you have tio* 
thing more to defire, your FafSon witt 
dwindle into cold Refped. Sure, MadanOi 
reply^d the Ccutity you cannot be in earned; 
in what you fay. I am not, cmfiuer^i tht 
Frincefs ; and to fpeak fincerely, I don't 
apprehend any fuch thing : for when rty 
3Dury Ihall be jpin'd to my Inclintltioiit. 
"'twill be no difficult matter, Ibelieve^. 
to let you fee how dear you are to mc ; 
and I perfuade myfclf, for I judge of 
your Sentiments by my own, that whcrt 
tove and Gratitudie are join'd, theyll 
make you true to your firft Paflion» I 
thank you^ my charming Princefe, repl/i 
the Q)unt ; and have Vanity enough to 
think you do me juftice in what you fay: 
for I am fully aflur'd, that when there 
fball be- no Obftacleto prevent our Hap- 
|fia£%. I fhalL love you cen thou&nd 

timej^ 
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times • better, if there be a Poilibility of 
kMring you better, than I do at prefent. 

In Difcourfes of this nature they ge^ 
oerally fpent their time : at length a Day^ 
bx the celebration of their Nuptials was 
fixed, and two Days before, the Prince 
and Princefs were converfing with all - 
the fondnefs that is ufual at fuch a time, 
in pnefence of Earl Rivers and the Dut- 
chos of Burgundy i And is my Happinefs 
very certain, f aid the Count ? Whence thea 
all this DKquiet? Why is my- Soul 
thus refllefs? M/ Impatience will noc 
lee me enjoy the leaft Rcpofe, to me the 
Nights feeni dreadful^ and the D^ys te- 
dious, and I reckon every Hour. I fee - 
her, faid be, pointing to the Princefs^ I am 
ai&ired that we (hall foon be united for 
ever : and yet I feel a certain Pain which ' 
Icannot expreCs^ior for my life get rid of. . 
At this they began to rally-- the Count 
upon his fecret Pain, and the Prhicefs 
herCelf wasalmoft oSended to find him fo 
xm^afy, tho but two Days off from his 
Happinefs : however, her little Anger - 
foon vani(h*d, when Ihe confider'd' ic 
was all the effeft of Love. At this in- 
fiant the Princefs of Getderland came in, 
(he had a very high Colour, and feem'd ^ 
as if fhe had been fleeping ; and upon 
asking her ho\y fhe. did^ihe told the 

Coin- <- 
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pany (he had not been right well for two 
or three Days, and now fancy 'd berictf ^ 
fererifh : and feeing that Earl Rivers was ' 
itoncern'd at it. However, faid fie^ tuimr 
ing towards the Onmt^ andfiniling^ I ihou^d 
be very forry if I was not to be at your 
Wedding, I know that without me your 
Diverfion wouM be all fpoilM ; and fince 
I have had the good fortune to be fo in- 
ftrumental to your Happnefs, I wouM 
not, methinks, leave you before I fee it 
compleat. For Heaven's (ake what do 
you mean. Madam ? faid the Princefsy ten^ 
derly embracing her ; and why with fuch 
fatal Expreffions will you damp pur pre- 
fent Joys ? Becaufc (he knows the Pain 
it gives us all, reply^d Earl Rivers, in a 
melancholy manner ; but one wou'd thinkj 
Madam, you need not make any farther 
tryal of your own Power, or the Weak- 
nefs of others. Never mind her, refly^i 
the Dutchefs^ (he may be fleepy, but not 
lick I am fure. . What Danger can be ap- 
prehended from fuch rofy Cheeks, and 
luch fparkling Eyes, or, at leaft, what 
Danger for henelf ? other Peoples Diftem- 
pers indeed may be increased by *em. This 
the Dutchcfs fpoke, alluding to her Huf- 
band, whofe Paffion the Princefs of Geh 
derland and £he ufed to rally, when by 
ihemfelves. Alas 1 Madam^ reply d this 

Prinr 
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Primifs^ thofe^ Biftcmpers mnft proceed 

filPRt ftmnge unknown Caufes ; for if rofy 

Cheeks^ iparUing Eyes, fine Complec* 

. tions", or any Beauties of the Body or 

Mind. cpuM qocaficm them, there are Peo^ 

pie in the World who might find more 

caafe for their Illnefs at home than a^ 

broad, and might there meet many more 

Beauties than they deferve. 

Whilft they were fpeaking; Earl Ba* 

versus Unea(ine(s increasM ; he made the 

Company obferve that (he really was 

much worfe than they thought for : there 

Was fomething in her Voice ah'eady 

changed, and with all the earneftnefs of 

a Man who fincerely loves, he conjured 

lier to take to her Bed, which,, out of 

complaifance, Ihe did; and the Night 

following, her Fever, which was an inter- 

jDitting one, return 'd very violently, and 

the feventh Fit the Phyficians judged her 

Illnefs mortal. The Grief of the whole 

Court, at this drcadfal News, can better 

be imagined than exprefs'd. The Duke, 

who was like a Man in defpair, wou'd 

not hear of any thing but the Princefs 

of Gelderland^ and fo the Marriage was 

deferred. The Dutchefs, who really 

lov*d her, was extremely afflided at the 

thoughts of parting with her, and was 

continually near hen Had the Count 
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JI^Ajugdifme and the Frincels c^ Bmjpmtfy' 
barely confider'd their own Interefl, they 
had good rea£bn to he fiil'd with forcow ; 
nor c^ Words expreft Earl Rivers'si 
Grief and Defpair. 

She dies, /add the Count d'AngoIefine t^ 
. the Princefsj fhe certainly dies, and my 
Happiiieis will again be deferr'd^ for ever 
perhaps deferrM ; this is what my fore* 
boding Heart told me, this was the Grief 
felt, which I couM not exprefs, and at 
which, tho without caufe, you was once 
ofifended, 

Thefe Words were but a too (iirc 
Prefage of the Prince's approaching Mi- 
fery, the Princefs of Gelderland vifibly. 
drew towards her end. The Phylicians-* 
try'd every Art to fave her Life;, but 
every Art proving v^a, they pronounced, 
thedreadfui Sentence of .her Death to the 
Sbke^ who, unable to bear the Shock of 
it, broke out in the moft piteous and 
moft tender manner imaginable. Th^v 
Dutcheis did not once foriake him w^iilft 
he was in that condition, her Virtue and 
her Kiindnefs movM him ; they got him 
out of the Princefs of GelderJand's Apart- 
ment, he threw himfelf at his Wife's 
Feet, begg'd her to forgive what he cou'd 
not help, his A&edions being thus di- 
vided^ andconjur'd her uqt to leave the 

Pcin* 



BtiBCtts in thtt Condition^ but to lend 
ber ^l the Aififtance. fhe poffibly could. 

Horror and Cbnfternatioa ut plainly 

tonfefs'd upon the Faces of lUi thole who 

were in the Chamber, the Pruice£s of 

Gelderland was the only one wlio appearM 

calm and undifturb'd ; but feeing the 

Grief of thofe who were prefent, fhe 

look'il very fied^sflly upon them, and 

finding that they, were willing to con^ 

teel it from her; Tou need not, faid 

fiej turn your Faces from me, I know my 

Doom, and am ready to meet it. The^ 

Words pierced the Heart of every Scan* 

dcr^by^. and a Flood of Tears bur ft. 

from their Eyes* And wherefore all this 

Grief I. faid {he : Are you afiliSed at my 

apprqaching Happinefs, or do you look 

tipon Death as luch a dreadful E^il ? I- 

<lie young, continued fie^ fopning her Tene 

4ii fight rf Earl Rivers, who really vms an 

QbjeB of Pity ; J die young indeed» but 

the moft I could have done was to have 

lived a few Years longer i 'Tis a com-* 

mon Debt of Nature, which fooner o,r 

•Ucer all muft pay. And then turning to^ 

wards the Princefs, Let the Room be 

deared for a moment. Madam, faid fis, 

that I may take n>y leave of the Count 

d^Aigolefme. As Che fpoke this, Earl ilr- 

ueri fhriek^d in ^ piteous manner, and 

feeing: 
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ftfsxig that there vsrss no fufpeded Perfott 
left in the Room^- he threw himfelf on 
hrsKnees^ frightenM and defp^ring, a- 
gainft the fide of the Princefs^s Bed^ and ^ 
with Eyes drowned in Tears^ he gazed as 
well as he could upon her, unaUe to ut«^ 
ter a word. Wafte not your time in 
Grief, my Lord, faid the Princefs to him^ . 
you muft not now entertain any other 
Thought but that of parting from me for 
crcr. To part from you ! cry^d ihe Earf^ ^ 
no, that's a thing I never can confent to„ . 
and even in Death I am refolv-M to ac« 
company you. You are miftaken, my 
Lbrd, refly*d the Princefs in a langutfbing ' 
manner^ you'll live and foon be comforted. 
The miferable PaiSon linfyired you witb, 
has been a Torment to your Life, but 
you are amply revenged on me ; and I * 
die with all your Tendernefs ; fully per^ 
fuaded I ^am, that one day^ you would < 
have loved me lefs than you now do, and 
Death does nothing more than what < 
Time would infallibly have done : A* 
dieu, my Lbrd, for we muft part. -As 
ihe (aid this, ffee endeavoured to turn a^* 
way from him, but found that her Hands 
were held by the Earl and the Princefs of 
Burgundy^ on which they pourM a Flood 
of Tears. Take thefe Ob jeds from my 
fight^ faidjbe^ they move me too much. 

'Twas 
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Twas with much ado they were per- 

fuaded to retire, nor would even that 

have been obtained of thern, had not the 

Bifhop of Liege, her Brother, undertaken 

it. The Princefs lived two Days after 

this, with as great a Prefence of Mind as 

cv^r Ihe had ; her whole Thoughts flie 

employ *d about another World, nor would 

(he fee the Duke or Earl Rivers more. 

As for the Dutchefs and Princefs, they 

continued with her to the laft, and the 

poor Princefs pf Gelderland begg'd pardon 

of the former for having ftole her Huf; 

band^s Heart, tho undefignedly, from her. 

She beggM of her alfo to ufe her good 

Offices with the Duke, that the Princt 

of Gelderland might be treated favourably 

id his Confinement. She told the Prin* 

cefs^ that fhe had no regret in leaving the 

Wiorld, but that of not having feen her 

^rriage confummated. In fhort, never 

di4 Woman look Death in the face with 

/b little Concern, and with fo heroick a 

Bravery ; her Senfes fhe retained to the 

iafl moment, and was after her Death adr 

^ir'd as an Example of Virtue, Pietyv 

Mnd Refignation. 

This Lofs * prodigioufly ihock'd the 
Duke of Burffmdjj who never was com* 
fbrted after it ; and it had a vafl influence- 
\ipon his Temper, which be never reco* 
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vcr'4 : Kor was Earl Amr/s Grief io^ 
leriar to his, d»o he concealed it from 
the CoQR, by tagmng a Fit o£ lOneis* 
The CoQoc dtAMf^^'^ ^^» ^iv^u heartily 
afflided, he had loft a Relanoo whom be 
loved and eileemed, aod to whom he was 
mach obliged. Nor was this all, be 
fcar'd that ac the fiune ame he had lod 
his Priooefs too ; Were my Apptcfaeofioos 
without Foondadon? ^id be §Me dof n beri 
and will yoa another time believe the 
Forebodings of my Heait? We have 
loA the Princds of GdEMM, and yon'll 
ibon be convinoed that with her my Hap* 
pinefr is fled : the Doke will ddbr out 
Marriage The Princeis milled hct' 
CompUunts with his» and feveral SitTS- 
pafs'd befiDie any body daied fyctk to the 
Poke about it. The Count ns'd to get 
in the' Duke's Frefimce as often as poffi* 
bly he ooold in ppvate, and one d^ as- 
he "^'M ftanding befive him, the Doka 
£etch'd a deep ^gh^ then fiartled like a 
Man who had long been buried in 
Thooghti and was juft recovering him- 
felf ; Count, /aid be^ I cannot at prefent-- 
think of your kSaixts i if you really love, 
you may eafily imagine what condition L 
am in : return back to France^ a longer 
ftay herewoukl make youfufpefied; if 
poifibly I. can^ L'il prolong the Truce :^ 

My. 



My Daughter (hall be yours^ I have al- 
ready given you my word ihe fhall^ and 
here t coniirm it ; no body elfe (hall ever 
have her. Go^ added he, embracing him^ 
and ftill continue our Friend. 

This Order thunder-flruck the Prince, 
who complain 'd of it to Comims in mo- 
ving TermSj as he was coming out of the 
Duke's Chamber ; and from thence haft* 
nine to the Princefs, I am come. Madam, 
faiaie^ to take my leave of you, and my 
Condition is the fame with that of a poor 
Mariner, who has k)ng been dreaming of 
a fruitful Shore, and awaking, finds him- 
l&lf involved in a Storm ; and in the midfi; 
o£ my Mifery, 1 do not know whether I 
ought to be bold enough to beg of you 
not to ^rget me. Hy Lord^ reft/d the 
PriMcefs^ the I)utcbe{s has juft informed 
oe of all that pats'd between the Duke 
and you ; and, methinks, fince we are 
xcduc'd to the neceffity of parting;, my 
leather's loft Words (hould at lealTmiti-* 
gate the Violence of your Grief. And of 
what iervice are thole laft Words to me^ 
t^tj^i the County I am at the fame time 
baniCh'd from you ? They are of very 
great fervlce to me, anfwer'd the Princejs^ 
fince they authorize thofe Sentiments 
which I entertain^ in favour of you, e- 
ven before the Duke confeoced that I 

QiQtQdd i 
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fhotild ; and his f^omife to you will ma&e 
me for the future indulge them more than 
ever. Then moderate your Grief, I be- 
feech you ; far from foi^tting, it will be 
one of the greacefl Pleafures of my Life 
to think of you : and I heartily wifb, 
continued /he bluft>ingy that your Return may 
he as fpeedy as you can defire it. . The 
Count threw himielf at her feet, made a 
thoufand Proteflations of eternal Rdelity, 
atid they- were both convinced how cruel 
this Separation was to each of them. 

Before the Count left the Court, he 
went and took his leave of Earl Rivers^ 
iRphom he had vifited everjr day fince the - 
Princefs of Gelderiand*s Death, and had 
ikid evety thing to him that he thoogfac 
could adminifler Comfort, to^fo tenUer n ? 
Heart : T%ey en^hraced each other a 
thoufand times, and confirmed their 
FHendihip b^ the mod fdemn Pebmiies 
tbey#ould make?- The Count then defired 
E^rl Rivers to plead his Caufe with the 
Fjrincefs as often as he could, which he 
engaged to do ; and added farther, that 
ht would not return to England rill ht 
had feen the Oount again in Burgundy and 
his Happinefs compleat. 

Scarce had the Count reached France^ 
when the Duk6 of Burgfrndyy unable to 
iupport his Griei^ refelvM to drown it,-- if 

poffible^. 
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^offible^ in the Din of Arms; and far 
from prolonging the Trace^ he broke ic 
before it was expired, making the Duke 
of Birtfs Death his Pretence for fo doing, 
and at the fame time fpread feveral Re- 
ports very injurious to Lmis: and entrihg 
into an Alliance with the Duke of Bri^ 
tany^ he marchM into France like a Tor- 
fent, bearing down every thing that op- 
pofed his Paflage. Earl Riij&rs followed 
him, with a deHgn to get rid of his Life 
and Pain at once i and as he always ex** 
pofed himfelf where the Danger was the 
greateft, he acquired immortal Honour. 
The Rebels ofGuieme being ftill up in 
Arms, the Count d'Angol^me had the 
good Fortune to be employed againft 
them 9 he deliverM Becugeu out of Prifon, 
where the Count £Annagnac had long de- 
tainM him : and fuch Courage and C6n-r 
dud: in a Man of his Age, made him 
juftly admirM throughout Europe. Had 
the Duke of Burgundy been obliged to 
faave encounter^ fo valiant an Enemy, 
he would not, doubtlefs, have made fo 
quick a Progrefs; but as it was, he pros- 
ceeded, fcarcely meeting any ReHftance, 
as" far as the Gates of BMuen^ and there 
feeing that the Duke of Britany did not 
come and join him, he returhM into the 
JUvi-Onmtries. The Dutchefs and Prin* 
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ce£s waited for him at Camhray^ aii4 tber0 
the fierce Warriors laid their Laurels at 
the Ladies feet. 

Charles was grown prodigious fond of 
the young Sovereign df Savoy^ who had 
foIIowM him in this Expedition i and whe- 
ther it really was his Etefign, or whether 
to engage Tolande cA France^ his Mother, in 
his Intereft, or thro' any other politick 
Motive, he gave out that he would marry 
him to his Daughter. The Dutchefs was 
tlie only one who dared, in the mildeft 
Terms fhe could invent, put him in mind 
t)f his Engagements to the Count d^Affgo^ 
l^me ; but he anfwer^d her very coldly^ 
That his Thoughts were changed : arid 
feeing the Princefs one day look very me-i 
lancholy, he askM her why fhe did not 

Srepare herfdf more chearfully for heif 
fjirriagc with the Duke of Samy. The 
!Duke of Savoy, my Lord ! repfy^d the Prin^ 
cefs; I never thought your Choice would 
have fallen upon him. Not thought it I 
faid the Duke ; why have not you ofteft 
heard it reported? Yes, my Lord, /wi- 
Jvjer^dfie; but I took it to be a Court 
Report, without Truth or Foundation t 
But you yourfelf never gave me pofitive 
Orders to receive any body but the Count 
d* Atigokfme. You commanded me, {and 
as Jhe ffuke tbis^ a md0 Bb^ werfpreai 

her 
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kr Face) you commanded me to look up- 
on him us a Man who was one day to be 
my Husband ; and I obey'd you. And 
don'c you know, refly^d the Duke very 
> mghfy^ that I have promisM you as often, 
and to as many Sovereigns, as my own 
private political Notions and the Incereft$ 
of the State have requirM it ? I do, my 
Lond, anjwer^d the Princefs ; but thefe 
Treaties were ail made ac a diftance fronii 
me, and I heard nothing more of Vm 
than what common Fame reported : But: 
what was done with the Count d^Augo^ 
kfrne^ was traniaded in xny prefence i you 
commanded me to receive his plighted 
faith, and to give him mine. Well, faid 
he^ and muft a Princefs. who has any Soul 
Or Counage, thus ferviJely obfervc thefe 
{^unftilio^ of Honour ? Your Heart, your 
l^aich, and all thefe thingi, are yours juft 
^s much as I pleafe to let ^em be fo ^ 
'Scnow, that the difpofal of ^em belongs to 
me. No dallying with mc, I beteecb 
you ; no fond Fits, no Endeavours to 
divert me from my Refolution, ^cwill all 
•be in vain : your Readine(s to obey me, 
let me dilpole of you how I pleafe, ought 
always to be your chief Glory. He faid^* 
and left her, without fo much as looking 
^poa her. 



72 7^ Secret Biftofy 

Tliofe who have lov'd will eafily imf 
ginc what Grief the Princefs felt. Ii 
varn (he caU'd the Count to her affiftance 
he was ftill employ 'd in Guietme: and* had 
he been near^ what fervice could he hay< 
done her ? Ail the Comfort fh» found is 
her AfHidion, was to complain of tbii 
hard Ufage of her Father's to Earl Riwerk 
Oft had ftie aflfuaged his Grief, in talking 
of the Princefs of GelderlaKd^s Death, and 
was the -only Perfon with whom the Eari 
lov*d to talk of her j nor had the Count 
d^Angokfme a fmall fhare in their Dif* 
courfe, and the nmtual Confidence they 
made each other of their Pains and Se- 
crets, had fometlMng very pleafant in iC| 
end made their Converfation charming to 
each other. But how foon was the plea- 
fure which Earl Rivers took in the Com* 
pany of this adorable Princefs changed 
into Torments ! Her lively Eyes, of 
which he knew every Motion, pierced 
his Heart ,• her Converfation enflavM him, 
€very Word fhe fpoke was a new Arrow 
which wounded his very Soul ; and, in 
Ihort, his Breafl: was filled with Love^ 
which lafted during the remainder of his 
days. Some cortiiderable time pafs'd e'er 
he was fenfible of his new Paffion, elfe 
would he have had courage enough to 
faiave refiftedy perhaps to have vanquilhM 
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^ \l lie knew very well what he ow'd 
the Count d'An^olefme, and had he not 
J been able to have overcome his Lo\'e, at: 
leafthe wou*d have fled from Burgundy ^3Lnd 
by his fllghj: have hid his Sentiments from 
i the whole World : but alas ! till it was 
too late, he was a Stranger to his own 
Heart. He believed his Mind fill'd with 
I" Thoughts of Urns and Tombs, and every 
• day he talk'd of the Princefs of Gelder^ 
fc landy but every day he faw and con- 
■ vers'd with the Princefs of Burgundy. 
At length the illuftrious Deceased begatt 
to be forgot, and he talk'd of her lefs 
find lefs every day ; and the firft time he 
Was fenfible of it, 'twas with furprize 
\ he obfervM, that to name the Countf 
^ fAngolefme was a Pain to him. Scartled 
I at this, he began to examine hinlfelf, 
and, with horror, faw the prefent Scare of 
: hislove-fick Heart ; but he dealt fincere- 
: ly with and never once flatter'd himfelf, 
' he knew he never niuft exped any return 
I of Love, he fet the Count's Happinefs 
before his eyes, recalled to mind the 
Sincerity of the Princefs, and how friend- 
ly (he let him read her naked Heart. 
A thoufand times he upbraided himfelf 
^ith dealing unjuftly towards the Count, 
ind as that Thought callM his Honour 
in queftion, it Ihock'd his very Soul t 
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admitted into their Coniidance. The 
Princefs was humming a new Tune, 
which had fomething fo foft in it, that 
it was impbffible not to be movM by ic . 
Earl Rivers had compofed Words to the 
Tune, upon the Death of thg Princefs 
of GeUerland, and which had fomething 
too very moving in 'em : flie was en- 
deavouring at that time, but cou'd not 
for her life, hit upon the Words. Juft 
at this inftant they faw two Men coming 
out of a little Pomegranate Wood, at the 
end of the Terrafs on which they were 
walking ; and knowing 'em to be the 
Earl and Cominesy the Princefs call'd to 
^em, and defir'd the Earl that he wou'd 
fing the Words he had made to that 
Tune. The Earl, full of his new Paf- 
fion, had that very Afternoon writ ano- 
ther Song to the fame Tune, but on a 
very different Subjed:, and was fo wrapp'd 
up in it, that inftead of complying with 
the Princefs's Requeft, he very innocent- 
ly began to fing : 

The Dead did wee my 'Thoughts emphy^ 
1*0 think of Urns 10 as once my Joy, 

And fiill I vjou'd mofi conjiant prove ; 
But Fate and Love now both confpire^ 
With a new Pafjieny my Bofom to fire ^ 

And you alom fm dam'd to love. 
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irl Rivers, who all this while thought- 
lad began the right Song, ftopp'd 

to let the Princefs fing it ; his Mif- 

had led him fo far, his Paflion had 
ported him fo much, and he had 

it in fo moving and fo natural a 
ler, that part of what he had en- 
3ur'd to conceal, now plainly ap* 
d : but as he was in company with- 
beauteous Princefl'es, they did not 
rft know to which of the two his 

was direfted. dinines himfelf cou'd- 
rell what to tliink of th^matter; 
fo great was their Surprize, that 

all continuM filent. Earl Rivers 
:he only one all this while who re- 
'd ignorant of his Miftake : he again 
'd the Princefs to fing, and was 
*d that ftie returned him no kind of 
'cr. At length the Dutchcfs broke 
long continued Silence, flie fooii 
1 that (he was not the Objeft of 
Earl's Paffion ; and reflefting upon 
^hole Adventure at once, (he.tliought 

was fomething very diverting in 

there was alfo in the Countenance 

ery body prefcnt, who ftood flaring 

one another in a very odd manner, 
mable to utter a Word : upon which- 
•urft out into a violent Fit of laugh- 
and recovering herfelf a little, I find^ 

E 3 my 



78 Tbc Secret Hifiovy 

my Lord, fa:i Jke^ thac you can fin| 
ir.ore Sv^ngs than one, and I am heartil) 
glad of it. I muft contefs I am nacuraUj 
very fcart'ul, and (hudder*d every time ] 
t height ycu was wandering amongll 
Ten bs, and in Burying-PIaces refleding 
on the Dead i I think we are all mightil) 
beholden to the fair Lady who has re- 
concird ycu to the Living. Thefe Words 
thunderiiruck the Earl; too well he knew 
what they meant, and was fenfible o( 
his Miftake when *twas too late to rcr 
jredy ii^ fo that inftead of returning 
an Anfwer, he only fetchM a deep Sigli 
Here the Princefe openM her Eyes^ and 
plainly faw what (hare fhe had id the 
Adventure, and in this fudden and 
ftrange Alteration : (he then at once b^ 
caird to mind all her former Kindnefles 
to the Earl, the (incere and entire Onhi 
fidence (he had repofed in him, and his 
Friendflhip with the Count her Lover 
Thefe Thoughts fired her with Indig- 
nation, and refolving to vent part of it 
upon the Earl ; I am fuch a deadly Ene 
my to Inconftancy, faid Jhe^ that tho 1 
have fometimes condemned the Earl'e 
exceffive Grief, yet fhouM I be forry tc 
find that he can receive G)mfort by en- 
gaging his Heart any where elfe ; and I 
ihott a rather fee him plung'd even in 

De- 



air, than know him capable of a 
Paflion, cho the Object of his Love 
*d be the moft beauteous Perfon up- 
he face of the Earth. I love that 
»Ie fliouM entertain the fame Sen- 
its I do : and thefe, I can aflurc 

are fo far mine, that (houM I lofe 
Count d^AngoIefme^ to whom the 
e my Father has engaged me, and 
n alone I can love, I am refolv'd not 

to look with indifference upon the 
oi Mankind, but I wou'd fhut my- 
ap in fome place where I fliou'd 
« ever fee Day-light more. Thefe 
noble Sentiments, reply^d Comines, 
they are very fevere ones. Madam ; 
5 is fcmething fupernatural in 'em^ 
thing- of which fuch an heroick Soul 
ours only is capable of. But, per- 
ng it grew late, they broke off^ and 
Off the whole Converfation, Earl Ri- 

did not fo much as once open his 
ith. 

*he Duke of Burgundy refolving to 
uict his new Enemies as much as pof- 

he <:ouM, concluded a Peace with 
King of France ; and the Count d^An-- 
me determining to enjoy the Liberty 
rave every body, fent the Princeis 
d he was coming into Flanders to 
: upon her. *Twas with, no litt'e 
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gundy y he askM the Page how his Maftcr 
came there ? who inform'd him that they 
were to lie at the neighbouring Town,. 
where they had left the reft of their 
Equipage ; but having reach'd their Stage 
pretty betimes, the Count was come out 
a walking with thefe Gentlemen. Up- 
on which, Comines ordering his Men 
to go on, clapping Spurs to his Horfe,, 
and riding to the place where tKe Count 
was, he haftily alighted, and they 
tenderly embraced each other. The 
Count immediately askM him whence he- 
came; and, without giving him time to 
anfwer, inquirM with fome tranfport,t 
what they were doing at the place he bad 
lately left. To this Comines anfwer'd him 
very coldly. That the Court was, as ufu- 
al, very tumultuous, and full of Intrigues, 
that the Duke was always taken up 
•with great ProjeSs^ but cou'd bring 
jione of 'em to bear i that the Dutchefs 
was ftill the fame, that the Princefs was 
more beautiful than ever^ tho not fo gay 5 
and that, for his own part, he was go- 
ing into France to fpend the remainder of 
his Days with King Louis. This laft piece- 
of News furpriz'd and fliockM the Count; 
he was fenfible of his Misfortune in lo- 
fing fuch a Friend as Comines^and he knew 
that whether be fled, or was exil'd, it 

woujl 
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ouM faU heavy upon him. The feveral 
'houghts that came crouding in upon 
n, difquieted and grieved him; he cou'd 
It imagine what reafon couM have 
dac'd Comines to leave the Court of 
irgundy ; and unable to bear this fiate 
Uncertainty, he order *d his Retinue 
leave him i and taking Comines by the 
and, they went and fate themfelves 
der a large Tuft of Trees, juft againft 
e of the Turnings of this little River, 
lich made the Place appear entirely 
itary, and fie for their Converfation. 
\ foon as they were feated, the Count 
dngolefme broke the Silence which they 
1 for fome time kepc: You fee my 
rprizcy fays he ^ and I cannot perfuade 
^felf that there is the leaft Probabiiity- 
what you tell me : Who fhall make me 
ieve that fo great a FavouritCi one 
lom the Duke has loaded with Kind- 
s, is willing to leave his Court, or^ 
.t he fliouM difcharge one who is fo - 
seflfary to him, his great Mafter of the* 
>ufe, his Cup-bearer, his Chamberlain,^ 
I, in ftiort, one whofc Counfels have 
de him the mighty Man he is.v No, . 
nines^ in this you do not deal finccrely 
:h me. Have but a moment'is Patience, . 
Lord, reply' d he y and I* will tdl you . 
lothing, which yet you never beard",^. 

aiuJU 
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and which, for me, the reft of the World 
fhall always be ignorant of. The Count 
faithfully promised him to keep his Se- 
cret, and Comines began his Hiftory thus. 






"t/je Hiftory of Comines. 

YO U know, my Lord, that my Fa- 
ther was fovereign Baillif of Flan- 
aers, nor was he Icfs confpicuous for his 
■Virtues than his Qliality. As I grew 
up, he refolv'd, if poffible, to make fome- 
^ling of mc, by giving me an Education 
uncommon, at a time when People cf 
Quality feem to affeft Ignorance. In 
foiiiC meafure I anfwer^d my Father^S 
E^peftations ; and Fame, which always 
adds to a Story w hen fhe reports it, per- 
fuaded the World that I had fomething 
valuable in me; infomuch that Philip, 
firnam*d the Gtod^ was defirous of having 
me at his Court, fancying that my Ex- 
ample wouM be of great fervice to his 
Soni that he wouM grow learned in my 
company, and wouM be renderM capable- 
of governing thofe Dominions which he 
was one day to inherit. I was there- 
fare placed near the Count de Charolois, 

now- 
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Duke of Burgundy, who fooa 
. me with an uncommon Love, and 
me more like a Brother than a Fa- 
te. I always fhared in his Diver- 
, we hunted, we danced, we play'd, 
)ften lay together : in fhort, I was 
appieft Man living, I fincerely lov'd 
fr'oung. Matter, his Temper was ex- 
it, his innate Virtues were grcat^ 
lie wou'd have been the moft glori- 
.'rince of his Age, had he not taken 
nplacable Averlion to the King of 
:ey and had he not been pufi: up 

his Succefs ; but this it was that 
'd his Temper, you know him as well 
do. He prefumes fo far on his own 
wledge and Experience^ that at pre- 
no Mian dares offer to counfel him. 
1ft at Peronne^ however, he ftill wou'd 
1 to my Advice ; and the Mildnefs 
\ which I engagM him to behave himr 
there, wrought fo much upon the 
T of France^ that he ftill remembers 
and from that time he formM a Der 
of getting me away from the Duke ; 
all the Efforts he has us'd wouM have 
I in vain, had not this late Misfortune 
pen'd to me. 

'*he Count de CharoUis, yop know, has 
1 marryM three times, but *twas 
:h agaioft his own natural Inclinations, 

that 
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that he decerminM this laft time to ^ti 
Margaret of Tork^ having always had a 
Veneration for the Houfe of Lancafter^ 
from which one of bis Anceftors was 
fprung : however, the then Pofture of 
Affairs obligM him to this Alliance, and 
he fent me to meet the Dutchefe, that I 
might make him a faithful Report of her 
Temper, and of every Quality and Hu- 
mour I could difcover in her ; and at the 
lame time to let him know whether fhc 
really was as beautiful as fome reported 
her to be. 

Purfuant to his Order, I faw her, and 
thought her too beauteous : You fee I 
flightly pafs over the Source of my Mif- 
fortunes, but from what I have faid you 
may eafily fuppofe I loved her, and was 
now convinced of the Truth of what I 
never before would believe, that at firft 
fight the Heart may for ever be capti- 
vated : This was a Notion I before 
laugh'd at, always fancying that the 
Flames of Love were like artificial Fire- 
•works, which you muft ^voluntarily fet 
fire to, if you intend to play them off. 

At my firfl Approach towards the 
Dutchefs, I was feized with what I 
then took for Admiration, but was in 
effefl a violent Paffion, and I could not 
utter a. word i the Dutchefs took notice 

of. 
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ny Confufion^ and as fhe had run a- 

^ with the common Notion, that I 

a Man of Senfe, fhe was pleased to 

what effeft her Beauty had upon me, 

it threw her into a very gay Hur 

ir. She knew how well the Duke 

:d me, and was refolved by her Good- 

: to engage me in herlntereft, not 

bting but that I might be capable of 

ing her in the Sequel. Her Kindnefs 

confounded me more, my Eyes in- 

d were at liberty, but my Mouth I 

Id not open. At length the Dutchefs 

ling a little. Well, my Lord de Comi- 

faidjhe, what Reception is there pre- 

ing for me m Burgundy? Is the Red 

fe efteem*d there as much as ever ? and 

ft our Whitenefs be reckoned as no- 

ig ? This me faid, alluding to the 

itiments of the Duke, which (he had 

.rd of, and which fhe thought I could 

be unacquainted with. My Confu- 

1 lafted but too long, however at laft 

2Cover'd myfelf, and began' to talk ; I 

leavour*d to confirm the Dutchefs in 

good Opinion fhe already entertained 

me, and fhe feem'd pleasM with what 

lid. 

I fhall not now relate all that pafs'd at 
5 Celebration of thefe Nuptials. In 
Kefs of Time I found my Paffion very 

tKadcv 
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much increased, nor could I forbear gi-" 
ving vifible Demonftrations of it i and as 
I have (ince been inform^ by one of her 
Maids, fhe fincerely pitied me. 'Tis 
ten thoufand pities, vjoiild jbe often faj^ 
this young Man wiU certainly ruin him-* 
felf i he has a great deal of Senfe, and is 
naturally very difcreet, but 1 am afraid 
his Paffion will hurry him on to extrava- 
gant Actions : and as I fomecimes did 
expofe myfelf in a ridiculous manner, fhe 
would chide me, but with fo much 
Goodnefs, that inflead of reclaiming, fhe 
effeAually ruined me : I thought this 
Goodnefs proceeded from quite another 
Motive ; had I known the real one, I 
ftiould from that time have given over 
all my Hopes, which I have fince fa-? 
tally found were built upon a very wrong 
Foundation. 

The Dutchefs of Burgundy has fome- 
thing in her more than is natural to Wo- 
mankind, never was there a more un- 
fhafcen Virtue, but at the fame time ne^- 
ver a more reafonable, folid and humane 
Virtue ; (he has a foft, a pitying Heart, 
and loves where flie ought to love, more 
affedionately, perhaps, than another can : 
Slie ' has formfd a very particular Idea of 
Love, and thinks the little God fhould 
never lead his Votaries on, but to great 

and- 
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md noble Adions ; what (he calls weak, 
evil and fiiameful things, (he thinks ne- 
ver can proceed from this Paffion : there 
are but two things in it blameable, (he 
iays, a too fervile Humbling, and a too 
prefumptuous Exaltation. As for all the 
other Diforders which too frequently 
happen, flie will not allow them to be 
the EfFed of Love, they abufe the Name, 
*tis a fhocking Commerce, (he fays, 
which ought to be abhorr'd by afl rea- 
fonable Souls. 

This, my Lord, is the Dutchefs's Cha- 
rafter, and you fee what I had to truft 
to, or hope for; I faw it too, but in 
vain I my Love was fucb, that no folid 
Reafoning, no Obftacle, no Impoffibility, 
could le(ren it ; even Time, the common 
Remedy of Lovers, inftead of healing, 
did but increafe my Wounds. What adr 
ded to my Misfortunes, and made them 
^very day greater and greater, was the 
JDuke's Friendfhip, who would make 
me live in an entire Famj|}j^ity with 
him, and by that means y/ai perpetu- 
ally expofing me. I was/ with him at 
bis Levee, at his Petit Couchee i I fre- 
quently faw him in bed with his Wife, 
(he often drefsM before me : and in (hort, 
my cruel Fate, or rather the Duke's 
Kindnei}?^ made me face fuch Dangers;, 

that 
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that no one could efcape ; my* Eyes \ftw 
every day charm 'd, and my whole Soul 
was loft in Love. 

By this means I was every day guilty 
of fome extravagant Folly, but as I ne- 
ver addrefs'd myfelf to the Dutchefs, 
but when I had an Opportunity of be- 
ing in private with her, my Follies were 
not publick. The Princels indeed fre- 
quently faw them, and feverely chid me ; 
but 'twas all one, for I no looner faW 
the Dutchefs again, and found an oppor- 
tunity of fpeaking with her, but I was 
fuilty of the fame : and, in ihort, my 
ailion hurryM me on in fuch a manner, 
that I difcover'd myfelf to their Maids 
too. The whole Court being, once at 
Ruerej a Hunting-Seat of the Duke^s, I 
met the Dutchefs in the middle of the 
Park, accompany'd by her Maids, to 
whom fhe was reading fome Verfes ; flic 
happenM to have no Gloves on, and wil- 
ling to crofs a little Rivulet, over whicb 
there was no Bridge, but a fingle Boards 
ihe gave me her Hand, that I might help 
her over. You that are a Lover, may 
eafily imagine my Extafy; I took the 
fnowy Hand between both my own, and 
fondly prefs'd it, then throwing my Knees 
to the Ground, kifs*d it with a Tranf- 
port which I was not maftcr of. The 

Dutchefs 
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latchefs feeing what I did, puU'd back 
er Hand with fome Violence; this 
/aked me from my Dream of Love, I 
an with the utmoft Confufion imagina- 
le, and looking about, we faw all her 
^ds laughing. Upon this I left 'em very 
ibruptly, whilft Defpair fat plainly con- 
eCs'd in my Facej I was refolved to leave 
&irgundyj and hailen to the fartheft Parts 
3f the Earth, but I could not refolve to 
leave the Dutchefs : full of a thoufand ex- 
travagant Thoughts and wild Reflexions, 
I wanderM in the Gardens, and not 
knowing what I did, or where I was, I 
loft myfelf. About the Clofe of the E- 
vening the Duke met me, and told me, 
that lome of his Servants had been in 
queft o£ me for above two Hours. The 
Datchefs has ask'd me, continued he, to 
make up a Set, I han't time to play my- 
felf, and mud: beg you to take my place. 
As he (aid this, we walkM towards the 
Houfe, where having led me in, he fea- 
ted me near the Dutchefs, who had fo 
mnch Goodnefs in her as not to take the 
lead notice of what had happened. 

This Proceeding wrought more upon 
me than all my former Arguments and 
Refolutions, and I determined at leaft, if 
I could not overcome my Paffion, to hide 
it from the whole World, by making 

myfelf 
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myfelf abfolute Matter of all my AAions» 
The Raillery of thofe Maids, who were 
the Witneffes of my late Folly, and | 
which I could not well (land, confirmM 
me in my Refolution i and, in fhort, I 
made myfelf fo far mailer of my Paffion, 
that for near the fpace of a Twelvemonth 
I could talk of it even to the Dutche^ 
herfeif, as of a thing which 1 ihould have 
condemn^ in another, and which I 
thought very ridiculous in myfelf. How 
happy fhould I have been, could her pra- 
dent Counfels have entirely wrought iny 
Cure ! But alas ! fhe was too perfed, and 
I really believe that her many and un- 
common Virtues, which I had an oppor- 
tunity of feeing in their utmoft Perfec- 
tion, did but add Fuel to my Flame. 

^Tis impoffible to imagine what Mife- 
fies I relapfed into, and I really became an 
Objeft of Pity ; I was very fenfible that 
my Folly would prove my utter Ruin, 
fliould the Duke ever have the leaft Suf- 
picion of it : this would make me refolvc 
to overcome it, and whilft I was full of 
this Refolution, on the fudden I fliould 
find my Face covered with Tears. I found 
it was impoffible for me to live and not 
adore the Dutchefs i then would I madly 
to myfelf beg ten thoufand Pardons of 
her for having once entertained aThoughc 

o£ 
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dJT ceafing to love her, as if that Thought 
tiad been one of the moft criminal and 
tnoft injurious to her imaginable. I again 
put- on my Chains, and vow'd eternal 
Slavery. Many a time did I weep like a 
Child, then would I refleft how grofly 
Men are deceived by outward Appear- 
ance, and that thofe who are thought the 
wifqft and ftrongeft, often prove the weak- 
eft and moft foolifh. 

I forgot myfelf once more, at the Prin- 
cefs of Gelderland^s Nuptials, you remem- 
ber the famous Dance, in which you 
made one as well as myfelf; the Duke 
himfelf, you know, with ChatiUon^ Pamelin^ 
and Vaubrijfet, made up the Number : the 
Dutchefs reprefented a Goddefs, and was 
to defcend in a Chariot ; at fight of her 
I was loft in Extafy, and inftead of danc- 
ing, ftood ftill, and gazed up at her : 
How beauteous is Ihe, cry^d I, and how 
worthy of our pureft Vows ! The Duke 
at that time, in doing one of his Figures, 
was pafling juft by me, upon which he 
gave me a pufli, and ask'd what I was 
about ; his Voice confounded me, but I 
foon recovered myfelf, and all who had 
obferv'd me, far from entring into the 
real Caufe of this Aftion, thought me a 
skilful Courtier, who loft no opportunity 
of ingratiating myfelf : fo very true it is^ 
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that when the World has oftce a good tt* 
pinion of a Man, his mod ridiculous Ac* 
tions will pafs for wife and politick Step^ 
The Dutchefs talked to me verv ferioufl]^ r 
concerning this new piece of Extrava* 
gance, and endeavour d to reclaim xsiti 
tor fhe thought me of great fervice to 
the Duke her Husband. The Reputa» 
tion of Wifdom, which I had fo unjuftlj 
acquirM, made moft of the Potentates ot 
EuYope defire my Company ; the King d 
France efpecially had feveral times endcar 
vour'd to get me away^ and had made 
fome Offers for beyond any thing I coufd 
expeft or defire, but I refusM them all. 
The Dutchefs was very fenfible that this 
Refufal was owing to her, and the Duke 
fufficiently Rewarded me, by repofing an 
Hcntire Confidence in me. 

At length, my Lord, the time came 
when you communicated your Secret to 
me, and the brave ImbercouTy by his fage 
Counfels, direfted you, whilft I was em- 
ployed in the moft tender Negotiation of 
your Affairs, and fpeaking of you to your 
charming Princefs. 

During your Abfence, you were al» 
ways the Subjeft of our Converfation \ 
we often wTote to you, our greateft Plea- 
fure was in receiving Letters from you : 

a 
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a Pleafure in which the Princefs had no 
fmall fhare. 

. I at length ventured to talk to the Duke 
concerning you, you already know what 
Saccefs I met with ; the Princefs of Gel^ 
ierlaiid finifliM what I had fo happily be^ 
gun : the Duke pitch 'd upon you for a 
Son-in-law, and what we had told you, 
he with his own Mouth confirmed. Your 
Happinefs was deferM by the Death of 
that beauteous Princefs, you know what 
Obftacles have (ince laid in your way, we 
were now in hopes of removing them ; 
i had fent to defire your Return, and 
might perhaps have been very inftrumen- 
tal to your Happinefs, had not your cruel 
Fate, as well as mine, contrived my Ruin^ 
add overturnM our whole Scheme dX 
once. 

The Princefs of Gelderland's Death has 
quite fpoilM the Duke's Temper, and 
his continued Grief often made his Com- 
pany intolerable. Vaiibrijfety who envied 
me, now began to be loved by his Matter, 
and knowing how tender he was in Punc- 
tilious of Honour, he contrived my Ruin, 
by artfully infinuating to the Duke that 
I loved the Dutchefs. Upon this the Duke 
immediately refolvM my Ruin ; but be- 
fore he compafs*d it, he was willing to 
fee what Encouragement the Dutchefs 
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gave my Paffion, and a thoufand Strata* 
gems he ufed to dive into this Secret ; he 
often made it his bufinefs to bring us to- 
gether, and when he had done, he ^a^ 
rowly obferv'd us himfelf, for he never 
trufted any body with his Defign : and 
I have fince been pofitively aflfurM, that 
when Vaubrijfet made the Difcovery to 
him, he told him he was mad, for enter- 
taining a Thought of that nature ; and 
orderM him, as he valued his Life, never 
to fpeak a word of the matter to any body 
elfe. The Duke v as too haughty to let 
any body fo much as think any one da* 
red rival him, and he determined to take 
fome fpeedy and fecret Method for part- 
ing us. As I faid before, he ftriftly ob- 
ferv'd us himfelf, and was foon convinc'd 
of my Prefumption ; and the little Enh 
couragement I met with, my languilhing, 
paflionate, fometimes bold, often fearful 
Looks, too plainly difcoverM my Love >• 
whilft thofe of the Dutchefs had notliing 
but Innocence in them, and were equally 
direi:ted towards me and every body in 
the Prefence, without the leaft AfFefta- 
tion. Her Condud had fomething in it 
fo regular, and fo very prudent, that he 
himfelf loved her the more for it; at 
length he overheard a Converfation be- 
tween us, where, if he had any reafon to 

coa- 
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idemn my prefumptuous Love^ he had 
le to admire his Wife's unfhaken Vir- 
r. Nothing now was wanting but the 
*ans oif removing me from Court with- 
: noife^ or giving any body occadoh to 
pe& the real Caufe of my Difgrace. 
le Duke was willing to make even me 
tranger to it, and wanted nothing but 
opportunity of croffing or aflfronting 
; in fuch a manner^ that I fhould of 
fclf reCblve to leave him ; nor was it 
g beferel qiyfelf imprudently gave him 
5 long fought-for Opportunity. 
We had been out a hunting one day, 
1 our Sport over, the Duke made the 
I of his way home, whilft I was acci- 
itally detainM behind ; nor did I reach 
ne till fome confiderable time after 
n. Alighting from my Horfe, I met 
Officer belonging to the Dutcliefe, 

told me that (he had had a violent 
of the Cholick all that Afternoon, 

1 was really very ill : troubled at this 
ws, I immediately flew to her Apart- 
it ; the Duke was got there before^ 
[ hearing my Voice as I came thro t!*e 
tichamber, he hid himfelf behind the 
1, ordering thofe who were prefent to 
e no notice of him. The Dutchefs 
5 fo very ill, that (he did not fo much 
(ee or hear what was doing, and I 

F cata^ 
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.dcame in booted as I was, .dUd found her 
in prodigious Pain, and her Face radly 
.alcerM. MovM at this fight, I came tth 
wards the Bedfide ; and feieing no faf^ 
peded Perfon there, Alas! Madam, fmi 
/, were you in torment thus- whHfttfce 
wretched Oww/^^i" was diverting t^mfelf? 
Jfliou'd have gone on, buttoundtbac 
the Dutchefs did not lifien to what I 
Jaid, and indeed did not fo much 19 
know that I was there. The Pain I finr 
her in, ftruck me to the very Soul ,• «k1 
this joinM to the Fatigue I had that day 
endur'd, had fuch an Effed upon me, that 
I fainted away, and fell upon the Bed. 
The Duke faw this, and rufhing fiirioufly 
from the place where he had ftood c5on- 
ceal'd, he refolv'd to make this his Pre* 
tence for affronting me. There was no 
^body in the Room but the Dutchefs's 
Women, and Phyficiaris, who were now 
pt about me, flinging Water in my 
'ace, and endeavouring to recover xot^ 
when the Duke came, and taking hold 
of my Legs, dragged me at once from 
off the Bed ; and doing it with violence^ 
he puird off both my Boots, which, in a 
Paffion, he threw at my head, fayiog 
that this was what I deferved for my In- 
folence, in coming thus booted into the 

Dutcheis^s Qiambcn Iwao juftGom9kg 

to 
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to myfelf when this lad Violence Avas 
oflfer'd me, and was fo enragM at the 
Duke's proceeding, that I refolvcd im- 
mediately to leave him. I fpent buc 
two Days in difpc fing* of and fettling 
«U my little Adairs, and then determined 
to carry the Wrecks of my Fortune into 
Firance. The Duke had goodnefs enough 
to go to one of his Country Palaces, and 
(b gave me the full liberty of feeing 
and taking my leave of the Dutchels 
before I went. She really fhared my 
Grief, gave me feme wife and whole- 
fome Advice, exhorted me to behave my- 
felf with more Prudence at the Court 
of ErancBj and defirM me to take care 
and make myfelf abfolute Mafter of all 
my Paifions. I was fcarce able to return 
any Anfwer, her Words piercM my 
Heart, and fhe concluded with advifing 
me to make a better ufe of that Wif* 
.dom which Heaven had bellow M upon 
me, and never to employ it but in fe- 
rious Aflfkirs, and Bu(inefs of State ; and 
fuch a Condud as this wouM make me 
worthy of that Pafllon which I had dared 
entertain for her. 

I waited upon the Princefs alfo, who 
talk'd very much concerning you : we 
took effedual meafures for writing to 
each other^ and I promisM to ufe my ut- 
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moft Endeavours to engage the King of 
France in your Intereft. This done^ I 
left the Court of Burgundy. 

And is it poffible, Comines, cry'd tk 
'Prince^ that all you tell me ftiou'd be 
true? This Adventure has fomething 
fo furprizing in it, that at firft it ap- 

' pears like a Dream : But now I recoiled 
leveral former Paffages, I muft condemn 

'>my own Stupidity in not having long 
fince difcoverM your Love. But tell mc, 
1 befcech you, for that^s a Myftery I 

' cannot yet comprehend, how you cou'd 
4:onceal, for Years together, to violenc 
A Pailion from the moH: polite and mod 
difcerning Court in Europe. I loved, r^- 
fly'd Comines, but 'twas the Dutchcfe's 
Pcrfon only that I loved 5 and as it was 
iny grcateft Pride to know that I loved 
her, 10 'twas my greateft Care to cdir 

' ceal it from the reft of the World. The 
Bifhop of Liege^ whofe Charafter ought 

' to have made him take care to conceal 
jhis Paflion, behaved himfelf much more 
indifcreetly than I did. His Love for 
the Dutcbefs was often the Subjeft of 
publick Converfation ; however, I can df- 
lure you, it never gave me one moment's 
XJneafinefs, fo very certain I was that the 
Dutchefs cou'd never deviate from the 
jPaths of Honour. Butalltbis^ myL(xrd» 
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foreign to our purpofe i let us for ir 
ile forget my Affairs, and think of 
irs : Perhaps you don't know that the 
ke is fet out for 'TryerSy and with fo 
y fumptuous a Retinue, that People 
e out that he is gone to receive the 
tie of King from the Emperor ; but,. 
that as it may, I am fully perAiaded 
l^^tis fome ambitious Motive that car- 
i him thither : and as he has taken 
Princefs his Daughter with him, I 
afraid^ that fliou'd the Emperor in- 
upon his giving her to Maximilian 
Son, he won't flick at that to corn- 
is his Ends. Thien Vm loft indeed, re- 
'd the Caunt I but, dear Comnes, advife 
quickly what muH be done in thi$ 
e. You have no Hopes left,, but in 
t Conftancy of the Princefs, reply^d 
mnesj and in the fage Counfels of Im^ 
wur^ They are at nb great diftance 
Sore you, leave your Equipage, and 
tew *em quickly ; remain incog, at the 
aperor's Court, Time and Opportuni- 
will inftrucl you better than I can. 
Upon this they rofe, and the Prince 
ibracM, thank'd, and left Comines ; and 
dng but two Men with him, he haften- 
after the Duke of Burgundy^ and over- 
)k him at a little Town, five Days 
orney from Tryers ; and arriving there, 

F 3. \\^ 
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he immediately enquired where Earl Hr-^ 
njws lodg'd, and it being pretty late, he 
went to his Quarters. Coming in, he- 
met no body but one of the Earl^s Seiy 
vants, who knew him, and told him that 
his Mafter was juft come in, and had 
ordered that no body (hou'd be admitted 
to him. However, he was very well fa- 
tisfy'd that the Count was not includeAia 
this order, and let him go into his Mar 
fter^^ Chamber, for the Count would 
pot fuffer him to give him notice of his' 
Arrival Coming foftly into the Cham- 
ber, he faw the Earl fitting near the Bed^ 
fide,leaning his left Elbow on a little Tar 
ble, on which flood a half-written Letter, 
and his Eyes were fixed oa a little Pic^ 
ture-cafe which he held in his Hand* 
UnwilJing to interrupt his Reverie, the 
Prince ftood diredly before him, not 
doubting but that he was thinking of 
the Princefs of Gelderland; fome Tears 
which he faw trickling down his Cheeks, 
confirn/d him in this Opinion. At 
length he fetched feveral Sighs, and ut- 
ter d fomething to himfelf, but fo very 
lowi that the Prince cou'd not tell what 
he faid ; but raidng his Voice a littlCi 
No, faid he, not all the Love I bear you, 
ihall ever make me violate my Friendihip 
tohim« 

The 



e Prince all this while confider^ft 
ery attentively, and plainly faw • 
t was a Pidure-cafe he held in his 
, but was not able to diflinguilh' 
Pidure it was: upon this, he left 
ace where he flood, and without fo 
as being heard by the Earl, he came 
i hin>: Bat, Gods! how great was 
rprize when he faw the Princefs of 
wdf's Pidure? And he has lince 
;»v that it was impoiHble for him to 
^ the various and tumultuous Paf^^ 
be^ai th^t time felt warring in his 
; iH>rcpu'd Earl i^'wr/s Pain be 
f^e to his. Willing, to &tisiy his 
Qty a little farther, he cail his Eyes 
the Letter which (4ie Earl had 
^. and' in it found the Mowing • 

onir Commands, Madam, fhall be 
^M i nor' will I fo much as think 
they are cruel. I know that I was 
I to fuflfer, and fpite of you, nay, 
5 of myfelf, I muik adore you : I 
the Count d'Angokfm too, and 
w that he is the only Man Hving 
^ deferves to pof&is you. I have 
idy difpatchM fome trufty Servants 
licquaint him with what Misfor- 
% threaten him ; and if he does 
come time enough to prevent 'em, 

F4^ 'he 
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^ he fhall at leaft hear what a Man can 
* do for him, who - - - • - 

At fight of this Letter, the Prince's 
Paffion was abated^ but his Wonder ra- 
ther increased than leffen'd; and unable 
to contain himfelf any longer, he clapt 
his Hand upon the Pidure : Surprized at 
this. Earl ^/-z/^j turnM fhort upon him ; 
Good God, cry^d the County what do I 
fee ! He wou'd have gone on, but cou'd 
not ; and his Eyes were forc'd to expreft 
what his Tongue refused to utter : not 
was the Earl's Cafe very diflferent ftom 
his; fome confiderable time they ftood 
jGIently gazing on each other, and in a ftare 
of Mind much more eafily imagined than 
exprefs'd. At length Earl Rivers broke 
thro it, and catching the Count in his 
Arms, Pardon me, my dear Prince, crj'i 
hey pardon me, I beleech you, and hiear 
at leaft what I have to urge - in my own 
J)efence. I did not tamely yield, loi^ 
did I ftruggle with the growing Paffion, 
fiill do I endeavour to fupprefs it ; and 
tho it has got the better of me, yet have 
you as great a fhare in my Heart, as the 
beauteous Princefs whom we both adore* 
Here he told him, but in fuch a man- 
ner that one might eafily perceive he 
fpo!ke nothing but the naked Trutht 

what 
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at Torments he had endurM after the 
Qcefs of Gelderland^s Death, how long 

Affliftion had iontinuM, and how 
n that crael State, he had planged 
> one far more miferable, by falling 
lo^e wich the PHncefs. He did not 
ceal one Thought, Adion, or Defire 
B him, and faithfully related in what 
aner he hiad been received by the Prin- 
?,. when he undefignedly revealed his 
Ion : he told him how much he had 
a defpis'd* by her, and that Ihe ac 
jth had pardoned him, only upon 
dition that he fltou^d never talk to her 
LiOVCybut that he fhou^d ftill retain 
lame Friendfhip, as formerly, for the 
iht d^Angplefme^ and be as zealous on 
Dccafions to fcrve him : that fince that 
; he had religioufly obferv'd his Pro- 
;, and had frefe accefs tb her. He" 
ed. That the Difgrace of Omines had- 
J much afllifted 'em all; that the'- 
ce's Journey had furpriz'd ^m, but 
: their Trouble had been very much- 
•easM, at his ordering thePrincefs m- 
)mpany him : But what, contjnaed he^. 

pafsM to-day, has^ too plainly dif- 
5r*d the Duke's Intent. We had fcarce* 
;hM the Place where we were tO' 
5 this day, but the Duke call'd his - 
ighcer afide, end told her 'that he was- 

E 5: ' going; 
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going to T^ryers to celebrate her Marmg^ 
with the Arch-Duke Maximilian. Godsl 
imerrufted the Count d'Angolefinc, is it 

Eoilible ? Can he be thus forgetful of 
is Vows to Heaven, and his Promifis 
to Mankind ? I was grievM to find i 
Rival in you ; but alas ! that Grief coSh 
par'd to what I now feel, was nothingr 
Muft Maximilian be happy? Goricd 
Chance ! But what, my Lord, fays' the 
Frincefs to all this? And what wou'd 
you advife me to do ? 

The Princefs loves you, reply^d Earl 
fiivers, and has given Demonftration of 
St : at the hearing of this News» flic 
threw herfelf at her Father'is feet, aod 
wept, and implored, but all in vain ,' he- 
commands, and (he mufl obey. As foon 
as he had left her, inftead of going to 
dinner, Ihe immediately fent for ire: I 
came, and found her drown'd in Tears, 
and the Dutchefs fitting by her in a 
Condition not very different from hers. 
She told me what Orders fhe had re- 
ceiv*d, and conjurM me to find out 
feme means of acquainting you with it» 
Upon this, for fear of miffing you, I dif- 
patch*d three of my Servants ^ one is gone 
into Guienney a fecond to Amboife^ where 
the Queen now refides, and the third 
dire^ly tt the Ring ; and by this laft I 

fent 
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it a Letter to Comiues. But we have 
time to lofe ; haften, my Prince^ and 
patch a Letter to Comines yourlelf^ let 
Q acquaint the King his Mafter^ whofe 
»teft Interelt it is to prevent it^ with 
I Du]ce's Intent. For rear of fatiguing 
\ Ladies, we make fmall days Journeys ; 
i poffible that Meafures may be yet 
jok^ and Orders arrive time enough 
prevent this fatal Marriage : there is 
leafon to doubt but that Lmis will > 
; his bed Endeavours ; let us then do 
we can to divert this threatning Blow, . 
1 the reft we'll leave to Fortune, 
riic G)unt d^AngoUfme followed his 
,vice,and immediately wrote to Comines^ 
y alfur'd that he wou'd do him all the 
vice he pofSbly cou'd. This done, 
fl Rivers called for one of his Livery 
^aks ; and making the Count d^Ango^ 
u put it on, they went to the Prin* 
j*s Apartment, where they found the * 
tchefs too. It was very late, and the -" 
)r Princefs, who was fatigued, .. but 
ch more in Mind than in Body, was 
ng to bed ; but the Earl defirM that 
y wou'd favour him one moment 
:h their company, in the Garden be- 
ging to ^he Houfe where they lay. 
►on this odd Requeft, the Princefs' 
Wd attentively upon the Earl^ who 

had 
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had not yet recoverM his late Surprize; 
and not doubting but that he had foine 
important piece of News to communi* 
cate to 'em, fhe took the Dutchefe un- 
der the Arm, and, accompany'd by EarL 
Rivers^ went down into the Garden. 
Well, my Lord, faid j&^, what hare yoM 
to fay to us now ? Is there any frcfli 
News ftirring ? Yes, Madam, reply^i tie 
Eart; and not to defer your Happiilefs 

' any longer, the Count d'AngoIeftne is ar- 
rived. The Count d^Angokfme ! replfd 
the Princeji ; impoffible ! I*m fure he was 
here juft now, anftjjer^d the Earl; fbff 
when I came up to you, I left him in 
this very Garden ; and if I don*t grofly 
miftake,, that's he, crofBng the Walk 
At this News, the Princeffes were 
tranfported with Joy; and the Count 
hearing his Friend's Voice, haftenM up 
to him, and kneelmg, kifs'd the Dat- 
chefs's Hand; then addreffitte himfelf 

. to the Princefs, the Joy of feeing her 
made hitn, for the prefent, forget his 
Pain, and he talked a while of nothing 
but of Love-; but the firft Tranfports 
over, he began to refleft on his ap- 
proaching Mifery : and, calling a lanr 
guifhing Look upon her, Muft I give 
credit, my divine Princefs, faid he, to 
what I have juft heard ? . Mt^imiUan is to 

ba 



[>e the bappy Man, and the Duke o£ 
Burgundy gives you to him ; does my 
Princefs confirm the Gift I Noj mjf 
Lordy r^ly^d fie; and wou'd the Duke 
follow ray Advice, we wou'd purfue our 
Journey no farther, but immediately re-* 
turn to Burgundy. I am afraid you. dp 
not know all, added the Dmchefs : has Earl 
Rivers told you in what manner we were 
received by the Duke, when we put 
him in mind of his Promifes to you ? 
I am no Stranger to your Kindne^, os 
his Cruelty, Madam, refly^d the Prince ; 
but Ambition fpurs him on, he has re- 
folved it, and ^twill not. be in the power 
of Flattery or Perfuafion to divert him 
from his Defign; we muft therefore 
think of fome other Method to prevent 
it. Frederick's prime Minifter is my inr 
timate Friend, our Acquaintance firft be- 
gun at the Court of France^ and! know 
him to be a Man of Honour; with him 
ril treat of this Matter, and am fully 
aflfur'd that, let me promife what I will 
to hinder this Alliance, the King of; 
France will make good my Promifes. The 
Emperor is of a very covetous Temper, a 
good Sum, handfomely oflierM, may do 
much with him, and if this fails, the Arch- 
Duke and I muft difpute the noble Prize. 
I cannot approve of this laft Method, 

reflyd 
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reply* i the Princefs^ but like the f<MDef 
extremely well i let us go the mildeft vra]f^ 
to work we poflibly can^ and I dare 
fwear we (hall find our account in it. 
As for my part. Til aflift you as far as 
Z>ecency will permit roe, I'll let Maxi* 
mill an fee how much my Inclinations in 
this cafe are fbrc'd, and I'll again ^ply 
to my Father j if all won't do, Iniiift 
at laft obey : However, be aflur'd, that 
'i\s with the utmoft Grief and Reluc- 
tancy that lihall obey. You already know 
what place you have in my Heart, ^tis 
in your power to prefervcit; continue 
fiiithful to me, and 1^11 dill ufe my ut- 
moft Endeavour^ to be yours, and yours 
only. 

This donci they drew up a Scheme of 
ail they had to do; and, amongft other * 
things, it was refolv'd, That the Count: 
fhould follow 'em incog, as a Servant o€ 
Earl Rivers^ and that every Night, ac 
the fame hour, he- (hou'd be allow 'd t(^ 
wait upon 'em ; and this being agreed, 
they parted. 

No Accident happen'd during the refl^ 
of the Journey j and, arriving at Iryers^ 
they found the Emperor there waiting 
for 'em : by his Reception^ he wou'd 
haveftiew'd them that he was the greateft- 
Prince oi Europe, bat his fordid Tem- 
per 
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prevented his doing it ; and there was 
one Entertainment given but what was' 
te fpoird, for the fake oCfaving a littler 
ney. On the other hand, Charles 
s altogether as liberal, and fo great 
; his Magnificence, he feem'd mucb> 
re worthy of the Imperial Title than 
pvho adually poflTefs^ it, and he real- 
did deferve the name of K^ng, in* 

feeking of whieh he had put himfelf 
!b prodigious an Expence. 
rhis part of the Hiftory is^ fo very 
11 known^ that I fhall (lightly pa^ 
over. In one of the Entertainments 
en by the Duke of Burgundy (for to 
e a compleat one^ he was obligM to 

at the Charges of it himfelf, even in 
I Emperor's own Dominions i) he or- 
•M the Princefs, his Diaughter, to give 
xximilian a Ring as a Pledge of their 
jhted Faith. The Princefs was forced 
obey, and they mutually engaging 
mfelves to each other, the Day for 
ebrating their Nuptials was fix'd, and 
5 whole Ceremony, with that of-the 
lie of Eurgundy^s Coronation, to be 
:form*d within th^fpace of three Days, 
le Count d^Angolefme^ tranfported with 
ige, refolvM one while to make ikfexi- 
Uan give him back that Ring, or to 
b bis Life in the attempt : another 

wlule. 
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vrhile, he wouM go to the Duke^ upbraid 
him with Treachery and Breach of Fro« 
mife, and levenge himfelf on him : but 
the firft Heat oF his Paffion oirer^ he be- 
gan to confider, that ioftead of feiriog 
himfelf, he fhou'd but haften- his Ruin^ 
and make it the more inevitable : he 
therefore determined to follow the firlE 
Method he had pro[K)$'d ta himfelf as 
the fureft, and hafienM away to the 
prime Minifler, his Friend ^ pretended 
that he was juft arriv'd from the King 
of France^ who, miftrufting the Ouke of 
Burgundy's Defign, had fent him to treat 
with his Imperial Majelly ; that his Cre- 
dentials and the Particulars of his Or- 
ders, he cou^d not flay for, but that in 
a few days he expeded 'em. Mean 
while, he ofiferM a confiderable Sum of 
Money; nay, any thing that the Em- 
peror ihou'd demand, upon condition 
that he Ihou'd not give the Regal Title 
to the Duke of Burgundy. Here the 
Prince ftopp'd, nor once openM his 
Mouth concerning the Marriage, being 
fully perfuaded, that if the Title or 
King was deny 'd to the Duke, he wou'd 
deny his Daughter to Maximilian. 

The thing fucceeded as he cou'd have 
wiih'd, and the Miniftcr introducM the- 
Prince fccretly to the Emperor, who 

eafily 



rafily- liftenM when ready Money was 
:aik'd of, for which be wou*d have fore- • 
»one any, tho the beft Profped in the 
HTorld. The Count d'Angokfrne was a 
Perfon fo well known, that the Truth 
^f what he advancM was not in the lead 
quellionM. Pretences were not wanting 
to defer thefe Ceremonies for fome time, 
and the fourth Day afcer the Count d^An-- 
^fme had made this Propo(al, he re- 
ceived a jfecret, but very extenfive Power, 
for ufing all means he cou'd poiSbly 
think of^ to break off this intended 
^dUcch• 

:We may eafily believe that he did 
lot, in this cafe, negleft the Interefts of 
iie King his Mailer, which agreed fo 
rery well with his own. The whoh 
Treaty was broke off, upon the Empe- 
x)r*s refufing to crown the Duke of jBwr-- 
\undyy who heard the Refufal with the 
greateft Pride aod Scprn imaginable, and 
on this occadon fhewM a much greater 
Soul than he who deny'd' him what he 
Ibught. 

Thefe two Princes parted very abrupt- 
ly, and without any manner of Cere- 
mony ; nor did any one feem grieved at 
the Rupture, but Maximilian, who fin- 
cerely loved the Princefs : he complained 
to his Father, apply M himiblf to the Duke, 

and 
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and iniifted npon the mutual Petfop^ 
xnance of their Promifes, but his Pra) ea 
and his Complaints prpved all in vmo. 
Charles left the Imperial Court, very mucb' 
enraged at Frederick ; but comforting him* 
felf, that, if he had not the Title, at 
leaft he had the Riches and Power ofi 
moft Kings ; and he determined, ooft 
what it wou'd, to eftablifii himfHf a- 
Monarchy,in which he refolvM to include 
Lerrainj and to maintain Rtfert of Ba^ 
varia in the Bifhoprick of oJign^ againft' 
Prince Herman ot Badim Full of thefe 
Refolutions, he marched towards Naitx^ 
fimt for bi9 Army there to befiege it ; 
and this he undertook with much moie' 
6ayety than had for a confiderable ipacsr 
t£ time been obCervM in him»- 

But if the Duke appeared very eofy ai 
the Rupture of his Daughter's Marriagr 
with the Arch-Duke, tba^ Princefe h^ 
felf was overjoyed at it, every, thing sr 
bout her lookM gay and fmiling; tha 
Count d'jhtgfilefmi felt a Tranfport be^ 
yond expreffion,, and even Earl Rivera' 
ihared the Satisfa&ion of thefe illuftrious- 
Lovers. 

At two days Jbumey> difiance front 
Tryers, the Duke was informed that the 
Small-pox was very rife at the place 
where they were to lie that Night, 

and 
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md at fome other places upon the Road '; 
und knowing that the two Princefles 
dieaded it extremely, he refolved to 
part Companies : and whilft he pro- 
ceeded direftly for Nuitx,, they were to 
take a round-about way ; and having gi- 
ven them a fufficient Guard, he ordered 
tnbercour^ and the Baftard of BuYgundjy to 
accompany 'em. 

The Delay occaGonM by this parting 
was'fuch, and the Weather they met 
vith that Afternoon fo very bad, that 
they CQu'd not reach the Town where 
they intended to repofe themfelves thac 
Night; but being benighted, and no 
body acquainted with the Road, they 
came to two or three little Houfes, and 
one of *em being a Farm-Hbufe, had a 
large Bam adjoining to it. Here they 
idSlved to ftop, made up a Bed as weU 
as they cou'd for the two Princefles in 
the Farm-Houfe, and opened a Paflag^ 
From thence into the Barn, o£ which they 
made a Guard-Chamber. Earl Rivers^ 
followM by his new Servant, had accom- 
pany*d *cm, and their prefent ConfufioQ 
mid Scraitnefsof Lodging afibrded matter 
of diverfion. 

The two Princefles bid their Nobles a- 
good-night as foon as poflible they couM^ 
that they might,, with more freedom, con- 

verfe. 
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verfe with the^Earl and Count; the good 
Humour they were in, heightened tj^ 
Pleafure of their Converfation j nor am'^ , 
any thing exceed their Gayety : when^ 
on a (udden, they heard feveral Voices;. 
and, tho fomething confusM, cou'd^ .ia 
their Difcourfe, diftinguifh the name of 
Maximilian. This made 'em immediate!]; 
imagine that the Arch-Duke was there t 
What couM be done in this cafe? the 
Chamber was fo fituated, that the Count 
d^Angokfme couM not get out without 
being feen by *em. The Princefs was 
in a little Room within their Bed^cham* 
ber undreffing herfelf, and had not the 
Courage to move; the Dutchefs^ in t 
fright, threw herfelf upon the Bed, pre- 
tending to be in. Earl Rivers only, at this 
jundure, had prefence of Mind enough 
to put out two of the Candles, leaving 
only as many burning ; and feating the 
Count d^Angolefme on the other fide of 
the Bed, he threw the Princefs's Robe 
about him, and then ftood before the 
Qther Candles in fuch a manner, as to in^ 
tercept the Rays of Light, which wou'd 
otherwiie have fallen upon the Count. 
Scarce was this done, with the utmolt 
Hurry imaginable, when Mix/m7/^» came 
in. Had there been a greater Light, one 
might eaiily have dilcern'd his Grief; fa 

■ ap-^ 
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ipparencly it fat confeft upon his face. 
At firft entering^ he refpedfully faluted 
the l>itchefs ; and calling his Eyes round 
the little Chamber, he difcemM the 
Princefs's Kobe, upon which he haften^d 
towards the Count d^Angokfme, whom 
he took for her ; and throwing hiroilelf 
at his feet^ he tenderly embracM his 
Knees, and in a Tone which fpoke his 
Love, Do you fly from me, my beauteous 
Princefs, faid he, after having fo folemnly 
^g^*d your Faith to me ? Muft we 
be the unhappy Viftims of our Fathers 
Difcords and Ambition ? Shall we fuffer 
^urfelves to be tamely facrific'd to their 
unruly Paffions ? No, my Princefs, you 
f(» I have, for your fake, abandoned F/ e- 
dericky and renounced his Empire ; I for- 
fake every thing to follow you, you are 
mine ; your Father's Canfent, your own 
Promife made you mine. ^ 

In Difcourfes of this nature Maxtmi- 
Uan cas'd his love-fick SouI,little thinking 
to what extravagance his PaflSon hurry 'd 
him, whilft the Count d*Angolefme hid 
his Face behind the Bed-Curtain ; and 
if at firft he thought the Arch-Duke's 
Adions very ridiculous, he began now 
to think 'em very troublefome, nor cou'd 
he bear thofe Proteftations of his Love : 
However^ he did not think fit to return 

him 
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him any Anfwer \ and Maximiliai 
bracing his Knees in a more paflS 
and more moving manner. And wi 
not, Madiun, fiM he^ fay one wo 
compaifion to my Misfortunes } 
mnft call 'em mine, there is no b 
fee that fhares 'em with me. C 
how was I deluded with an ima{ 
Scene of Happine(s, and thought it 
Curfed Chance 1 from what profpi 
Felicity am I fallen into an Abyfs c 
fery ! and will you not fo much a 
me? then I muft refolve to die 
thoufand other things of the like t 
he utter'd, tranfported with Love 
Grief. The Princcfe, who was i 
little Room behind 'em, was an 
Witnefs to all that pafs'd i and he 
Surprize over, fhe cou'd fcarce fo 
laughing, wbp (he refleded on 
part the Count d^Angolefme was a 
Earl RiverSy as difcreet as he was 
much ado to hold his Countenance 
the Dutchefs, who was naturally 
cou'd fcarce contain herfelf ; but, 
A very prudent Woman, fhe began 1 
fled on the Confequence of this A 
ture, fhou'd every body come t 
Eclairciffement : Upon which, ftret 
out her Hand towards the Arch-l 
ihe defir^d him to riie : Pardoo ui 
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Xord, faid/be ; the Danger we have late- 
ly run has fo firighten'd us all^ that we 
fcarce know where We are ; the Princefs 
is fick with fear, nor has your Arrival 
farprizM us a little. You cannot be un- 
acquainted with the fevere Humour of 
my Lord the Duke. A IcCs thing than 
this wouM enrage him to the higheO: 
degree. Permit us, therefore, to receive 
your Vifit in prefence of thofe ' who were 

' crderM to conduft us ; and let me bi^ the 
&vour of you, my Lord, to walk into the 

' next Houle, and we'll fknd for Imbercour 
and the Baftard of Burgfmdyy in whofe 
prefence we may fee you with the fame 
liberty, and much more fatisfadion. 

Earl Rivers immediately faw what the 
Dutchels aimM at : upon which he came 
tip to the Arch-Duke and helped to raife, 
then conduced him into the next Houfe, 
whilft the Prince(s came and feated her- 
felf in the place the Count d^dngolefnu was 
in before, having put on the Robe which 
was thrown about his fhoulders i and the 
Dutche(s and fhe laugh'd very heartily at 
this Adventure, but the Count ^'-4/fgo- 
lefme cou'd not reliih their Mirth. Thofe 
Sentiments of unfeigned Love, which he 
had obferv'd in Maximilian^ had put him 
out of temper ; the Prinoeflfes rallied him 
upon his Cruelty to fo paffiooate a Lover, 
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but that had no efleft upon him ; and 
when they came to talk to him of hiding 
himfelf, he woa'd not do it : in Vain they 
reprefenced to him the fatal ConCequeo- 
ces that might attend a Diicovery, and 
the Princefs was at length obliged to Uy 
her abfolute G)mmands upon him to con- 
ceal himfelf. 

Soon after this, Imbercmr and the Ba- 
fiard of Burgundy brought MaxitntlUm 
back ; the Princefs feign'd herfelf very ill, 
made fome Apology for her not fpeaking, 
but had much ado to keep a ferious Face 
-all the while. The Arch-Duke b^an 
his Complaints, and Proteftations of Love 
afrefti ; but the Princefs told him, that 
he cou*d not blame her for any thing 
that had happened, that her greateiV Glo* 
ry was to obey her Fathers flie there- 
fore defired him immediately to IcHve 
her ,• for the Duke, fhe told him, wou'd 
certainly hf ar ot his having feen her, and 
ftiouM (he entertain him, wouM be 
juftly provoked, fince it was not in the 
leaft proper that -(he ftiou'd receive his 
Vifits, whilft their Fathers were upon 
fuch Terms. Grieved at this order, Afoxi- 
milian faid every thing that he thought 
cou'd move or engage her to give him 
one favourable Word ; but all in vain, 
and he left her like a Man in defpair, 

aiTuriDg 
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ring her as he went out, that, of ail 

Lovers, he was the moft faithful^ 

the Man who adorM her the moft 
erely. At this Eari Rivers fofcly figh'd, 

much ado had the Count d^Ango-' 
?, who over-heard it, to contain him- 

fo well aflur'd he was of his own 
e and Sincerity. At length the Arch- 
:c went, and the Princeffes having 
1 the two Nobles fpent part of the 
ht in rejoicing at their deliverance 
I foch a Danger, it was refolvM, 
, for fear of fome future Milhap, the 
lit flloiiM leave *em; for tho tlie 
ice between Lmls and the Duke of 
^ndy was prolonged, yet couM not 

Count d^Angelefme ferve the latter, 
lout the immediate Permiffion of the 
g his Matter ; and the hopes of ob- 
ing this Permiffion, and of foon rc- 
ing, -made the Pains of his approach- 
Abfence the lefs: he therefore ten- 
jf bid the Prlncefs adieu, after they 

taken the necefl'ary Meafures for 
:ing to one another, and protefted to 
. other eternal Love and Conftancy. 
"^he Princeffes continued their Journey, 

got fafe home, whilft, on the other 
I, the Duke was employM before 
%; but as his warlike Expeditions 
ilieady fo well known to the World, 

G ^w^ 
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juid fometbing foreign to my porpo 
ihall fay nothing more of this Sege^ 
shat he law aJl the Forces of Gei 
ccMO^ to relieve that Town, and the 
peror himfelf in perfon at the bea 
em, who feem'd there only to i 
€^arks*s Arms, and ferve him as a . 
.fDr he oonrinu'd all the while intret 
to great advantage^ and at lad raiiiec 
^ege for fear ot lofing the AUianc 
the EngJifif^ but under pretence ths 
wouM make the Pope Arbitrator of 
fert and Htrman's Quarrel. 

Mean while the Count d'Angi 
made the belt of his way for Frame^ 
reached the place where Louis at 
time refided. Upon his Arrival he fi 
the beauteous jfifl5r«e//7w there, who 
become the King's Miftrefs ; and . 
knowing that they' had been acqii 
aed at the Court of Burgundy, broi 
'em together, to their mutual Joy 
Satis&dion, for they really eile< 
•each other : and as Jaquelina had 
clar'd herfelf openly in favour of Cen, 
they were all three very often toget 
and took an infinite Pleafure in tal 
x)Ver all that had happened to 'em du 
their flay in Bwrgundy. But Louis 
foon alarmM, the Count was a fine 1 
Ja^utlina a beauteous WoEban; this 



enough to raife Sufpicioris in the Xiind 
of one who Was naturally weak, jealous, 
tnd miftraftfuK He therefore oider'd 
the Coaftt to go to Loches^ where he had 
bjften brought up, till he had reach'd his 
eighteenth Year^ and which the Kiog 
h^ pitchM upon for the Refidence of 
his <^een, Charlotte of Sdvoy j where flie 
Uevet failed of being fent whenever he 
had forbe new Intrigde upon his hands, 
fttdtiringhis Slafjefty's Retreat at P/?^x 
hs Tiurs. . At another time the Count* 
WouM have been glad to have paid his 
Refpefts to the Queen and the whole 
Cputt ; but what he now aim*d at, was 
leave to go ferve the Duke of Burgundy^ 
which he follicited for, but in vain : the 
King laid his abfolute Commands upon him 
to go to Loches^ and to flay there till far- 
ther Orders. Comines had leave to ac- 
company him thither, as had the Counts 
de Tancdrville and de TaiMourg^ the lat- 
ter being in love with the Princefs, the 
Count d'Ai^^kftne^s SjC^cr. 

In this place it wiii not be foreign to 
my purpofe to fay ibmething of the 
Queen, tho I dare not attempt an entire 
Defcriptioh of her: She had an inex- 
hauftibfe Stock of Good*huitiour, and of 
Virtiid, and atriilfirtite deal of Wit y Ihe 
llndAftbOd PoetEtr add Mufifik^ cou'd 

G z play 
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play on all kinds of Inftruments, and 
draw CO a miracle ; her Temper was noc 
•extremely gay» but had fomething vetf 
foft and engaging in it. Lms feldom vi* 
fited her, or faw her but on fome pob- 
lick Day^ or at fome grand Ceremoniali 
where her Perfbn was always the greateft 
Ornament of his Entertainment ; her 
whole Life fhe was obliged to fpendat 
the Caftle d^Amboife^ or at Locbes^ and 
was allow'd no more Men about her 
but juft what were abfolutely neceffary. 
As for Ladies, fhe had a fplendid Court 
of 'em, every Woman of Senfe and Vir- 
tue in the Kingdom was defirous of 
being with the Queen, and all the No- 
blemen of France fent their Daughters 
to be brought up near her. 

At his Arrival, the Prince was inform 'd 
that the Queen was gone out a walking; 
but he met feveral Ladies whom he kncv, 
and who were overjoy *d to fee him, for 
he had been brought up, and fpent the 
greateft part of his Touch amongft ^em : 
and, on the other hand, the Prince was as 
glad to find that he was flill in the good 
Graces of the Ladies. 

As foon as he had difengag'd himfelf 
from thefe, he went out to meet the 
Queen, and (aw her at a diftance retunH 
ing towards him; £he was leaning on 

the 
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Shoulder of a young Lady, who ivas 
as the driven Snow, and a perfed: * 
cle of Beauty. She was talking 
y eameftly to the Queen ; but when 
came near enough to difcern the 
:e, fhe broke oflf in the midft of her 
ourfe, with a Good God there he is ! 

he indeed, reply'd the Queen; and if ' 
re explained every other part of your 
.m as well as this, I think I 

fet up for an Interpreter. As fhe 
5 thefe laft Words, the Prince was 
fo very near her, that all (he couM 
vas to give him her Hand to raifc 
op, and fhe received him very affec*- 
uely; then continued walking: be-* 
:n him and this fine Lady, and ask'd 

feveral • Quefliona concerning the , 
*s of Gmemie, and the Rebellion of 
Count d^Armagnac^ and the Prince 

I her a faithful account of ^em. The 
y joined in their Converfation, and 

II fhe faid, fhew'd a vaft deal of Wit, 
lefis Gayety than ufual. 

!^he Prince's Arrival foon fpread^ 
» the Court, and every body came * 
id him to congratulate him upon his 
,m thither, for the Queen*s Good-^- 
was not in the leafl inferior to her 
!r Virtues, and the Ladies of her 
irt were allowed a Freedom with her, 

G } \^VC\da 
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which made it the moft agreeable CoQit 
of Eurvfe. The remaining part of the- 
Day, the Prince was oblig d to fpeod io 
receiving the Congratulations and Qh 
xefTes of all his old Acquaintance. 

The Night came on^ and provM a 
▼ery fine one : The Prince, who had di^ 
MgagM himfelf, unwilling to lofe tUl 
Opportunity of talking of his own JkSr 
fairs, took Comines into the Garden ; bur 
they had fcarce begun talking, whea 
they were diverted by a charming Voice, 
which, as the Prince was unacquaintpd 
with, he had a Curiofity to Ufteo to; 
and they both fofcly drew near a psrttf 
large Tim of Trees, wbofe Branches beiag 
interwoiren in one another, fbrm'd a kind 
of natural Arbor : under thefe Tioes 
they faw two Women lyin^ on the Ct9&i 
aod file, whofe Voice had drawn them 
thither, continued her Difcoude in diil 
manner: 

I am not £> much furpriz'd that yoat 
long Acquaintance ihouM have rai£^ fe 
ftrong a Pafiion in you ; but I can never 
be perfuaded, that at firA (igbt Love can 
reach the Heart ; fure we might rcfift 
the fudden PaiSon, wouM we but call 
in Reafon to our aififtance. Alas ! r^ 
fiy^d the otber^ mine was no fudden PaC- 
fiion^ we were youngs we were always 

to* 



rc^ether, every thing flatterM our Love^ 
we eiijoyM one another's company every 
day, and when we were obligM to part^> 
we might indulge ourfelves in an un- 
difturbed Solitude. They fey that the 
Count d^Angokfme is amiable, anfwer'd the ' 
former J and yet you will fee him ,• fothdt 
now you really voluntarily feek your 
own Ruin : you fee I deal plainly witb- 
you^ and indeed I fcarce can pardon this 
We^pefs in you ; and did not I love- 
iron 9S well as I do, I couM not to niy- 
clf frame an E^cufe for yoy. You are 
lappy, faid the latter, but are the dnljr 
mci I believe who pnjoys that Happw 
lits of not knowing what it is to love. 
How can you defend youi'felf againft fi> 
nany Lovers? Can you, with indiffe- 

ttR»* kK>1c i)(PQR t\m ?9Bom Qf the 

Count de Bigorre, of Sancerre, and of the 
Count de- J^ttmU ? for tho b« b^ neithet*^^ 
[b youngs or fo handfome a:s the other 
two, yet I can aflfure you 'tis no fmjiU: 
Glory to have fubdu*d that valiant Ge-^ 
neral. Let us leave my Lovers at peace^ . 
repfy^d the Fair Infenjrlk, and talk of 
your Follies a little, for fo I muft call 
ydor l/)ve. I want to know how; a Per- 
of y<iui*^Senfe cou*d give way to fo dan» 
|crous a Ealfion. 
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The Count d^Angolefmetio fooner heard 
his Name, but he fmiled; and taking 
Ccmmes under the Arm, he wou*d bare 
led him away, but Comities wouM not ga 
No, uo, faid he^ whiff ering very fqftly, I 
won't lofe this Opportunity of hearii^ 
fome of your youthful Adventures: vou 
roav go to bed if you pleafe, for I lup- 
pofe that. By flaying, you can't leara 
any thing that's new to you. The Priiice 
found his Curiofity was raifed, and that 
Perfuafions wouM be in vain, he there- 
fore bid him a good-night, and lefthini: 
and Comines laying himfelf gently on the 
Ground, as near as poflibly he couM to 
the Trees, diftindly heard one of the 
Indies begin her Story thus. 



s^ 
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I*L L give you an Account of ail my 
Follies, for fo I think you call *cm. 
I had but juft reachM my tenth Teat 
when I was placed near the Queen ; the 
Count d^AngvUfme was at^ that time thir- 
teen ; and two. more beautiful ChildteO 
were never feen. Give me leave, my 
Dear, to boaft of my Childhood!, the 

Care 



^axc of our Goveroantes was not loft u(>* 
)Q me ; and as they themfelFes own'd, 
bo they had conceived great Hopes of 
^e, yet did I exceed all thofe Hopes. 
From that very time the Queen began 
love me, my little lively Tricks pleasM 
ler mach, and often ,viou*d fhe divert 
lerfelf in coming to fee us play; nor 
ooM any one forbear obferving that I 
lowM moft Wit and moft Sprightlinefs 
rhen the Count was there. I had by 
egrees got a certain Authority over my 
ttle Companions, aud,theNfa;efty which 
afife&ed in commanding them, and the 
Lir of abfolute Power I ufcd to put on,. 
lade the Queen give me the Name of 
'overeign ;. a Name which every body is. 
nee (o well accuftoniM to, that I have loft 
jy own. The moment the Count was 
pee from his Tutors, he wou'd come 
unning away to me ; at fight of him I 
Iways became more gay, and when he 
vas near me, his Eyes wou'd fparkle 
vith uncommon Fire; he always toot 
are to fuit his Humour to mine, nor 
vou'd I ever diflfer in opinion from him i 
f any body wanted him to do any thing, 
hey wouM come to me, that I might 
sk the Count, %hd then they were fure 
f having it done ; and if I had refused 
ny thing, 'twas but fetting the Count 

G 5 to 
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to asit it of incy md I imacdiatdy gran* 
ted it. When ve parted, vac always eiH 
dcavour^i to get oat of eveiy body% 
fight, that we might have the liberty of 
tfihns^n^^ and we sever left each othor^ 
but we were equally impatieat et ferin^ 
one another again. As I grew Bp I ti^ 
came more modeft, but ftiU lov'd him m 
fondly as evei* ; and tho I was thoEp|igfH 
ly ienfible of it, yet was 1' not in ilia 
leaft (karcled at my Love r and the only 
£Se& it had, was to make me a little 
HKHe referv'd to the' Prinee, wfao'if^ar 
fen(ible of the Sentiments he had eater-* 
qdn'dofme; bnt, fer fix»n beii^ aAam^d 
of *em^ he indulged him&lf in ^em-, aoct 
Ibnght my company more eameflly thai» 
ever.. The fjrft time he fpoke of his Prf- 
iion^ was one day when he made me ai 
Prefrnt of a Bird^ whom he had taught 
to whiftle a Tune which I xery much de^ 
lighted in^ and. fcarce had 1 fet my 
£yc9 upon it, but it b^an to whifUe ; 
upon which I took it and ki&'d it a 
fiboufaad and a thou&nd times. How 
happy is that Bird^ my beauteou$ S$vt^ 
r>eigii ?• faid: th§^ jttmg Prince ,- upon, niy 
word I; fiialt grow yatois of him, be 
net fb lavifti of your ftn^ours to him^ 
or bcftow part ot 'em upon me- Bwr^ 
mj Lordj^ au[v3er*d 4 which way can i 



fxprels my Gratitude for this fine Prefent,; 
but by caitffing the lovelv Bird ? I have 
Bothiiig but Kifles to beftow upon him.^ 
4nd yrhat haire you to beflow on me ?" 
repl/d the Cmnt^ in a languifih^ maimer^ 
xau, ihail have more, my^Lerd,, aj^vier^J^ 
i bhifbif^y you ihall vkve my Love, 
and 1^11 love this Bird only for yoUr fake^ 
Love it for my fake! r^ljdhei Doyoa^ 
know what Love is ^ Ah f my beauteous 
Sovereign, cminu'd he^ kotting findfy, oir- 
me^ you have taught me what it is txf- 
love, the* little God fias crept into tny 
Hearty without all that troublefonne Re- 
tdnue which fome Pfeople tdl us he^ 
Keeps ; I feel nothipg but Happkiefs in^ 
loving you, and 'twould be in your- 
power to ttiake that HappinefsaCompIeat. 
As how, my Lord ! repfy^d I; I have al-^- 
itady oonfefs'd that I love you, what 
more can I do ?- Be conftant to mej an*- 
fioer^d the PfiHce, and let us lay hold of 
every Opportunity to give^ each^- other -^ 
new Proofs of oiflr- reciprocal Love; you- 
know that there arc Obftaclcs already^' 
thrown in its- way^ your- Governaotes- 
Won't fuffer us to be alone; as formerly, . 
t^ am often ci^id, and yoUr feprimaiided^' 
stboiztit; fven the Queen herfelff who* 
has delighted fo much in our Fricndfffip;-. 
by her frequent Remonftrancer,. now 
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^reCcribes Limits to it : We mud there^ 
lore, tny beauteous Miftreiis^ deceive the 
whole World i before Folks we'll behave 
ourfelves ia fucb a manner, that i(hey 
ihall miflake our Paffion iot aa habitoal 
FrieikUhip ; but whilft we thus appear 
colder, let our Love grow fironger, and 
more firm. As often as poffibly we can, 
let us tell each other of it, let us every 
moment confirm it by Letters to each 
other, and fo manage every body that 
they (hall all be inflrumental to the com- 
pleatii^ our Happinefs. This Adyioe I 
approved, and we managed matters fo 
very well, that never, I believe, did two 
Lovers of our Age carry on an Intrigue 
wkh more Secrefy. The very next Day 
the Count . gave me a fine Nofegay in 
prefence of the Queen ; at firft (^t of 
it, I did not in the leaft doubt but that 
be had taken this method of conveying 
a BiUet'Doux to me: upon which I 
feachM my Hand to take it, but the 
Queen, who was at that time a draw- 
ing, having a mind to copy the Flowers^ 
laid hold of it. This, at firft, threw me 
into a great Confufion ; but foon reco^ 
Vering myfelf, I ran into her Ma jetty's 
Ciofet, and reaching a Basket of Flowers 
which I had feen there, I laid *em be- 
fore her« I hope^ Madam, Said Jfmling^ 

dm 
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that tho you will not permit me to.accept 
the Count d' Angolefme^s Lovc^ yet I may 
receive a Nofegay from him ? The Queen 
laughing, bid me take it ; and fome time 
[ fpent in her prefence, for fear of be- 
ing miftrufted : but the firft Excufe I 
Found, I haftenM outi and being got out 
if the way, I openM the Nofegay, and 
in it found the following Letter. 

* There really is more ple^fure in tel- 
^ ling you thus myfterioufly that I love 
' you, than when I had the liberty of 
' telling you fo before the whole World* 
^ Let us add as much as we can to our 

* Happinefs. The Myftery we make 

* ufe of will probably give us new Plea- 

* fures, which we before were Stran- 
^ gefs to/ 

This BiUeuDoux^ and the Manner of 
its being delivered, equally tranfported 
me, and I halten'd to write the following 
Anfwer. 

* I am no - Stranger to the Pleafure 

* you talk of: If you feel the fame Emo- 

* tion in your Heart that I do, tell me I 

* befeech you, does it proceed from the 

* Myftery we make of our Love, or is it 

* a natural Follower of Love itfelf ?' 

When 
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When I had wipit this^ I began to eoff^ 
fider how I fiionld deliver it. At length I 
bethodght myfelf of this Method : Sweet 
Powders were v^y much in fe<hion,and I 
ppt my i^ote ip a littte golden-Box, then 
covered It over with thefe Powders, and 
lent it the Prince to fmell to : hp 
took it, and wantonly threw the Powder 
upon his Hair ; then, unperceivM, took 
out my Note, and returnM me the Box. 
After this, we never faird of writing 
three or four rimes a day to one another^ 
and in two Tears we had exhaufted every 
Subjed. A thoufand times we have pvt 
our Letters in the Queen's Chair, and 
in every Corner of her Chamber v in the 
Hands of the Statues, and in the Trees- 
of the Garden ; in ifeort, there was no 
contrivance that efcapM us. 

As frequent as Failings-out are among!! 
I^overs, we never had but one, and tha9 
■was the occafion of it : The Count de- 
Avucty who had been brought up with 
the Prince, was alfo in love with mcr- 
Some few Days before the Conftable de 
St. Paul his Fatlier recalled him, I waa 
playing in the Garden with fome of my 
Companions; amongft. ethers, Durefirt' 
and Budosy, who were pretty light-heefd 
as well as mylelf; and boaftin^ of theirs 
Iwi&nefSj,, we Eropos'd running for a; 

Wager. :c 



Wager z and having ad jafted Prellmina-^ 
wits, we ftarted fair, and (ov fome time' 
kept evea pace ; but drawing near the 
Goaty I out-ftripr St^d^Sy. and JBurefmt '• 
got beFore me : but, uirhappiiy, a Snake^ . 
was crojQSng the Waik before her, at which 
being: heartily frighten'd, the tum'd 
bac]c, to vun aw^y from i^, and we met 
on full fpeed. I dou^t queftion but you 
have: £cen Fwo yout^g Riders at a fiorfe- 
Race crofs one another ; juft fuch was' 
our meeting: CKir Heads hit tcgether^ 
and to the Ground we came, fo uuon^d 
and bruisMthat every body thought us 
dead ; and Budos, who (bllowM us pret- 
ty clofe,, narrowly clcap'd our Fate, E- 
very body came running to our jilfiC- 
tance ; amongft others, the two Princes : 
and the Count i^An^okftne perceiving that 
Durefbrt lay upon me, and by her weight 
almpft ftifled and crufb'd me, he took 
her Q0i and the Count de Jiwci rramedi- 
ately raifed my Head i and fecting him-' 
felf upon the Ground, he leaned it on> 
his Breaft. Mean while, my Companions^ 
were bufy, fbme about Efureforfy audi 
feme about me, in bringing us to our- 
felves, and we* both open^ .our Eyes:- 
litft how terrible was the firft Qhy^ 
that prefented icfelf to mine ! I faw Dure^ 
^ in the Count d^Jngplefme^s Armsr: 

U^pOi 
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upon which I ihut my Eyes ; the Day 
and Light were grown painfiil, and I 
wonM have fhot ^em out for ever. Then 
began I to think myfelf miftaken, aad 
in the midll of my Jealouly I open'd my 
Eyes again ; but alas 1 too plainly law 
what I wouM not have feen, and was 
convinced 'twas no Ilnfion. However^ 
to confe(s the Troth, I faw his Looks 
were fixM upon me, he was direding 
thofe about me what diey ibon'd do for 
me; with regret he teem*d to lend 
the Affiftance he did to Durefarty, and 
could he in good manners have left her, 
he would have done it, and have come 
to me. All this I have fince been fully 
iatisfyM of; but at that time I was re- 
folved to mind nothing but my Paf&on : 
I gave the Prince a fhocking Look, who 
took notice of it, and to himfelf com- 
plained that I was unjuft and ungrateful 
Then turning my Head about, to fee who 
I was indebted to for my prefent Suc- 
cour, I faw the Count de Rouci^ upon 
which I pufbM him fcornfuUy away from 
me, and turned myfelf about in ludi a 
manner, that I could fee neither of the 
Princes. The Count d^Angolefme ask'd 
me feveral times how I did, and the only 
Anfwer I returned, was, enquiring after 
Dmefm : on the other hand^ the Count 
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? Rouci^s Cares and Enquiries after my 
[ealth fatiguM and vex'd me much* 
.t length the Prince finding an opportu- 
ty or handfomely leaving Durefort to 
sr Companions, came to me : upon 
'hich, on a fudden, I threw off my me- 
jicholy Countenance, and got into a 
antering flrain, which to him was 
eath. And in this manner I behavM my 
:lf towards him four or five Days; 
ut had the mortification to fee Durq'ort 
ndeavour t6 . get him from me, and the 
Civilities fhe fliew'd him ftruck me to 
he very Soul : but I was amply reveng d 
>n him, and my Cruelty fufficiently re^ 
)aid her. Kindnefs. Nothing, I believe^ 
:oii'd have reconciled us, but the Count 
U Riuci^s Departure, for the Prince be- 
fpn to fancy that I loved him : however, 
',, appeared fo very gay when he went, 
bat the Cotmt d^Angolefme was fully fa- 
isfyM he had made no Impreffion on 
by Heart. His Abfence reconciled us, 
ind indeed I was heartily glad to be 
riends with him again. Some time we 
afted the Pleafures of our renewM Love, 
jut at length the Prince was obliged to 
,eave us, and like another , Achilles^ he 
fprfook the Efifeminacy of a Scyrian Court, 
and fpent his whole time in the purfuit 
of Glory. You have heard what Proofs 

of 
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two or three Days after his return^ I mtift \ 
tell you that never was there a more 
agreeable Objed: than the Mixture of the 
two Courts, the gay genteel young War- 
riors with the Queen's Maids and beau- 
teous Ladies. The Day of their Arrival 
1 had drefs'd and adorn'd myfelf in the 
mofl: fplendid manner I cou'd, and no 
fooner did the G>unt d'Angolefme appear 
before me^ but my Heart was troubled. 
I obferv'd that he was in fome little Gm- 
fufion too, but foon ^ecover'd birofelf, and 
aded with fuch a Freedom and fo little 
Conftraint, that I was furprizM at it; 
he never once difTembled with me, never 
endeavoured to fpeak to me in private, ' 
his Eyes too were dumb and lookM nothing 
kind, and he behav'd himfelf towards my 
Companions with as much Civility as he 
did towards me : thefe A&ions furpriz'd 
me in fuch a manner, that I was not abl6 
to utter a Word. On the other hand, 
the Count deRouci^ whom I couM not like, 
did all he couM to make me take notice 
of his I^ove, but all in vain ; he was to 
me the fame that I was to the Count 
d*Angokfm€^ and the Count d^Angokfrne the 
fame to me that I was to th^ Count ii 
Rouci. The Night fucceeded this fatal 
Day, and to me feemM more cruel than 
(be light had done. A thoufand Things 
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[ refolv'd within myfelf, and flill the lad 
leiblution deftroyed the former. Once 
[ thought of fpeaking, another time of 
K^riting to him, but a fmail Remainder of 
Pride bindred me from fo doing ; then 
would I flatter myfelf and hope chat the 
Prince difTembled before Company^ and 
would by the firil Opportunity convince 
me. that he ftill lovM me. 

His next Day's Behaviour increafed 
my Torments ; for feveral of thofe who 
had not feen me of late were tellipg mc 
before him that I was grown taller and 
more beautiful, with feveral fuch things^ 
which People are wont to fay to thofe of 
my Age : the Prince joined with them 
and (aid fo too, but added nothing more, 
and indeed faid as much to feveral of my 
Companions as he did to me. This Pro- 
ceeding thunderftruck me, and I was fo 
overwhelmed with Grief that I did not 
hear one word that was direded to me. 
The Count de Rouci was fpeaking to me 
at that time, and as he really lov'd me,' 
he expreffed himfelf in fo iofc and fo 
paifionate a manner,that it made me recall 
to mind the tender Speeches of the 
Count d^Angolefme ; and my Diftraflion 
hurry M mefofar^ that fancying^t was he 
fpoke to me inftead of returning him an 

Anfwer whea he ftopp'd and >vaited for 

Qae> 
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one, I cry'd. Chatming Sounds ! ftefMr 
^eft] again. Surprized and traitfpoi^etf/iie 
began to lay open his Heart to me, whieh 
at that time o?eil9ow'd with Joy ; but ib* 
fiead of producing the defired Effed, it 
snade me fenfible of my Miftake : upon 
which^tuming towards hiin^ I catinot^j^i 
■ /, for my life imagine up6A what you 
ground your prefent Vanity 5 fot, 1 64i 
aiTure you^ if you havb heard &ny Words 
that charm'd your Eaiis, they were not 
direded to you. And tumihg away, lidlt 
him ; my Eyes and Thoughts were (5m- 
ployM upon a far more agreel6]6 Objefti 
my fometimes paiEonate, but often lan- 
guiftiing Looks^ feemM one while to up* 
brdid the Count d'Ang^efme with Incon- 
ftancy, and tlien to petition for the return 
of his Love. 

The fatal Inftant came when I (kw the 
Prince fet out for Guienne, and from that 
time I have fpent my Days artd Nights in 
Difquiets and Apprehenfions which I liad 
never known before. I lately heard that 
the Prince was returned to the King'f 
Court; this News, with the Probability 
of foon feeing him, increased my Unca- 
finefs. When I went to Bed laft Night 
my Thoughts Were wholly employed 
about him, and fomt time did I continue 

in that v^Mi State, when ^tttpTealed toy 

Eyc5, 



SS9 and I fell into a Dream ii^liich too 
sly forebodes futare Misfbrcudes. Me* 
i^ht 1 (aw the Prince and wanted to 
near him^ but on a fudden he difap« 
r*d ; however I looked every ik^here for 
1^ and at kft fpied him ac a confide* 
le diftance from me, and tbo I went 
'ard$ him^he ftill contiaaed at the fame 
lance. Fatigued and vex^ed at myDif- 
ointment^ but not blauik'd, I red^d 
ttle while, then begah to parfni him 
in ; when a bright Good, with all the 
ours of the Rainbow in H^ 6n a fudden 
1^ Ved me of hisSight.Long did I wander 
irange Places and' unknown Conn tries, 
Mtd and uneafy as People you know 
m are in Dreams, wfadi at laft I faw 
I again, or at ItkR, I thought ^twas 
1 ; but he had not one of his former 
Ltures left, and ftill he fled from me. 
ieved and a&ighted, I ftartled and a*; 

This Afternoon walking with the 
leen we tlalk'd pretty much of the 
og*s new Intrigue with Jaquelinity and 
:he Princess Return; and here I took the 
My of relating myDrcam to the Queen, 
o liflening attentively to it, at length, 
^ereign, faidfie, the Gonnt is certainly 
inged^ lEttid his Love for yoii is vaniihM ; 

;hing to me is^ phniuer duoi tbi& Dream, 

aad 
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and if I am not grofly miftaken, he lora 
ibmebody elfe, but that we (hall foon (ee \ 
fbr I ezped him here to-day. And per- 
ceiving that I was troubled^ and blufh'd 
at this Interpretation of my Dream ; Yoa 

- are more prudent, I hope, amtinued htt 
Majeflj. 'Very ferioujljy than to have retainM 
any other Sentiments but thofe of Friend- 
ihip and Efteem for the Count ^Angokfmi 

4ht foolifh fond Fits of a Love-fick Giil 
ought to be (haken off with as much eafc 
as they are caught : befides, you know 
that the Prince's Fortune, and Ms ho* 
nourable Love-Engagements,depend whoi* 
ly upon the King's Pleafure. I had no 
time to return an Anfwcr j for e'er the 
Queen had done, we (aw him at the 
t'other end of the Walk, and his Qiange 
is but too vifible, for he has not (aid one 
Word that I can wrefl to my advantage. 

I am very forry to tell you, repfy^d tbe 
ether, that I am wholly of the Queen's 
Opinion, and cannot flatter, you, either 
on account of your Drean>, or the Prince's 
Behaviour : I heartily pfty your Paffion, 
and mud tell you that you have indulged 
it too far ; but 'tis late> let us haften to 
bed, to-morrow we'll confider how you 
ought to behave yourfelf for the future: 
in the Morning I intend to be at the 

Queen's 
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^peen^s Chapel to iee your Lordly Ccm* 
|uctor. 

The two beaoteous Muds rofe, and 
ymina beftow'd fome Sighs upoa the 
Misfortunes of the Lovely Scver^ifft^ ud 
xmipar'd . her cruel Deftiny to his ; buc 
^et^ faid he^ fhe has been lov'd, and has 
:afied the Sweets of a reciprocal Aflfedion : 
is for my par t, I have only known the 
rorments ot that Paffion« 

The next Morning Comines rofe be- 
iincs» and being dr«is d, he haften'd to 
he Rrince's Apartment, whom he found 
m in bed ; And can you, fays he, fleep 
pietly yourfelf, whilft you thus break 
ie tm of others ? Or if their real Tpr* 
leots Gcafe for a while, you trouble ^em 
ith certain foreboding Viflons ? He then 
lid him all that he luid heard ; and the 
oont JPjingdefme confeftM, that Swe^ 
iigm had related nothing but the Truth, 
id that fhe was the firft Miflrefs of his 
[eart. He then bewailed the Misfor* 
uies of the unhappy Maid, if (he really 
d love him ftill ; but added, that (ince 
{ had feen the Prince(s of Burgundy, his 
tmer Paffion was extinA, and he found 
mlielf capable of loving no body but the 
aiuteous Daughter of the hcroick 
iarbs. 

H ^Vft 
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The Prince rofe, ftnd as they vfpt 
going to the Queen's Toilet, Qnmms 
gave him notice of the Stranger's Cariofity, 
iuid that (he had refolv'd to fee him at 
ChapeL' In the Queen's Chamber tk 
Prince took notice of three young Lades 
who were whdly unknown to lum, aal 
he immediately fancied that the Curiops 
Infenfible was amongft 'em. This made 
iiim confider ^em very attentively one if" 
ter another ; and then, addreffing himftif 
^o Dureforty he enquired who thq^ were? 
She (atisfyM him, and added. They ait 
come to Court fince you left it laft; but 
we have another that you han't yet-lecfli 
ihe is one of the moft accompli fh'd Oea- 
turesy both for Beauty and Merit, that 
ever was beheld ; the Queen loves her ow 
tirely, and indeed 'tis impoffible to be 
acquainted with, and not to love her : 
jShe's Daughter to the Lord di PoUffuu. j 

Both Cminesy and the Count d'AMg^ 
Uftne look'd about for her at Chapel, bat 
cou'd not fee her; and having enqaiied 
in what part of it Ihe was, they were 
told, that probably, not being well, ihe 
was in the Grated Gallery, where 'twoa'd 
be impoffible to difcem her. 

The Evening came, and Ommis led 

the Prince to the lame Place where they 

Jha4 been the Night before, and theic 

^cy fpent fomet\mt 'vux%Ud\x^^ P«/!^Pnv» 
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om they had never fcen, but of whom 
y had heard Wonders^ when they 
cfived her coming down another 
ilk with Sovereign^ which was parted 
m theirs by a Palliiado^ which jGprvM 
conceal em^ and keeping even pace 
:h 'em, they heard her lay, I really was 
prizM at Sight of him ; be is the een- 
left^ beft-ihaped Man, I ever uw« 
t: finoe a Man's Perfon is not £uffi- 
nt fo captivate a Woman's Heart, 
luM the Count d^Angokfme be a Man 
little Senfe, Ill-tempered, $1 Churl, or 
dy Fool, in (hort (houM he tiave any ill 
mlities, 'twouM be impoffible to love 
n ? Or is that fine Outfide of his the 
$k^t <of a finer Jewel ^ It is, I'll afTure 
h ^^th*^ Sovereign ; nor are the Charms 
his Perfon to be compared with thofe 
his Mind, and of his other engaging 
lalities. You are no Judge, refly^d Polig- 
^y. yoa fee him with a Lover's £ye ; 
^ J'fhan't t^ke the Opinion of one^ who, 
my knowledge, is prejudiced* Then 
all my Companions, rtflfd Sovereign, 
have not you already heard ti^em a 
ufand and a thou(an4 times fpeaking 
^Praifes of the. Count. .And yet, r^- 
IJ ^olignflc,. iii/i»i ircukof fuanneri this 
in, in my Opinion, is guilty of one 
the greateft Faults in the World ; he . 
lovid you once^ he hascVvau^'d^ ^vA 

H z "A 
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IS inconftant. No, my Dear Stfmrig^ 
^ontimi'ed fi>e, djfuming a more ferims EKt^ 
the Count can never be that perfeft P» 
ion you wouM make him ; there isibme- 
thin^ cruel, not to give it a worfe mnbc^ 
in his Proceedings towards you :. I be* 
lieve Hm a felNsonceited, fwa^eriog^. 
iickle Blade*-*— As (he faid this, tbqr 
tumM into another XValk, where ds 
<}entlemen could not fbUow 'em withoot 
being feen. The Count remainM in fk • 
utmdft Confufion imaginable, and look- 
ing upon Omines as if he reaUy was vez'd, 
*^Vhat does ihe fee in me, fata he^ to mak 
iier think me that Wretch fhe has joft 
now been defcribiog? No, PoUgfuu^ yoa 
ihall not long entertain diat G^imoo of 
me* I (hould be fony, Cbiirimf f , fliouM fo 
i>eauteous a young Lady defpife me is 
/file feems to do. 

The next Day the Count d*Ai^fiil^ 
i)emgtnthe Prefence, the Queen twd 
of going to fee PoUgnac^ to whoM Cbtd 
Baths had been ^refcribed, and who ims 
at that time in the Bathing-houfe ; and 
as the firft Prince there, he gave the 
Queen his Hand to conduft her, and 
Comines eaiily faw bv his Looks^ vAfU 
Satis&ftion he piopos d to himfclt in die 

yifit. 
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T*hey found the beauteous Medd (for 
Ihe had been fome time out of the Bath)^ 
fitting on a Bed of Jeilaminey widiouc 
any Head-drefs but a Ribbon^^ whicb 
cvplefly bound her Hair behind ; (he had 
a green Silk Night-gown hanging about 
her Heels, and was making up a Nole* 
say : nor was fhe unlike the poetical De* 
2:ription of Fiora, or the Fidure of the 
Uooming Spring. 
. .Saie rofe at fight of the Queen^ who 
mmcd the Prince^ Comines^'fiUSekurg^ and 
TiiMcarviSe to her, and ihe fainted ^em 
with diftinAion. Her Majefty then talked 
Ibme little time in private with her, du-* 
ring. /which, (he looked upon all thefe 
K^oble^ wi^h equal IndiflEnrence ; and that 
oirer, the Converiation became general. 
Mipiac made it her bofineft then to ob- 
(enre the Prince, attentively to liften to 
and weigh , evq^ thing that wasfpoken 
by him), tnd^ as^all^.he (aid was gav^ 
^SOtnCyi and yftuyt Sffvereipi '. had the . iW- 
tinUStion to iee that flie appeared very 
well iatisfy'd widi the Count's Manners. 
Not €0 fpin out my Story, to a tedious 
Length, I muft at once inform the Rea- 
der, that the (>ount d'ji^okfnii was.fuf- 
fidently .revenced on PoJiffUic, for the 
hard Opinion ine had entertain^ of hinu 
She was a Wonan of good Soiict and 

H i could 
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could diftinguilb true Merit from felie; 
in fhorc, fhe fell defperately in love with 
him^ and never \^'as Paflion more viofent 
than hers. 

The firft time fhe perceiv'd'this gttrtr* 
ing Love, it afflifled her to the very Sonl, 
and fhe left no means untryM tofiifle 
it in its Birth. She had all along thought 
the Paffions of People in their, own 
power, and that unlefs . they indti%fcd' 
em at firft, they never could make tint 
Progrefs they did ; but (he was now tab 
fatally convincM of her Miftake. A 
thoufand times fhe upbraided herfdf, af 
if fhe had dealt treacheroufly by Avf* 
Ytipt^ tho it was not in het power either 
to fupprefe her' owti Paffibn, or to wb 
her dear Companion of a Lover, whom 
fhe had already loft. She then refblv*d, 
by her Abfence, to cure her Lover, and 
feign'd herfelf fick, that ifhe' might not 
enjoy tftc dangerous PlcalRtre m"feei^nf 
or cdnverfing with himV .Biit -fheliai 
already feeh and ebnver§'d wfth hiip to& 
much, and all her Endeavours, to baAift 
the dear Idea prov'd vain and ihe&c« 
tiuaL . ■ " "'.■•' 

Mean while the Cdtitit aAffgokfiiik, tlio 
confinM to fo ficifknf' « -Place 'a$ 'tfc 
Queen.'S Court, thoti]^lTt"* it' i' dti^ldftl 
PrifoHj fer he was far from the Frincefr 

of 



^{ Burgundy i and all the Comfort he had^ 
wms in receiving Letters from that beau- 
teous Charmer, and fending her An-- 
fwers, in which he laid down before her 
the State of his love-fick Soul. 

Shortly after this, he had the Grief of 
beii^ deprived oiCmines's Company, who 
was fbrcM to return back to the King; 
with the Count of T'oncarviBe.- On the' 
other hand, Sancerre came there to fee' 
his Sifters, who were at the Queen V 
Gourt > or, rather, he came to* fee Polig-^ 
Mc, as^ did the Count de Dumis too. The- 
ModeAy with which: thc^' Fair-One re« 
ceiy'd their Addftfllbs, did-bit( increafe 
their Loire i however^ Ihe; qt^jted 'em 
id a ve^. different ma^^ner, and whilft Sam^ 
umii. was us'd very cru^ly, ihe beha^v'd 
herfelf civilly towards riie:other. 

Sovmiffi and P^UffMc grow every da/ 
more and more intiknate^, anji now were 
neve^ ieetK afonder; ^ thejir Converfatioa 
always tura'd upon the Man they lov'd : 
in? the midlb of her Mifery, Sovereign 
thought it a great Happinefs that ihe 
had a Friend in whom fhe cpuM confide, 
and who patiently wouM hear the Stoiry 
of her Misfortunes ; whilft PaUgnac^ who 
was as induftiious to conoeal her Love, 
was glad of an opportunity to calk of 
t^e 0>ttnt« without being miftrufted; 

H 4 and 
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and every moment to hear his Fraifes 
utterM ; and as ihe knew that Sovfreia 
was not the Objeft of that Princes 
Wiflies, ihe was not in the leaft jealous 
of her. 

During his Stay in that Court, the 
Count d^Angoleftne avoided every oppot* 
tunity of meeting Sovereign alone ; but 
one Day, as he was indulging himfelf 
in his Melancholy, and thinking^on the 
PriiKefs of Burgundy^ near the T^oab of 
the &mous Agnes Sorely which was an 9r 
greeabie but a folitary Place, he faw the 
beauteous Mgud, whole Steps Chance had 
directed that wav, coming towards him ; 
upon which he haftily tum'd out of the 
Walk to avoid her. This Proccedinft 
tho prudent, was very cruel, and ftrudc 
her to the heart; but fhe walk'd oo, 
and celling to the Tree, near which fbe 
had feen her fickle Lover, ihe took the 
Bodkin out of her Hair, and on the fiirk 
ihe cut the following Lettersl 

/. 

a 
» - ■ ■ . • • . 

The Count de Rmtiy who follow^ S^ 
vereig/i at a diftance, had feen the Prince 
fly from her^ and the beauteous Maic^ 

writing 



writing on the Tree, and he came up to 
her jUK as (he had done. The Count 
^AugoUfme too having met PoUgiuu by 
the way, was forced to come back with 
ker, fer (he had appointed her Companion: 
to meet her near Affies^s Tomb» They 
found the Coixnt de lUmi iSaetc, ' Vetv 
tmfy in gueffin^ the meaning m. tbefe 
Letters, he had taken Vm diomii upoi> his: 
Tible-book^ that he might (ee 'em with 
mofe eafe: Love and Jnloufy are very 
ing Faffions, and it was not loo^ 
'Oi!|B he compaO'd his £hd!» ; and wn- 
^ d6wn what he thoi^t, he ptdintct 
tiielBook to So^ereigft^ in which fhe fitw 

r ' ' 
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Muman Wretdi f my I/rve furfuer jifui. 
nbiyi jwfiun and deffije it. 

Sovereign pofitively deny'd that he had 
^t upon her Meamnes but Rouci war 
too well convinced of the Truth of what 
be aflerted, and he took the Book and 
writ upon it again ; then gave it &ve^ 
rf^ a feoond time^ in which ihe found 
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The. Tpjeaijtc^us'lffaid was' nor long te 
finding oiit th^ latent Meaning of tni^^ 
Letters^.,and]!i^Fcefcadiheoaft h^tltvti 
on the £eoond Line, when ihe ctxrdy 
This is Boetry. My Bear, f aid JBe; a^^ 
fing herfef to Polignac^ you^nuft fee this : 
Polignac ,took the Book/ and theCount 
ffAngoleftne at the (ame time IbolM over 
it J but the more they look'd^ the moir 
they were at a lofs : upon which, -Swf* 
reign calling her Companion afid)?^; red 
the Lines to her thus :: 

With cold difference jour Ecoe he 'Vteml, 
And does the froffer^i^ Haffktefs n^fe ; ' 
fl/e/l St>ou^d Zh, beyond the Powers abovty 
Didyni on me lefiovi your viifi^dfpr iMt^ 

Having thus read ^em^ fbe took the 
IPcncil^ acd'fcarce giving herfelfthe^trott" 



hie of thinkings (he writ with all poflihlo 
hafte: 

/. iif. j^ 

U.; C . . ' M . H. . . . .S:,,tV.r. Ai 



Then giiring .the Book to the C6uot d^ 
AmciVHere take it, faidJSe, this is- £or 
y<mz the two $tandcrs-by were very 
modi furpriz'cd at ttiis myuerious way,', 
but snore when they iaw the^ Count J^* 
Aotfci read thefe* Lines with the fame eafe/ 
that Sdfvereig^ had done the othersi^ ^Mg'^ 
MC was very furethat they;muft usder^- 
ftand a little Black Art, to be able tfau^^ 
totrace out one ipotber's Meanings ; but 
the Gouat de ii^iicf made her look over it,\ 
and (hewing every Letter and Point difr 
tinaiy, he read it to her thus ; 

*fho viith Indifference he fees my fmart; 
Tee the dear Conqu^rmr lords it in my Heart : 
Nor COM I give that Love you fondly claim. 

Nor can my Bsart turn vmh f femd Flqmt. 
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SOf fo, €Yy^d the Count d'Angolefine^ 
thdfe are certain Myfteries which I muft 
be kept in ignorance of ;• however^i I. am 
glad to fee the Count di Roud let into 
the Secret^ I (hou'd elfe think it as dan-' 
g^rous for Men to pry into it, as into 
the ancient Rices of the good old Q&Wir. 
I heartilv wifh, /oii Polignac, you un* 
derftood thefe Myfteries^as you caH 'emi 
I can affure you there's ibmething very 
diverting in 'em^ you can^t imagine what 
pretty Lines here are. At tWs Soven^ 
biufhM^ by which^ and by the Confofion 
in Rouci^s Eyes, the Count was too feafi* 
ble of the (hare he had in what paiS^M;* 
but taking the Table-beok, he couM nut 
dccyphcr the feveral Meanings of the 
Letters, and vow'd he thought it much 
harder to find out what they meant by 
thefe Letters, than to read J^[tfwVwf Me- 
roglyphics: However, he fmilh^ adjei^ 
he belicvM himfclf as learned as eithcc 
of them, and would write what they 
could not readi and taking the Peqcil^ 
he fet down 

M. F.i:. a:: m. l:.: j cm 

B ^. 
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iS fi)ohas thePrince htd donewricing^ 
bnuteoQS Maids laid thdr Heads to- 
ler, endeavouring to diCbover his Sen** 
9it$» and PoUffUK very currently xad 
tyro firft Lines x^ v 
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Phy^s aU^ mf lufvelcm^t t^bw, 
re another Jiltar I tnufihw. 

he had (carce finiih'd the iccond Lin^ 
ti Srvergign^ enrag'd^ (hatch'd the 
k out of her Hand, aiid wou'd have 
fted the Letters a thoufand ways to 
B made 'em fpoke another Senfe, but 
ain : however, blinded with FaSSon, 
could not read on, nor wou'd (he let 
body elfe da iu However^ it may'nt 

b& 
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be^ ' improper to give the Reader hii 
Meaning, which was 

■ • ■ 

My Pity^s aUy my Love Ican% lefiovs] 

Beforeanother Althr Intuft hw : 

Too iveB the various Pains of Love Ifeel^ 

For that fair Goddefs ai ivhofe Shrine Ikud; 

Altho Jhe's ahfent, yet no fecond Lonfe 

Can the dear Qjarmer fr4m my "tljos^hu 

remoife : 
Cou'd'I once more behetd- her Angel Fact, 
Gladly my Torments' iM ^rgH^ and die in 

Peace. . ' 

The Princr heartily i^ixy^ dSovemgii 
ftirviving Paffloil;' and as he v(a$^ vbbsl 
willing to* deieiw her> he thought thii 
the modefteft way of tettihg her Iftiow 
his real Sentiments, thinking that as (be 
had fa ea^y found out the meanii^^ 
others, fhe could not fail of difeovenog 
his; buth? was .deceivM in his Expcc* 
tatioit)$ : And tas I before Sid^ fl» was 
fb blinded with Paflxon, that ihz isoald 
hot call in Reafon to her affiAance, but 
tontinu^i ignorant of what the Prince 
endeavourM to let her know. 
' Mean while, PoHgnac was very bufy 
with her own' Table-book, and tho ite 
could not forbear opening her Heart, yet 
ihe did it^ia hopes that no body wouM be 

able 
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able to ^efs at ' ket Thoughts : Every- 
body was in. hafte to fee what Ihc h«l^ 
writj and they found 

• • • • 0. tCl. •. A* • • J7. • • «rZ • • A^ •••••• 
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But alt their Endeavour^ to arrive at 
the fenfe of it proved fruitlefs, and the 
Compahy wou*d at length have it that 
Die bad fet dowa the ifirfb Letters that' 
Baroe id* her Head, Without any defign 
at .?dl.. Whilft they were talking thus^ 
tfiicr;Ottcitt^:c^ that/ way, atid Was fo 
licarteln before they were aware of hcTj' 
thilt ' they 0011*3 not conceal what they 
biid '^^n about. The Queen was wiU 
Ki)g to tiy her Skill in decyphcring, up-* 
ciJ^liviiicfaL tiiey prefented her the pointed 
£^tte^9 andrme very currefatly read what 
Sovereign i^d the Count de Rouci had 
wtiWen. As for the Count d^AngoUfme^i 
VcrfeSjthey puzzled her a little, and her 
Majefty putting 'cm into her Pocket, faid 
f)ie wou'd lo(^ *em over another time 
3i^hen ihe ^9S more at leifure : then ta-* 

long 
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king P^ffiac^s Lines, ihe lookM Ibme 
little dme upon /em, and on a fudden 
feemM amazM; then tum'd her Eyes 
upon the beauteous Maid, who, not iible 
to ftand the Shock, look'd dowo^ upon 
th? Ground, and bluQiM. .l^his oonfinn'd 
]the Queen in the opinion that ihevas 
not miftaken in the fenfe of thole Let*' 
ters : upon which, without (peaking one 
^ord, her Majefiy took the Pendl, and 
under the former writ the foUowiiq^ 
Lines; 

mL •• Ja« Mm si • «•• /«••• Z* • • • VOL • • *. 
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Poiifftac in a Very r^pe&fiil mannef.'re-,' 
ceiv d the Bpok £rom the Queeir, mi[ 
tho in the utmoft confufkm imaginable^ 
ihe attentively confider'd the Anfwer, 
and her Trouble inciseas'd when ihe iaw* 
tl^t the Que^n had reallv fpuod^ ow ^, 

ul: herlS^ettywi*^ 



Weakneis of her Soul 
the laft Ferfon to whom ihe wou'cl 
have entrufted it, a thoufand times ihe 
^lam'd her own.Impnidence, and wou'd 
have done any thing to have perTu^Cjdr 
the Queen that ihe was mifbken, b& 
ihe knew that all wou'd l>e in vaiio, and >. 

that^ 



that even in fo doings fhe fboald betray 
beifelf the more. Htt Majefty &w the 
prefent State of her Sool^ and taking 
compaifion on her, (he reached . oat her. 
Hand for the Table-book ; Come, come, 
faidfie^ this is not a time for prying in* 
to, or reveah'og one another's Secrets^ 
we'll think and talk of 'em another time. 

In . the Sequel of my Hiftory, I (hall 
bsve ocQafipn to take notice :of thefe two, 
lafi Couplets ; and ihall therefore for the. 
[nrefent leave my Reader, if he pleafes^ 
:o amufe himfelf in diicovering the mean** 
ing of *cm. ^ 

• * 

The Count d'Angolefme ytrM heanilyt 
(brry to find that his Ver(es were neither 
ccmiprehended by Sov^eign, nor explained 
to her by any one elfe. He wouM have 
given the World to have let her known, 16 
he coo'd have done it handfomely, that it 
vas impoflible for him to love her. HeTi 
Condition fill V his. Soul with Pity. : Oft 
did he imagine that 'twould be his beft 
way &eely to confefs that he was in love 
widi another, tho, at the fame time, he 
might conceal who t'other was. He 
fonnd that ihe wanted to fpeak in private 
with him, and wou'd, as often as op* 
portunity ferv'd her,, by fome fatyrittt 
Stroke, touch upon his Inconftancy ; then 

let 



i54 H^e Secret Hifiory 

iky to you. This is an Honour, my 
Lord^ replfi, Sovereign^ to which I am fo- 
unacci/ftoxned of late, that I did not ex-^ 
ped it s but if you wou'd have mo lifiea 
to what you fay, be pleafed to^fpeal^* 
Tes, I will fpeak, thou beauteous Maid, 
refly^d the Prince^ fpite of myfelf, TU 
fpeak, and would have done it loi^ fince 
could I have refplvM to tell you, could 
I: have confefs'd that! have ceasM loidng 
you, and that I have fh^en pffyoor 
Toke I I was too fortunate under, it. Hear* 
ven has nothing but Miferies in.ftore for 
xne. How happy ftiouM I have been, 
could I have fpent my whole Life in your 
Service ; rhut you are fi;fficicmtly,reveng'd| 
and I am doom'd to Torments tootcx); 
great to bear. I love another, and date 
now confefs it, becaufe my Infidelity is 
fufficiently punifhM. I will not pretend 
to tell you what various Pains Ife|t.wbe& 
now^I^fiiw you firft, my Looks, ^Iw^. 
con^dent^ fufficiently betrayed me, -anii 
my Contufion fpoke my unhappy ^ate» 
Tou fee I do not now deceive you, I do 
not come to tell you that I again reftoie 
you my Hea^, my cruel Fate forbids i^ 
I have nothing now but my Friebdihip 
to o£kr t but fo fincere,'fb tmi^a^ and 
i(> fiuth&l a Friendlhip, that if youll 



> 
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ccmdefcetid CO receive it; you'll make me 
the moil; happy Man Imng. 

Whilfl the Prince was fpeakit^. Some* 
rngyfs Colour came and went^ fometimes 
her Face fluih'd with red^ and in her 
Eyes you might di&era her Anger i thai 
uroold a pale White fucceed, and all the 
other Symptoms of Grief. The Q)unt 
JtAngolqme waited a confiderable time 
for her Anfwer ; but feeing that fhe re- 
tum'd none, ^pelk, thou Loyely Fair- 
One, comim-d he^ fpeak I conjure you, 
and tell me if you can rdblve to be my 
Friend; my Sentiments are fuch, that 
they^ll l&ll but very Uttle ihort of Love, 
jmd you yourCelf ihall oonfefs that you 
never Imew fo paffionate a Friendmip. 
So paffionate a Friendihip 1 r^ply^d S6ve« 
xeign' tranffcrted w$h Anger ; . and do you 
now come to ofifer me your Friendihip ? 
Know, £ilfe Man, I defpiCe iti. She would 
have gone on, but her Tears ftopp'd her 
Words, and betray M herLWeaknefs, This 
fight mov'd the Princess Pity; Spare tho(e 
predous Tears, thou beauteous Maid, 
€ry^d hey and do not wafte 'em on an 
ungrateful Wietch. And dare you then, 
re^y'd /he, confers your . Ingratitudcr? 
::There was a time when I little expefted 
fuch a Speech from you; but alas! 'tis 
jQed and gonp, and thofe happy I^ys axe 
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no more. The Prince anfwer'd her, but 
her Grief increafing, flie found chat eveiy 
Word fhe fpoke M^ould more and moie 
betray her Weaknefs : upon wbich^ coo- 
fi#aining herfetf in a very Violent nmnner, 
Enough, my Lord, faid jhe^ I am fatif- 
fy'd "With the Confeffion you have already 
made, your Friendfhip I Iball always be 
proud of, and am affurM that I ihall 
have it. 

-' As.the ipoke tbefe laft Words, fbe left 
the Prince ; and covering her Face wiA 
a Veil, left any Ixxiy elfe (hould difoorer 
her Grief, fhe haften'd to her ChambeTi 
where the fitft Objeft which ftrock her 
Sight was PoligmCj who wa$ enquiring 
for' her. She imm^iatelv threw heriAxns 
\ab6ut her dear Cbiripan ion *s neck,* ciJF- 
ing, fm lofty fw ever kfi. Suipriz^d and 
grieved at thefe Words and Anions, A- 
iiinac asFd her what was the matter; 
' but for a confiderable time fhe was noc 
' Table to returrt any otW AnfWer, but fm 
kfi for ever. At length, her firft Tnuif- 
port of Paffion over, fhe told her all 
that had pa&'d. And this, faid Polignac, 
is what be meant, but you wou'd. not 
underfbnd, when he took your own Mc- 
*the(d at the Tomb of Agnes, to let »you 
know that he lov*d another. There is 
fomething indeed very particular in bis 
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Coofeffion^ and v^hich few Men wouVi 
have car'd for makii^. PoUgnac cou'd 
not go on with her ObiierFacions, the 
Griei of finding the Count engagM to 
juiother^ firuck her fpeechlefs. 

^he King.of fWaiffirr was perpetualty at 

Tuiance wi^ fome one or other ; he had 

now fidlen out with the Count de Rotici^s 

Father, who had married the Queen's 

&fier. That prudent Lady had cooie 

to her: Sifter^s Court, in hopes, by her 

Mediation, to niai:e up this diflferende, 

but in vain; and the Conftable J^ -Sr. 

Paul, very much diffatisfy'd with his 

Brcther-in-Law's Uiago, had retired to 

St.Quhttm^ where, fending for his Son, 

the Count was obligM to leave, or ra- 

tfaar to fly from the Court; but he 

couM not think of going without taking 

his leave of Sovereign : and knowing that 

the Count d'Angokfme had dealt pretty 

firankly with her, he took this oppdp* 

tnnity of pricing his Suit very earneft- 

4y, but in vain ; bverwhelmM with' Love 

and Grief, Sovereign was deaf to all he 

(aid, or at lead treated his Paffion with 

Scorn and Indifference. 

Tranfported with Jealoufy, ithe Cbunt 
eouM not contain himfelf^ I thought. Map- 
dam, faid he, that the Count d^Angpkfme^s 
late Behaviour towacds you^ wou'd have 
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cored you 9f yoar Paflion i bat fpice of 
wiitt he has dope, I fee you flatter yoor- 
•felf with Hopes of his returning Lo^e. 
Sid you but know how groundless thcHfe 
Hopes are, they wpu'd foon vaniflL Thfe 
Prificefs oiButffmif^ the greateO; Beaurr, 
and the gieateft Heireis iSumfft can boo^ 
has engaged his Heart: 'tis for her 
he languiihes and dies ; nor are his 
Prayers, like mine^ direfted to a hard- 
hearted infleauble. Maid : with Pieafuie 
Ae hears him tell die fond Tale of his 
Loire, whilfl her Eyes confels her Piqf 
and fauer Pain. 

During the Coitne JtAngoUfme^s ftajr 

at the Court of Burgundy^ the .Count it 

Roufi had been fent upon fbme impoEfitt 

Afiair to the Duke, and had feen bim 

there, and privately learn'd his Bufinds; 

however, hisFriendfhip for the Prince 

was fnch, that he never fo muph ts 

once had c^nM his mouth about i^ 

Qor would he have done it iiow» had not 

his Paflton got the better of his Rea(bo ; 

however, recollefting himfelf, he endet- 

vourM to drop the Subjed. Tou fee, 

Madam, continued he^ how groundlefs all 

:Vour Hopes mufl be ; and can you not 

ito^et a Lover: Who flights you, to retdivc 

one who offers you his Heart, with a fin« 

cere nnvidated Faith? .My Misfortunes 

hinder 
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T me from preffing my Suit any far^ 
I do not delire you to wander 
a banifh'd Man, nor am I ignorant 
y Father's ambitious Temper ; ba- 
d and unfortunate as he is, he thinks 
I may yet pretend to any, the beft 
:h in Europe. All that I delire o£ 
is to accept my Love ; give me but 
fmall Encouragement, fome little 
ind to build a Hope upon, and here 
/ that my Heart only Ihall not be all 
you (hall have, but let what will 
•n, ru referve you my Hand alfo ; 
me when you pleafe, and be the 
;er never fo great, you Ihall always 
3ie ready to hallen to you, and to 
V you where-ever you will plcafe to 
The Count de Rouci's generous 
mov*d Sovereign with Compaffion, 
laid a thou&md obliging Things to 
and as Lovers are always wont to 
r themfelves, he attributed the Grief 
lainly read in her Eyes to his ap-> 
hing Abfence, tho the Lofs of the 
e was the real Occafion of it > and 
t her better fatisfied than he had 
rto been. 

foon as flie found herfelf at liberty^ 
egan to refleft on the Count d'A^o^ 
s Love for the Princefs of Burgundy, 
I thoufand cruel Thoughts came 

I cto>^^ 
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•rowding in upon her; (he had a Soot 
great and noble, but not capable of bear- 
ifig the firft Shock of this fatal News : and 
even when fhe came to think a little 
more calmly, her Paffion hurry 'd her oa 
to Actions which the World might juAly 
think extravagant, and which had flie 
deliberately weighM before-hand, the ne- 
ver wou'd have been guilty of : but .Love! 
almighty Love! tyrannically lorded it in 
her Breaft, and Reafon was forced to ^re 
^ay. 

Determining to hide herDefign from 
the whole World, (he wou'd not fo 
much as entruft her dear Pclignac with 
it, but gave out, that fhe had reccivM 
a Letter from the Country, with the 
melancholy News of her Father*s being 
ill, and Orders to prepare herfelf to go 
down to him. A few Days after her 
Equipage arrived, and with it a Gentle- 
man of good Reputation, who had al- 
ways been a Friend of Sovereign's Father, 
and who had the Honour of being known 
to the Queen. 

That Princefs, little miftrufting the 
beauteous Maid's Defign, gave her leave 
to go, and having tenderly embraced and 
carefsM her, charged her to return to 
Court as foon as her Father's Health 
^ou'd admit of it. In taking her leave 

of 



rf Polfgnacy they both Ihed a Flood of 
Tears, and v?hen the Count d^Angokfrne 
K^aked upon her to wifti her a good Jout- 
Hfey, You have hitherto been d Stranger 
came my Lord, faidfhe^ but I intend that 
ydu (hall ot)e A^y be better acquainted 
with my Hearty and TU foon let you fee 
what I am capable of doing ibr your 
Cake. The Prince, unable to anfwcr, 
fliudder'd at thefe Words, fearing thtt 
Sovereign had fbrmM fome fat^l RefoIu«* 
rion. 

But let us leave the Count, and follow 
the lovely Maid, whom we fhall find 
making the beft of her way for Bu,gi4ndy. 
The firft Day indeed, to prevent any 
Sufpicion, fhe follow M the Road which 
led towards her Father's Country ; but 
the next Day having difmifs'd the beft 
Part of her Equipage, and changed the 
Liveries of thofc Servants whom (he kept, 
(he turnM her Steps direftly for Burgundy. 
The Gentleman, who conduced her, was 
under great Obligations to her : As he 
wlis her Father's intimate Acquaintance, 
(he had by her Intereft helped him to a 
confiderable Place in his own Province, 
which made him fo ready to ferve her ; 
^d for this reafon he hAd, at her requeft, 
gdt her Equipage,- and came up for her 
onder prelteilce tbac her F&cker lay very 
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ill, vrbilft the good old Gentleman lit- 
tle dreamt vbat extravagant Adion toy 
Daughter was committing, much left 
that his neareft Friend was ajBSfting her. 
^is true, the Gentleman was not fo 
much to blame, he had made ufe of 
every Argument which he thought might 
diiTuade her from her Defign ; but feeing 
her pofitively bent upon it, he refolved 
to affift her, fearing if he fhould refufe it, 
ihe might undertake fomething worfe. 

Coming into Burgundy^ they were in- 
formed that the Duke was atPeromu^ 
from whence he often went to Calais to 
confer with the King of England^ but in 
vain; for the Conftable, according to 
cuftom, fo confounded every thjng, that 
it was impoffible for ^em to come to a 
right Underftanding. At the fame time 
they heard that the Dutchefs and Prin- 
cefs continued at Ruerre^ where they en- 
joyed a very agreeable Solitude. 

Upon thefe Informations, Sovereign took 
a little Houfe, at about three Milesdiftaoice 
from Ruerre^ and then fent her Guide, 
who there pafs'd for her Father, to fee 
what was doing at the Dutcheis's Court ; 
and he having been let into Sovereign's 
Defign, retum'd with a piece of joyful 
News to her, and told her that the Ma^ 
fier Gardiner was his iotimace Friend. 

An 
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An Agreement Avith him was fooa 
concluded, and he promisM her that (he 
ihould have a Chamber to herfelf, and 
Maid^ in his little Houie in the Gardens ; 
and amongft his Servants (he was to pa(s 
for a Relation of his, who came into 
that Air for her Health-&ke : nor was 
there much apparent Fidion in this, for 
^ivhat, thro Grief and the Fatigue of her 
Journey, (he really was in an ill (late of 
Health. 

The next day (he came to his Houfe^ 
accompany^ by her Maid onlv, who 
pafs'd (or her Sifter, being both dre&'d 
in the plaifieft manner imaginable. This 
Maid, whom fhe had entrufted with her 
Secret, bad been brought up with her, 
£rft at her Father's Houfe, and dien ac 
Co«rt, from her very Inifancy ; and in- 
deed nothing tK>uM exceed her Difcre- 
tion, her Fidelity, and Love to her Mi(^ 
tteis. What bra recommended her very 
tench to Sovereign^ was Her Tempier, al- 
ways chearful ; fhe was not only gay het<- 
fcU^ but wou'd make every body elfe fo. 
This had given her a certain Freedom 
with her Miftrefs, in which the Queen 
too had often indulged her ; the Girl had 
a great deal of Wit, her Repartees were 
fmart, and had often diflipated Sdvereigi^s 
Melancholy, fo that her Miftrefs took 

I 3 care^ 
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care file (houM always partake of her 
•Diverfions, and all along entrufted her 
with i;he Seccets o£ her Love^ 

Sovereigifis prefeot Aim was to di&oirA 
how the Princefs of Btirguudy fiocd a£- 
feftcd towards fhe Count; d* Ang^kfni^^ 
being fully refolv'd, that if the Princefe 
did not love him; ibe wouM.ufe.her ut- 
moft Endeavours, to regain the lovdy Wan- 
derer's Heart J but;^ 'on rfigiOtljet hand, 
determined, that if tfieir Love was reci- 
.procal, (he wou'd ufe her utmoft Endea- 
. vours; to fecve it, and the Truth of this 
was wSat £be now wanted to find out. 

Asfoon as ihe had reach 'd.chisPlatf, 
Sfrvereiffi . found, her Heart, more ,at wfi 
than it had been for fcmie cenQderd:^ 
time I ofteDi J0;ie faw the two Priuccflcs 
walking in the Gardens, with admiratuyi 
Ale Giw her beauteous Rival's Face» flod 
in every Charm read her own inevitable 
Ruin. Often wouM. ihe £s>IliDrw x!^ 
when they had left every body of.thor 
Retinue within the Palace ; but was ob* 
Iig*d, for fear of being feen, to foBoV 
^em at fuch a diftance, that ihe could ne- 
ver hear a word of what they (aid. Often 
would fibe, by her&lf, run over thofe 
vaft agreeable Waiks^; and as fhe oould 
not be unacquainted with her own Beau^ 

ty, 
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9io always wore a little Veil to hide 
Facel 

Pwas in that Seafoa of the Tear^ 
n even the very Nights were hot, and 
:dgH obferved thac the Princefles 
y& concriv/d to fop jaft before the 
HI rofe, that they might hy them- 
:s. enjoy doe Pleafure of walking in 
Gardens, and then would they fit 
n juft upon the Brink of a very mag- 
ent Fountain, who£e Waters flaw'd 
a large Marble Bafon, and where e* 
Evenkig Culhions were laid for 'em; 
; Fountain was furrounded by Orange, 
nlCy and Pomegranate Trees, round 
oh there was a fpacious Green, to 
ch led four different Walks, pUnted 
tach fide with tall and fhady Trees: 
thorough Air that came by thefe 
8 Walks made it the cooleft Place itr 
whole Garden, and 'twas iti their 
rer to. increafe the Coolnefs by mar 
J the Water-works play. In this 
cious Place it was, the two Prin- 
ts would often forget themfelves, and 
id the greateft part of the Night. 
freigtt frequently law 'em there, but 
! this was no Comfort, there was no 
iroaching 'em without being feen, 
ch lefs coming near enough to hear 
at pafs'd between 'em. 

L4, Several 
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Several Days and Nights were her 
Thoughts upon the rack to fiiid out the 
Means of coming at the Truth of what (he 
vanted to know, without being fufpefiedi 
or difcoverM. At length (he lefdved up- 
on one, and ctfrnmunicated it to hfer fnp- 
pofed Father, who in^mediiately (et about 
it, and fuccetded i^s they couM Bave 
wiih'd. . He had an artiBcfal Orai^ 
Tree madfe, and coveifM with Flowers; 
but which look'd fo very natural, that any 
one might ealily have been miftaken : the 
Cafe was made of a half-flit Deal-board, 
large enough to hold a middle-fizM Per- 
fon within it, whofe Head was to go in- 
t3 the Trunk of the Tree, thro whidi 
were bored feveral little Holes, and it 
was fattened to the Cafe in the infide by 
four Iron Plates with Screws. Soveriip 
examinM the Tree, and found that in 
every thing it anfwered her Defign ; (be 
had already taken car^ to bribe one d 
the Gardiners very handfomely, infomucii 
that he would have done any thing for 
her Service : and one Evening, while the 
PritftefTes were at fupper, he went and 
removM an Orange-Tree, in imitation 
of which Sovereign's bad been made, and 
which ftood at a very little diftance from 
the Place where the Cufhions ufed to be 
fet^ and in the room of it he placM this 

at- 
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ificial one : and then Soivereigu ordered 
hrieBa, for fo ^was her Confidant nam'd, 
go place her&lf in the Cafeo£ thisTree^ 
1 attentively to liften to all the Prin- 
fes (hould iay^uppofiog^and not withouc 
ibo^ that they ivould ftarce converfe a. 
(ole Evening together without naming 
t Coxmt ii^Atgol$nei Gahridla laugh'dr 
the Thoughts of being mew^ up, and 
^ Errand (1^ was employed «pon,and (aid^ 
:houiand witty Thitms upon it: Ac 
gth Ihe went and left her Mifireis in 
the Pains and Anxieties that can be* 
igia'd from a cruel State of Uncer-r 
ity. 

Sowreign watched the Piincefles, who^^ 
S£ (upper^ walked much longer tha» 
JE were ufed to do^ before they fat 
mielves down near the Fountain, at 
^Sovereign thought itmuch longer : di£^ 
eted and fretting, ihe could not en«- 
. a calm Thought till (he faw 'em 
:cd- on the wi&'d-£o^ Place, fo near 
WieBay that fhe cou'd not lofe a Word, 
what they faid. When they came 
le; the I^tchefs purfued her Dif* 
irfe ; And what does he do at Calais 
in} faidfbe; will he by his haughty 
aduft ftill. provoke the King my Sro- 
t? oc^does he think that jLi^» won't 
e this, opportunity of their Diviiicn 

I ^ t|^ 
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to declare War ^aiiift htm i Soie 
Duke is weary of being happy ; he i 
his own Ruin, and coo plainly I rea( 
Deftiny* And (hall we fee nothin§ 
War and warlike Preparations ? r\ 
the Prince fi : To me 'tis plain, that 
King of France meditates fome impoi 
Frojed : He has twice fent for the C 
d^AugoUfine to him, but his fiehavioi 
him, methinks, has fomcthing very 
in it ; be wouM not once pehnit hi: 
fee Jaqkelinai fo very juft does he. be 
bis Jealoufy. I had written to the Pi 
concerning that very thing, and 
Madam, what an Anfwer he has retv 
me ! Inftead of (atisfying me in idi 
to what I had ask'd him, he tells me, 
there are a great number of JSne Li 
at the Queen's Court. I can aflure 
'tis well I have a ftrong Faith in his 
snifes, and that he takes care to give 
as often as poflibly he can, new Pi 
of his Love, elfe wouM this Gayety 
Gallantry alarm me. You have no re 
toqueftion his Sincerity/^/i^'^i the Duk 
1 am afraid he has much more to qud 
yours; for tho I believe you love 
dearly, yet ftiou'd the Duke coma 
you to give your Hand to another, y< 
certainly obey him ; and the Count^s I 
pinefs wholly depends upon your Coni 
cy and Refolution in this Cafe : ^Tis 
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you^U certainly overcome *em. He • 
no Qiild but yon^ he can'c difinherit 
J and you have it 10 your own power 
lake yourfelf and the Count i*An^ 
f happy. What you Ay is very true, . 
'd the Prdncefi;, and yet, notwith- 
img this, £ have not Courage enoUgli 
*&& my 'Father ; when he commands 
las fomeching fo ftern atid awful in 
, that I have- not the Confidence to 
-him in the Face, and /hall never be 

to difobey him. Childiffa -enough, 
V the Dutchefs; and yet you fancy 

you love this Count. Indeed, my 
r, you are miftaken ; if yeu really love 
, you muft refolve, fpite of all Ob- 
es, to make his Fortune ; confider • 
; fprungfrom one of the moft illuftri- 
Families in the World. He is a 
ce of the Royal Blood of France ; he 
lur Relation, and one whofe majeftick. 
on diftinguifties him lefe than his un- 
mon.Mcrit. All this I am very fen-- 
! of, reply* d the Princejs ; yet I am ftill 
jarful as ever^ and I can't fay, but my ^ 
mcdice is increas*d by the Appre- 
10ns I am fometimes wder^ left the 
nt d^Angolefme (hou'd not be fincere ;. 

in me ftiouM love the richeft Heirefs 
lurope^ and one- who is able to raife 
.to the Dignity. of a Sovereign Prince : : 
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ycL fhort I am afrai4 he does not love i 
and me only. He does^ he does love y 
crfd Gabrieila, (from the Orad^e-', 
Cafe J in which Jbe ftoad) not once 
BeSdng on the Place where ihe was, i 
what (he faid ; for ihe had liften'd fo 
tentively to what the Princefles laid, 1 
ihe had by degrees fancy'd herfelf v 
^era, and was at that time in a true Si 
flf Abiibnce.. 

At the very firft hearing of this Vo 
the Dutcbefs turned hafiily about, 
fbund^that it proceeded from the Ora( 
Tcecr which, at that time, mov'd i 
very unnatural manner : Upon which t 
both fbriek'd out very terribly, and tbi 
themfelves into one another's Arms uni 
to move.or fpeak. GakieBa faw thisA^ 
and refle&ed on what fhe had done 1 1 
not dreamingof the Confequence, her 
tural Gayecy inclined her to laugh rat 
than to be concern 'd at it ; and fearing 
difco\ er herfelf, flie endeavourM to I 
.frelsaFitof Laughter, upon which 
Shoulders (hook again, and the Tree c 
fisquently in a moue violent manner t 
it did the firft time. The two Prince 
feeing this,%nd frightened worfe tl 
evec, endeavoured to gather flren 
enough to fly the Place, and taking 
anotfi^r usdec the Arm, they fled towt 
Palace, with all poiSble fpeedL 
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As foon as GabrhBa faw 'em at a con- 
venient Diftance, fhe came out of the 
Orange-Cafe, and gave the Signal which 
they had agreed upon, and herMiftrefs 
.and the Gardiner came up to her; upon 
which,ihe bid the latter xnake all the hafte 
he cou'd to remove that Artificial Tree, 
and put the other in the room of it, not 
in the lead doubting but the Princeires 
. wouM fend People enough to fee the mV- 
xaculous Tree which luid fpoke. The 
Gardiner obeyM, and every thing was 
done in good time. 

Mean while Scnfereigi^ who at a dn 
fiance had obferv'd the Princeflfes, and 
iaw with what fear and hafte they ran 
towards the Palace, but couM not hear 
what pafs'd, was impatient to know what 
k was Gabriella had done, for fhe did not 
HI the leaft queftion but that fhe had been 
the caufe of all this Diforder ; but the 
poor Girl cou'd not anfwer for laughing^: 
In vain her Miftrefs ask'd her a thoufand 
Queftions, flill fhe continuM laughing in 
fo exceflive a manner, that fhe was not 
able to bring out one Word ; and Sov^ 
reign^s Queftions were interrupted by the 
return of the two Princeffes, followed by 
a vaft Number of People. Upon which. 
file retired with her Maid^ for fear of be- 
ing feen and fufpeded ; and fetching a< 
finall Compafs>, by aBye<»walk^ fhe came* 
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•behind, aod mix'd with the Crowd, iir. 
iiope oF difcovering by that means what 
iGairiella cau^d not tell her. 

Upon tier firfi coming up, fhe heard the 
Prince of Clenes (ay, Buf, pray now, 
-what did this miraculous Tree fky } k 
told us, reply'd the Dutcbefs^ unwilling to 
.difcover the real Subjeft of their Convert 
iiation, that the Princeis need not doubt 
of her Happinelis. 'Tis very unneceflarv,. 
anfiver^d the joufig Prme^that Trees ihou d 
{peak,only to tell us what ail the World is 
already perfuaded of. I have heard in*- 
deed of Oaks talking formerly, but- never 
of a beautiful Orange-Tree ; fure its 
Words muft have fomething very foft and 
very gallant in 'em. This he fpoke out 
of Jealoufy, fancying that fomebody had, 
bid themfelves near the Fountain to ob- 
^srve the Prinoefs, and fain wouM he have 
difcover'd the latent Truth of this myfte- 
xious Story; but the Prince£s little mind- 
ing what he faid, took her Knot off her 
Head-dre(s, and tying it about the Tree, 
which (he believM the miraculous one,. 
orderM the Gardiner to take a very par^ 
ticularcare of it; and this done, retired 
with all her Attendance.^ Every one* 
talk'd of the Adventure, and wanted to 
find out the Meaning of it. A thoufand. 
ridiculous ones were given, but no body, 
•dually beUev'd the Story but . the two 

Pxinr- 
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bey bad advanced nothing that was 
life. 

Sovereign finding herfelf alone with Ga* 
riella\ began to renew ber Qbellions, aod 
«ceiv'd fatisfadoryAnfwers. She told her 
vhat had been i^id coacerning the Count 
IL/tjogplefme, and that he really was in 
K)(reffion of the Princefs's Heart : Upon 
;his Sovereign fetchM a deep. Sigh, and 
faid, ihe believed it wou'd be the laft 
(be ever fhouM beflow upon that &itfa- 
ie£s Man. Her Maid then told her how 
Tar (he bad foigot herfelf, and how by 
fpeakiqg fbe had frightenM the Princefles. 
Satisfy d with what (he had heard, Sove- 
tfigu went to return home ; but coming 
by the Place where tlie PrinceiTes fat 
when they were ftruck with the fudden 
Dread, fhe faw a Paper^ which taking 
up, (he hailen'd to her Chamber, and 
call'd for a Light. 

Scarce had fh^ opened the Letter, but 
(he knew the Hand to be the Count 
d* Angolefme\ ; upon which, turning up 
her Eyes, Heaven be thanked, faid Jke^, 
this will prove a fortunate Day ; I (hall 
BOW be convinced of both their Loves at 
ance, and this will furely ferve to cure 
mine ; but let us fee what this faithlefs 
Ihltti has to &y. Upon whicb^ fixing her 

Eyes 
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Eyes upon the Letter, \(rithaut any vciy 
apparent Concern, Ihe read it to her Coo- 
fidant. 




Since my kift, Madam^ the King hm 
fent firme^ but, during the fiert &0fl 
made athis Court, ivould not once let me boot 
a Jight of Jaquelina. Alas, foor Mam ! dU 
be but k/unv nty Heart, did he but knov) ibu 
fincerelj I adore ytu, . / dare Jiaear his ii- 
grcunded Jealoufy would foon be cur^d. I 
am now returned to the Queetis Court, wbiA 
I Jhould think the Rejidence of the fimfi 
Ladies of the World, had I never feen tU 
Court of Burgundy ; but what, my beaMr 
teous Princefs, can appear petftB to a Mm 
who has once had the Honour of being as- 
painted with you ? Spite (f idlthe various 
and agjreeahle ObjeBs my Eyes meet with eve- 
ry day^ yet ar^ you ohDoys prefeut to wj 
T^boughts. I can think of nothing elje, and 
am now fuUy petfuaded (f the Sncerity «f 
my Love^ and that I never can be cafable q 
brving any one elfe. 

As great as was the feeming Gafmnefh 
of Sovereign vfhen ihe began to reai 
this Note, yet could fhe not make ait 
end of it in the fame manner ; the laft 
words {luck her to the Hearty the Let- 
ter fell out of her haads^. and fhe thretor 

hcx(cl£ 
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lerTelf into a Chair, where ihe fat, in 
a very penfive Pofture, the fpace of two 
Rill Hours, without uttering one word. 
At length flie broke out. Well, Prince, 
the dreadful Conflid is over, and I can 
now fay I love you no longer, or rather 
I love you better than ever ; fo very welf, 
that for your fake I will betray myfelf. 
The Princefs of Burgundy^s Heart would 
be entirely yours, could fomc little Scru- 
ples be removed ; be that my Care, and 
let m< be inftrumental in making the 
Fortune of the Prince I love ; by this 
means I fhall at leaft engage his £fieem» 
I have nothing therefore 1^ to do, but 
to infinuace myfelf into the Princefs's 
Favour, where I may have an Opportu- 
nity of confirming my own Ruin, and 
your Happinefs. Thete Reflexions won- 
decBilly pleasM her, (he thought fhe ao- 
ted in the moft noble and mou generous 
manner imaginable, and was glad file 
fhould have an Opportunity of convince 
ingthe Prince of her uncommon Love. 

The very next day fhe took her 
leave of her Landlord, whom, by her 
Prefents, fhe confirmed in her Intereft, 
and haflning to the HouCe fhe had taken, 
(he communicated her Defigns to her 
fuppofed Father ; who, as he had be- 
gun, was now forced to comply with 

every 
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every thing (he defkM ; and therefor^ 
by her Order, proQur*d Man's Appard 
|5»r her and her fuppos'd $ifte^ : aad 19 
this Difguife fhe w^ poc very liintU;^ 
the Pidure of the God of Love. 

The Walks moft frequented by the 
two Princefles were fo very well Icnowp 
to her, that it wa$ no difficult noaccer 
for her to fall into their way j andtis f^ 
refolyed tliat the whole ihould appear 
undefignM, ihe laid herfelf down otx the 
Grafs, in a folitary Plape of the FarlE^ 
where they usM to walk every day. Sh 
Vjereign feeing 'em coming at a, diftanc^ 
turnM her Face from them, and began to 
(ing ; her Voice had fomething charming 
in it, her Judgment was equal to that ot 
jthe bed Mafters, and it was impoffible 
but that her Singing ihould produce the 
4«r>r*d E6fea. 

Chaim'd with the foft Melody, xhf 
FrinceiSes approachM, apd hieard the fup* 
•po$'d Yoiuth (ing fome new Airs uii 
Words> which perfedly ravi(bM them ; 
upon this they drew nearer, and Sovf 
reign hearing the ruftling pf their Clothe9» 
tumM haftily about, and feem'd'ftnmge- 
ly furpriz'd, but pretended not to kpow 
them : however, rifing and faluting them 
in a very genteel and refpedful manner ; 
To meet two £uch beauteous Ladies, 

fa 



ff)e^ is a Happinefs I little expeded 
bis Retirement. Thj& Princefles won- 
iiUy pleasM at their opt being known^ 
iiirpriz*tl at the ^eauty of the Youth, 
1 freely enter'd into Conyerfation with 

; all his Repartees were fo witty, 
: it increased their ^uriodty, and they 
ir*d to know who j^e was* Sovereign 
UP& made ibme difficulty of aflfwer- 
that Queftion, bqt^hey pi;ei£[ng it 
^ earnefily, Alas, Ladies, faid the Fair 
, what is it that you deiire to know ? 
Misfortunes of fucb a one as I- am 
1 eafily be related, but the remem- 
nce. of them rends my Heart, and fills 

Soul with new Difquiets. I am 
LDg, and capable of any foft Impref- 
1, and all my Misfortunes are occa- 
iM by Love. What fo yoang, r^ly'd 
Duuhefs^ have yoi; been in love 9 and 
ieadable, have you felt the Rigours of 
t P^llipn? Yes, Madam, reply' d tlys 
th^ and that beauteous Form (pointing 
he Princefs) recalls fome Ideas to my 
nd, which I am (carce able to fuftain, 
I am forc'd to fumoton all my Cou- 
;e, to enable me to bear the Shock, 
1 to execute, my firft Intent. Be fo 
id as to fpeak a little more intelligi<- 
^, anfvjer'd the Dutchefs^ and let us 
ow who you arcj 4Qd the Particulars 

of 
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of your Misfortunes i and by io dcHOflL 
you may perhaps engage in your Intern 
tbofe whom you will be glad of havingfer 
your Friends. You will know^ ref^*i 
Sovereign, what I have hitherto with Got 
conceaPd^ and there is fomething in yoor 
Words which carries fo abfdute a Coni^ ] 
mand with it, that *tis not in my power 
to deny you ; I heartily wifh the Stoiy 
may anfwer your £xpe£tajtions of it. 



± 
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FRANCE is my native Country, my 
Birth noble, and my Name JFSwtfc 
I was bom at the Caftle de Q^gnac^ and ^ 
brought up with the Count d^Ang^jm^ | 
in the Queen*s Court, fometimes at !•- 
chesy and fometimes at Amhoift. The 
Count JfAngolefme lovM me, faid he^ figh- 
ing, and in diforder i the Count d*Aih 
golefme lovM me, continued he^ recovering 
from this Confufion : nor can it be fup- 
.pos'd but that fo amiable a Man eil- 
grofe'd all my AflfeAions. The firft Yean 
of my Life I enjoy M all the Happineis I 
could defire ; but Love, the Bane c^ aU 
Felicity, interrupted my Happineis : I 

Ioved» 



«f Bur GUNDY. 189 

redj and was beloved again ; bat^ a« 
s i the fhort-livM Pleafure was Toon at 
. end : and upon the Count d^AngiH 
he's Retutn, he found me a miferable 
Vetch, and not able to bear a Place 
bere I had once been happy^ and the 
efledion of which increasM my Mi(e« 
. I prevaird upon my Father to take 
t away from thence ; his Fondneis for 
only Son made him grant my Requeft : 
; has now taken me to travel, and up- 
our Return he defigns to place me m 
e Dutchtk o( Savoy^s Service, by whom 
: has the Honour co be efteem'd. 
Here Sovereign ftopp'd, to the great 
[appointmenc of the two Princeires, 
iio expeSed a much longer Narration, 
s foon as the Count d Angolefme was 
im'd, the Princefs blufh'd, and they both 
benM the more attentively to Florists Dif- 
iQrfe, for fo we (hall for the future call 
veretgn. Then you have nothing more 
y tell us ? faid the Princefs i I wifh that 
>a would have made your Story a little 
oger ; you have mentioned one whom 
e both know, and for whom we are 
mething concemM. The Queen is fo 
ghly valued here, interrupted the Dut* 
^fs^ that every body is concerned about 
ly thiq^ that relates to her ; however, 
ImSf if yoa'U take my Advice^ think 
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no more of trai^Uing, you may 'perhaps 
fiiKl the means of getting into tht PrifH 
cefs of Burgundy's Retinue, whepe you 
will find a fufficient Number of young 
Gentlemen of Fafliion and DiAindJon. 
The Princefs,you know, is very neirly re- 
lated to the Queen of Fr/imc, and oor 
IntereA with her and the Dutcbefs may 
be fufficient to engage them to x^rite to 
the Duke in your favour ; I would have 
you therefore come to-night, ivhilft the 
Princefles are at Supper, and we'll fpeak 
for you. Floris fmil'd at the Dutchcis's 
Miftake,who thought (he was not known, 
and, bowing very refpedfully, thank'd 
her ; adding, that he accepted her Oflfer : 
nor do I, continued he^ in the leaft que- 
ftion the Succefs, when fo beauteous an 
Orator undertakes my Caufe. They 
then took their leaves of each other, 
FloYts promifing that he would come to 
the Palace at Supper-time. 

The Dutchefs fo heartily defir'd to 
get Floris into the Princefs's Service, by 
whom (he might be irttbrra'd. of the 
Count d'Angolejm's particular Scntimcats, 
that ihe immediately wrote to the I^ike, 
and giving him a Defcription of Fhn^ 
with an Account of his Qqality^ ihe dc- 
fired the liberty to retain him for the 
Princefsi and theQ imt>aciently long'd for 

Supper- 
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>cr-time, to fee how furprized he 
id be, when he knew them again, 
'bey had not long been feated, before 
faw a Man of a genteel Afpeft, and 
feem'd to be a Man of Fafhion,. 
t into the Prefence, and with bim 
is : at Hght of the latter, they began 
mile ; and he, to carry on the Jeft, 
»M very much furprizM : however, 
t he faid in the midft of his prcten- 
Confiifion, had fomething fo witty 
:, that it conHrni'd them in the good 
ion they had before entertained of 
The fuppofed Father joinM in this 
verfation, and in a very handfome 
ner offerM the Princefs his Son. 
l^ithin a few Days they received the 
Ice's Anfwer,. who readily gave his 
ifent to what they had ask'd, and the 
ateous Floris was taken into the 
ilhold, where his Behaviour foon re- 
>mended him ; and what is not very 
mon in fuch a Place, he gained the 
jndfliip of the Men, as w^ell .as the 
e of the Women. Floris foon became 
eceflary Man ; there was no {ins;ing, 
cing, playing upon mufical Infiru* 
its; in fhort, none of thofe pretty 
ufements could go forwards without 
'is : he taught the Ladies all the Fa« 
Mis of the Fremb Coutt^ and how to 
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Maid to whom he pretended a more than 
common Affedion^ he taught her all 
thofe little Sciences he had ftudied ; ibe 
call'd him her little Mafter, and he al- 
ways diftinguifh'd her by the Name of 
his beauteous Miftrefs. 

By degrees he infinuaced himfelf into 
the Favour of the Dutchefs and Princefs, 
and they really efteeniM him; but to 
him this was not fufficient, he wanted 
to be their Confidant too, without which 
he never fhould be able to do the Count 
iFAngolefme any fervice, the only thing 
he now propofed to himfelf. 

One day the Prince oiCUves^ fitting 
with Florh and feveral other young Gen- 
tlemen of Difiindion, in company with 
the Maids of Honour, and playing at 
Queftions and Commands ; the Dutcheis 
and Princefs came in, and willing to fee 
how thefe young Folks diverted thcm- 
felves^ they ordered them to continue 
their Play. It was not long before Flms 
Was askM, If 'twas in his power to alter 
his Condition, what State he would chufe 
preferably to any other? Upon which 
Flwris anfwer'd very briskly, that he 
would change his Sex, and become the \ 
moft beautiful Princefs of the World. 
He was then ask'd^ what he call'd the 

moft 
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mod beauteous Princefs of the World ; 
and Florii deforibed the Princels *of Bur- 
gundy fo very exadly, that it was fcarce 
poflible for any one to miftake theDe- 
fcription. This raifed the Curiofity of 
the Company^ and the reft ask^d him^ 
for vrhat reafon he would cbufe that 
Condition fooue^ than another ; and he 
briskly anfwer'd, That it might be in 
his power to make the Fortune of the 
mod deferring Man upon the face of the 
Earth. 

The Prince of Ckves (the only Man in 
the Court who could not love Florii) was 
alarmM at his Difcourfe. This Prince 
.uas naturally jealous, and the good Qua* 
lities of this Youth gave him frequent 
Uneafinefs ; he thought him a Man of 
greater Quality than he appeared to be, 
who c^me thus difguifed, that he might 
have an opportunity of being al>\ays near 
the Prince(s: and he did not queftion 
but that he fhpuld now make the impr'u* 
dent Youth . unwarily difcover himfelf. 
Every moment he thought an Age, till 
it xame to his turn to queftion Ftoris ; 
and the firft thing he ask'd him, was to 
defcribe that deferving Man he had jufl: 
now talkM of, fuppofing that he w >uld 
give 'em his own Pidure ; but he was 
iniltakeo. this was the only thing that 

K FUtis 
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«2%rf J wanted ; and without being Id dM 
leaft daunted, he b^an to deferibetbe 
^Connt d^AniBUfme fo very particularl]^ 
that every one who had ieen or heard a 
him immediately took FAm's Meaning 
The Princefs fmird, and looking kimB; 
upon him, So^fo, faidfie^ all your WiflKS 
I fee are fbrmM for the &ke of yoof 
Prince ; but no body can blame yon fef 
loving a Man with whom you wtf 
brought up. Floris was wcU pieafcd to 
fee that he had made fome Progrefi, and 
that from the time of his formit^ this 
Wi(h, the Princefs had os'd him even 
more kindly than before. 

But this was not aU F^h defir'd, her 
Confidence, as well aS' fUeem- he samM 
at, and was every day contriving fome 
means of ccmpaffing his Ends. Oneday, 
feeing the Dutchefs and Prineefs vcrj 
bufy in reading Letters, and not doub^ 
ing whence they came, he prctendttl 
hafty BufineC?, and came up fudderiy to 
the Princefs juft as fhe had a Letter of 
the Count's in her Hand; and caftiDg 
his Eyes upon it, fhridt'd out: then 
looking on the Ground with £bme-oon- 
fufion, he continued in that pofturetiH 
riie Princefs, who flirewdly fu^efted tlic 
Caufe, believing that he knew tfaeGount's 
Writing, ask'd him what w« tfe mat- 
ter. 



ef BirHGlTN DY. If$ 

ter. PardotT me. Madam,' I bdbech you, 
f(\ii Floris ; my Sarprize was greater 
than my Difcretion, and at fight of that 
tlear Hand, I c^uld not conceal a fuddea 
^ranfport of Jo v. The Princefs feeing 
that it was in nis power to difcorer tht 
important Secret of their Correfpondence, 
ftnd who believ'd him difcrcet, full of 
Aflfeftion towards the Prince, and capa- 
bfe of ferving their Loves ^ and having 
before been often advis'd by the Dut- 
Chefs to do it, fhe determined that mo- 
ment to en'troft him with their reciprocal 
Engagements, nor did fhe conceal any 
thing material that had pafs'd between 
•em: After which, Fhris kneelM, and 
fwore eternal FideKty to the Princefs* 

From that time forwards the Princefs 
of Burgundy loved "Ploris every day more 
and more, and the P'rince of Cfeves's Jea- 
lolify every day increas'd. Mean wiiile, 
the beauteous Youth took every oppor- 
tunity, which his being made a Confidant 
gave him, to fpeak in mvour of the Count 
aAngolefme ; he encouraged the Princefs, 
in cafe the Duke ihould offer to force her 
Inclinations, bravely to refill him, re- 
moving all thofe Scruples which he 
dioQght might be an Obfidcte to her re-* 
fiftance ; and, in (hort, he gainM fo much 
upon h^j that Ihe promisM him) if the 
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Count d*Angokfme continued faithful to 
jher, fhe never would give her Heart or 
Hand to another. 

. It was not long before Earl Riven came 
.ito Ruerre : he had, upon account of fone 
yrivate Bufinefs of his own, been obligM 
to leave the Duke, and was now return- 
ing to him at Nanciy which that Prince 
was going to befiege. The Earl brought 
*em the news of a Peace being concluded 
between Louis of France and Edward of 
England^ that they had an Interview at : 
Pequigni^ that the Englifl) were at Amiem^ 
and fplendidly entertained there by the 
King of France, that in this Treaty the 
l^reat Conftable's Ruin had been con- 
eluded) and that Louis had taken pofleiHon 
of St. Quinttn. 

The very firft Sight of the beauteous 
Fkris produced the fame Effed upon Earl 
Rivers^ as it did upon every body befides 
the Prince o^Cleves ; he admired and loved 
him, nor was Floris ungrateful to a Man 
whofe Virtues, as well as Friendfliip 
for the Count d^Angolefme, he had often 
heard of. 

If we confider every Circumftance 
here, we muft furely think that never 
was Man happier than the Count; his 
Princefs, the fole Objeft of his Wifhes, 

fincerdy 
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linccrely loved him. His Rival made it 
his whole Study how to fen^e his Love ; 
and Sovereigtiy whom he had once fo paf- 
fionately courted, and (ince fo cruelly 
(btiaken, had forgot every Thought of 
Revenge, and was ading a Part that ne- 
ver Woman aded before ; her own In- 
tereft fhe had laid afide to ferve his new 
Love, and was every day ftudying how 
to aflfure him the poffeffion of his Mif- 
irefs, and of the confiderable Fortune he 
might expeft with her. 

The Count d^Angokfme might long- 
have continued ignorant of Sovereign's 
Senerous Proceedings, had it not beea^ 
ifcoverM in the following manner. One 
Evening the Princefs was employed in 
writing, whilfl the Dutchefs was in the 
adjacent' Room with the Prince of Qeves^ 
Earl RtverSy and feme others ; the Sub* 
jeft of their Converfation, was the ex- 
traordinary EfFefts a fincere Paffion was 
capable or producing. Alas J faid Earl 
Rivers, tJDith more freedom than he laould 
have ufed had the Princefs been prefent, can 
any body do niore than love on, yet ne- 
ver dare mention his Paffion to the Ob- 
jc6t of his Defires^ but ftill continue to 
ferve his beloved Rival. I have often 
thought of what you now fay, reply'd 
the Dutchefs^ looking upon him as if fhe un^ 
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derfhod his Meaning; aod, I chink^ the Vi^ 
tucs o£ fuch a Perfon, at leaft, equal to 
his Love : but ic mull be a difincerefted» 
a reafonable, and a generous Love^ and 
fuch indeed as is feldom to be met ivitk 
I thought, faid the Prince rf Qeves, that 
true Love was always foir fervuig itfelF, 
and never for relinquifhing any part of 
its Prctenfions, much lefs for ferving a 
Rival. At leaft, furfued Florist MftreJ^^ 
1 thought no PaiBon, no Virtue ought to 
equa! Love, except in our Sex, where 
Modedy ought fo far to prevail^ as to 
hinder us from declaring our SeniJmeau 
firll. Aud even then, reply^d a ymug IJ^ 
dy v^ho was frefent^ I believe it dveiy 
difficult matter to coutioue filent, whiltt 
the Heart is perpetually di6biting WordSy 
and encouraging the Mouth co ibeak. 
^Vhat wou'd you think of oac,faid rloris, 
who having long loved, and been belov'd 
again^ ihould on the fudden fee the Heart 
once in their pofTeifion, revolt and fub* 
mit itfelf to another Yoke ? And yet 
notwithilanding this, far from railing at 
the Inconftant, make it their whole bufi" 
liefs to promote the fal(e Betrayer's new 
Flames. I ihould Cay^ repfy'd the Prim 
iff Cleves very abruftly^ that the(e are the 
vain Imaginations of unexperienced Youthi 
Love^Preams that you have probably io* 
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)ted to embeii^ the Hiftory of your 
h one clay or other. Whac I fiiQ^ to 
ay reffy'd FUms *very i^ldfy^ is neither a 
^e-Dream, or Imagination of catoe^ 'tis 
lat I my&K haste been an Eye-witnefs 
; and a youog Lady ia our Country' 
s beea capable of overcoming her Fal- 
n^ and btDhaFin^ herielf \vidh that uia** 
3Unon GeBeco(k7 icwafdrs a faithlefs 
wet. Ah I fimriiy crfd the Dmchtfs, 
u'd I bielicwe i^very Circizmftance of 
ur Scory rrue, nodiiiag in the world 
aid ploilk fne be}H>nd it : for as Eui 
0€rs |ufl: BOW •obierr'i, a jE^erfon tkxx: 
v& m^y aad idaac his tio ka^s 
ever bciqg loi^d, amy fommon m)> 
Mrajc and <kin^^i(ky enough tofor- 
t his DWD la&eveft^ and to ferve tiks. 
utual Flanaes of a oon£bafi£ Oiuple: 
Bt as PJms jfiiyls, ix> haue loved, aad been 
slaved agaia» to hm^ tafted all the 
Mets of chat Paffion^ and at once co Te«- 
4ye upon enduring ^ the Toa3nents of 
^ fib reftcaHi and ctirb the Fury of every 
mng Paifion in one's Bread, to b&- 
ray one's £elf only to ferve on ungrate- 
A Man : ^fhck are noble, geoerons, 
ipernatnur^ A£i:ions ; . i neirer vdid hear 
f any thing I could mooe admire, hut I 
m atraid 'tis impoEible it Ihoiddhe 
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Fhris had not time to reply, before the 
Prinoefs came in ; in her hand (he held a 
Facquec of Letters, and having whifper'd 
ibirething to the Dutchefs^ they both 
vent into the Clofet : upon which, every 
body, out of refpeft, withdrew. Shortly 
after. Earl Rivers and /%r/x were fent 
for, and the Princefs informM 'em that 
ihe had juft received Letters from Jaque* 
UMj from the Count d^Angolefme and C^ 
mines, and with it the News of the Con- 
fiable de St. Paulas being taken, and that 
Preparations were making to bring him 
to an immediate Tryal : this griev^ 'cm 
all, and' Ftoris could not refrain from 
Tears. Alas ! poor Coimt de Rou'ciy faid 
hCy how great are thy Misfortunes, and 
how iincerely do I pity thee ? I heartily 
pity him too, reply^d tke Princefs^ he is 
really an amiable deferving Man. We 
know him, reply* d the Dutchefs^ he was 
here fome time with us, and I ufed 
very often to torment him, for the poor 
Man was over head and ears in love 
with one of the Queen's Maids of Ho- 
nour, and never thoughtof any thing elfe. 
This unexpeded Speech filled Floris with 
confufion, he tum'd his Face a(ide, and 
wiped away fome Tears which would 
have comforted the Count de Rouci, were 
his Misfortunes fuch as wou'd admit of 
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Comfort. The Princefs then told *em, 
that the Count d'Aftgolefnte was no longer 
an Exile, that the King had recaird him, 
and that he had fent her word he (hortly 
hoped to fee her. This News farprizM 
FloriSy who did not expcft to fee him 
(6 very foon, and he thought it 'high 
time to let him know where he was, tlmt 
his firft Sight might not ftrike him with 
that Dread and Confufion which- might 
reafonably be expeAed ; and being fully 
refolved not to abandon his Poft, till* he 
had performed the mighty Work, and made 
the Count happy in the pofTeffion of the 
Priiicefs of Burgundy: and as on alL oc« 
cafions he never wanted prefence of 
Mind, he foon refolved upon an Expe- 
dient ; and aiTuming a very chearful Face^^ 
Here are abundance of Tears and Grief^. 
faid he ; and I think. Madam, we ought 
to divert the melancholy Subjed as well* 
as we can, and I fee but one way of 
doing it i be pleasM to give Earl Rivers 
and me leave to write to the Count d'An-- 
p)leftne. With all my heart, faid the- 
Dutchefs^ we'll all write, and in one Let-- 
ter too; reach me the Pen and Ink, and 
I'll begin : accordingly the- Dutche& be- 
gan thus i 
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^ The News you £ent U8 of the poor 
Conftable's Misfortunes, has 6UM as tklt 
with Grief, I fee that there are flrange 
ilevolutioos at your Court ; byt your 
being no longer an Exile, has ^vcn us 
a great deal c^ Satrsfa&ion : And ihsU 
I deal (incerely v^ith you ? all our Me* 
bncholy, all our Grief vaniflies, vtoi 
we refleft upon feeing you here very 
foon. Phris a0ures us^ that the Soli- 
tudes of Jluirre are as agreeable as thofe 
oiLMhes, and that the Love-Sighs which 
you fetchM at this laft place, were (6 
very deep, that they ought to have beea 
heard as far as Rume.* 

Under this. Earl Riwn wsk the follow* 
ing Words : 

^ The lovdy Fhris is beoome the Iih 

* terpreter of your Heart, and every day 

* tells the Story of you Love, in fo fbft 
*and {o agreeable a manner, that yoa 
^ cannot think how much you are obliged 

* to him Happy Man 1 at your return, 

* you^l find that even Abfinice itielf hai 
^ been favourable to yeu.^ 

The Princefs, who determine to write 
laA, ordered Fbtis to take the Pen in 
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hand ; he obey'd, and now thought he 
htd «ti oppottimity vf letting tiit Prioce 
Tmom who he was. His Miuid iodoe^ 
he was no Stranger to, and the Name of 
*Fknria he himfelf had given him, which . 
was now only alter\i to Fknris : fb that he 
had nothing more to acqmitit him Urith, 
than the Reafooa which had inducM him 
to come tbicher : upon which he wrote 
thus ; 

^ I do not tjneftkm, my Lord^ but 
you'll be very much furpriz'd to hear 
that I'm ded to the Court oF Burgmdy ; 
I prevailed upon my Father Camllac to 
accompany me ; an unfonunate Love 
made me kave the Qpecn of France's 
Courts I have now overcome the Paf- 
fion, and am happily detainM in the 
Btiacc&'s Service; where I have fre- 

Sueot opportunities of pleading your ~ 
iufe, and talking of your Love. You 
are fenfible, my Lord, that no body 
knows the force of yourPaffion better 
than I do, and that fcarce any body 
living cou'd do what I am doing ; my 
Heart, even frmn my very Infancy, was 
devoted to your Service ; you may 
therefore expe^ every thing from youn 
fUris.* 
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By this the Prince might eafily fee 
that Sovereign was at the Court of £w^ 
gundy dilgoifed, whither Monfieur de Ca^ 
nillac, her Father's Friend, had accom- 
panied her; and that the whole ftudy of 
her Life was t&. ferve him with thePrin- 
eels ; s^d therefore \^^en he came, he 
wou'd hot Jbefurpriz'dito fee her there 
in Man's Apparel. Floris having done, the 
Frincefs fat herl'elf down, and concluded 
the Leitcer in this manner : 

* Every body here pleads your Canfei 

* the Dutchefs, and Earl Rivers^ and 
^ young Floris, but I am afraid they are 

* eloquent in defcribing a Paffion whicH 
^ you but faintly feel ; -. your: Abfence 
.^ gives me Pain, it has already been too 
*long, and my Soul is full r of difb^ 

* Apprehenfions. If you wou'd cure my 

* Fears, come hither as fiDon as poflSbly 

* you can. O God of Love ! reflore mc 
^ my Lover^ but leftore him faithful and 

* conftant' , 

Every body having done, the whole 
Letter was reatir over- at once, and feal'd 
up, then fent away to the Count. 

Soon after this. Earl Rivers received an 
Exprefa from the Duke^ with Advice 

that 
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that he was fetting out for Nanci, and 
defired him to meet him there at fuch a 
time. The good fortune he had met 
with before Nuitz, had fo puff'd him up, 
that he did not think it in the power of 
any thing human to alter his Succefs; 
befides this, he had taken a General into<* 
his Service, in whom he repofed an 
entire Confidence. This was the Count 
de Campobachey a Neapolitan by birth, and 
who till then had been employ 'd in the 
fervice of the unforunate Houfe of An^ 
jou ; but alas ! the Duke of Burgundy 
little thought what fort of a Man he had 
to deal with, he was a bafe perfidious 
Wretch, who had privately offer'd the 
King of France to make away with OjotUs. 
As defigning a Man as Louis was, he 
could not relifb fuch a piece of Villany, 
but imtnediately gave the Dukq notice 
of it, who was very far from hearkening 
to it, believing that the King dreaded 
his General, and therefore artfully endea- 
voured to make Charles fufped; and dif- 
charge him. The ill Succefs Campobache. 
met with, did not in the leaft daunt him ;. 
but he feveral times renewed his Pro- 
pofals, which Louis as often rejededJ 
At length he- addrefe^d himfelf to the 
Duke of LoYtain^ < who ^adly embraced 
the Oifer^ and Cam^obacH now ouly 
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Nothing in the \( orid could hart 
pleasM Fkris better than this Letter, he 
plainly (aw that the Count d^AngoleJm 
had fbund out Avho he was, and this to 
him was a very great Satisfadipn. 

^^he next Mornitig Earl Rivers and the 
Prince of Cleves fet out for Nanci ; bat 
FltnriSy on account of the Place he haij^ 
ftaid behind. The very next day he went 
cut a walking by hiniiclf in the Park, 
and fcarce was he got into one of the 
mod folitary Parts of it, when a Coun- 
try Woman, bigger than Women gene- 
rally are, with a Basket of Fruit upon 
her Head, came up to him^ and fet the 
Basket at his feet ; which done, flie lif- 
ted up her Hood, and Floris was ' fur- 
priz'd at the fight of fo agreeable a- Face: 
but this Surprize was very fmall, com- 
pared to that which immediately fol- 
lowed, when he knew this Country Wo^ 
man to be no other than the Count ^ 
Rouci. 

Good God ! crj*d Floris, is it you, mj 
Lord ? How came you to know me ? 
Wherefore do you purfue me ? Why in 
this Difguife ? And what can you pro- 
pofe to yourfelf ? I purfue • you becauie 
I love you, reply* d the Cotrnt, and I have 
put on this Difguife only for an oppor- 
tunity. 
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tunity of feeing and fpeaking to you in 
private: But, dear Madam, let me re- 
tort the Queftion, and ask why you have 
put on that Apparel? Is it that you 
may undifcover*d wait here for the hap- 
py Count d'Angolefme ? Alas ! my Lord, 
reply* d Floris, you wrong me much, and' 
your Sufpicions are very unjuft : how-' 
ever, I Ihall not think much of taking 
the trouble to convince you. She then 
told, him very linccrely what fhe had 
done, and what further fhe defign'd to 
do for the Count d^Angokfme. You fee, 
my Lord, continued fbe^ whether I love hinl 
ftill, or at leaft whether I love him for my 
own -fake ; aiid after what I have now 
done, I affure you, that IhouM any Ac- 
cident happen, which might interrupt 
his Happinefs, or fhouM fickle Fortune 
rcftore me his Heart again, yet I never can 
accept it : I never will, my Lord, be his, 
but 'I will never be another*s. I have Gra- 
titude in my Temper, and am fenfible of 
what you have done, and are now doing 
for my fake ; it has niade no (mail Im- 
predion upon me, and I couM wtfh that 
I never had loved the Count d*Angolefme, 
that I might have been the worthy Ob- 
jeft of your Paffion : but as it is, we muft 
never entertain a Thought of that nature. 
My Efteem for you, my Lord, is infinite; 
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I k)ve you as I ibouM love a Brocfaer, and 
wilh it was in my power to reward the 
Sincerity of your PaiEon. 

The Count ie Rcuci ikid CFery thing 
he cou*d think of to divert her from this 
Defigfl, which tho noble, he thought 
cxuel ; but all he couM urge prov'd vain. 
She then askM him, how he came to dif- 
cover her ? He anfwer'd, that one of bis 
Servants had £ben her, and immediarely 
gave him notke of it ; iie then told hei 
what Death tbt Con&able de &. Paul bis 
Father had met with, and they both paid 
a Flood of Tears to his Memory : after 
which, the Qwnt informed her that be 
was going to meet the Duke of JBingiatt^ 
hcbre Nanei^ and that the deiire of feeing 
and fpeaking to her without being Icndva 
byanybodyei&,had obliged him toxiifgu^ 
himfelf as he had done. Alas, riflfdS^ 
wriigiy to what a (hameful Condilion has 
our unlui^py Loves reduced us both \ too 
plainly I fee what Chara&ers w« both 9&1 
for what in another Man of your Age 
wou'dpals for a piece of Gallatitry, be- 
connes criminal in the Son of the unhi^py 
Conftable de St. Paul, after the Mistor- 
tune€ of liis illullrious Family; and i 
fiach a thing be Criminal in you, what 
mud it be in me ? This Adion which I 
fometimes flatter myfelf is only the ££fa& 

of 



of 3 generous Hearc, which iloes hot in 
the leaft regard its own Intereft, vill 
by the Wor]d be feverdy cenfurM and 
Qondemn'd ; and I am Cenfible that a£ter 
having had the Satisfedion of executing 
xny DefigH, 1 muft retieac in Qxnt obfcure 
Place, there for ever to hide and to be- 
wail my Folly. 

After this, and fome other Dircomfes 
of the like nature, Fhris and the Count 
diRcuci took their leavesof each other^ not 
without (heddiog a Flood of Tears ; and 
the former return^ to the Palace to dif- 
cbarge the Duties of his Fiace, whilil the 
Count went to Nanci to meet the Duke of 
Burgundy. 

. It was not long befcare News arrivM, 
^hat this Prince had coade himfelf Mafter 
of that City, and that he was carrying his 
vidorious Army into SwiJferUmd. To make 
fliort of this Scory, the £amous Battle of 
Grandion was fought^ where the Duke's 
Forces were entirely routed; and his' 
Grief was fo ftrong, that he puhlickly 
wepty then comforted himfelf as well as 
he couM, and at lafl, in the height of his 
Vanity, cali'd this general Deteat a final! 
Overthrow. Mean while he began to 
fear left the King of France /hou a take 
advantage of his Misfortunes ; upon which 
he ient Contm to conclude a Truce with 

him. 
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him. The Count d^'Angokfrne wou'c 
lofe the Opportunity, but fee out 
Burgundjj and reach'd Ruerre^ juft ai 
time that the Duke, with all his t 
Warriors, returned from the Field. 

The fight of the Princefs of ^sir^ 
gave him more Pieafure than he hai 
tome time been capable of feeling ; 
in the Sweets of Love, they foon ft 
the Pains of a tedious Abfence. A 
firft Arrival, Floris avoided the Prii 
Sight, fearing left he fliou'd not be 
to fupport it; but, in the Evening, he < 
into the Dutchefs's Chamber, while 
Prince was talking with the Coun 
Rouci J they both blufh'd at the Sigl 
each other} and having iook'd upon 
another fome little time, Ftorts beck 
the Count de Rmciy and they both i 
into a Balcony, where the Prince 
followed *em. Spare my Confufion, 
Floris, for I am in a ftrange one be 
you both, and know not how to be! 
niyfelf, tho I couM fafely give an aco 
of my Conduft to both of you, and tl 
that nothing I have done can injure 
Count de Reuci, and that the Count d 
golefme ought to be very well fati? 
with every thing I have done : Yes^ 
Lord, continued /he, addrefjtng herfelf t 
Prince y I have faithfully fervid you, 

1 
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bave had the Satisfaftion to fee that my 
Service was not needlefs : I have con- 
firmM the Princefs in the good Opinion 
fhe before entercainM of you. Ah Ma* 
idam, refljd the Prince^ do you fpare my 
Confufion ? How great is yourKindnefs i 
how little have I defervM it ! but cou'd 
you read my Heart My Lord, my 

Lord, anfiver'd FlortSy not a word of youc 
Hearc if you pleafe, nor let it ever be the 
Subjed of our Converfation ; but leave the 
Princefs's Heart to my Management! I 
dare infure your Happinefs. 

Here they were interr^pted by the 
Duke, who came up to *em, and who 
began to have a very great Value for JRbriV, 
to whom the Duke's Kindnefs was as trou- 
blefome. Often wou*d Charles retire from 
the reft of his 0)urt, and walk, two or 
three Hours at a time,leaning on the beau-?^ 
teous Fhris. The Courtiers, with Envy 
faw the growing Favour, but none with 
more than the Count de Camfobache^ who 
was enragM to fee this Youth engrofs the 
greateft part of the Duke's FriendChip ; 
and from that time he conceiv'd a deadly 
Hatred, and formed very fatal Defigns 
againft his Life. 

Some few Days after this, Floris being 
in Company with the Counts de Rouci 
and d'Angokfme only. What Ihall I do, 

[aid 
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Jaidbe, the Duke is preparing for the 
FieUly atui cofntnands me to follow hkn ; 
be talks of giving me a Poft too. Good 
God ! what fhall I <b ift the Army? I 
tremble >vheo I refleft upon his frrft Pto^ 
pofal, how burdenfome is hns Friendffxip 
grown to me ! Then difcovcr yonrfelf £iid 
the Count d'Angcfefme, the Princeflfes I'm 
fure will be glad inflead of young Fhris to 
find the beauteous Sovereign in their Ser- 
vice* Yes, re^lj'd the Omm de Rouci A/»- 
fiilfj and fo will the Dake too be glad to 
find his new Friend a beauteous M^* 
The Prince couM not forbear finiHng at 
his Friend^s trouble, and Fkris interrupt- 
ing him. The Count de Rouci^ fmd kj 
is much in the right, the Duke is of a 
very amorous Difpofition, and of a violent 
Temper. I do not in the leaft queftion, 
but that was he to know me for a Maid, 
hisFriendlhip wou'd foon be chang'd into 
a ftronger PafSon, and you know him well 
enough to be fenfible that I fhouM have 
reafon to apprehend every thing from a 
Man of his Charader : No, in difco- 
vering itjyfelf, the Remedy wou*d be far 
worfe than the Difeafe. My fafeft way, I 
believe, wou'd be to feign* a Fit of Sick-^ 
nefs. Alas, my Lord, the Part I now 
play is a very troublefome one, and when 
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I firft undertook it I did not fbrefee all 
the dangerous GMifequences of it. 

'Twas no difficult matter for Flarh to 
feign a fudden Illnefs; the Concern he 
^as in, made a vifible Aleeration in hifc 
Face, and the firft News of it abided 
the Dake in* the moft fenfible manner ima- 
ginable. 

Nor was the Princefe lefs grieved at it,* 
for 'twas with Joy fhe had heard that 
the Dake had ordered Fhris to follow 
him ; ihe knew what Empire he atready 
had over the Duke's Mind, and how 
zealous he was to fcrve the Count ^i'yf/i- 
golefine^ and therefore ftie did not in the 
lleafi doubt but that he would be very 
mftrumcntal in bringing the once intend- 
ed March about. Mean while the Count 
took the liberty of fpeaking again to the 
Duke concerning this Affair, and he 
promifed him, that, at his return from 
Nimsi and Swifferland, where he was go- 
ing, he wou'd have the Marriage con-* 
fummated. They were indebted fop this 
Proraife to- Floris^ who had infenfibly 
work'd up the Duke to this Refolution, 
and Charles himfelf fooke of it, with a 
great deal of Kmdnels both to the Prince 
and Princefs. 

I ihall return then, faidtbe Omnt d'An-* 
^Ififme qne day to^ his f ah Charmer, as 



2i6 T!be Secret Hiftory 

fooa as thefe two Expeditions are over; 
for the King will not allow me to follow 
the Duke your Father, but out of mere 
Caprice, recalls me to the Court of Framt 
t ihall return. Madam, and that very 
ihortly too, and will bring you back • 
tender faithful Heart i and, I hope. Ma- 
dam, you will then reward its Fidelity. 
Yes, my Lord, repl/d tke Princejs, the 
IDuke has promisM you I (ball ; he has 
engaged you to me a fecond time, and has 
even given me leave to difobey him,fliould 
he offer to force my Inclinations, and jgi^e 
me to another. Having this liberty horn 
my Father, I will not lay the leaft con- 
ftraint upon myfelf. Yes, my Priocei 
contimid Jhe, giving Mm her Hand; here 
I promife you, that if you continue faith- 
ful to me, I will referve my Hand and 
Heart for you alone. 

The Dutchefs cou*d not forbear fmi- 
ling to hear what Conditions the Prin- 
cefs always made : So, my Lord, fc^id 
Jhcj I believe your Happinefs pretty cer- 
tain, fince 'cis founded upon your Fide- 
lity. I can affure you, that during your 
Exile, we were under fome Apprehcn- 
fions, left you fliou'd give us the flip, 
and difpofe of your Heart to another. 
Come, come, my Lord, confefs; was 
there not more than one Armda in thofe 

en- 
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enchanted Groves, where RinaUo /wu 
ictain'd ? The Queen's Virtues are ma- 
ly, and capable of melting a harder 
El^t than ^ yours : a nvimerous Court of 
Beiuties too always . furround her; nor 
has.Farae forgot to tell us of Jthe Charms 
of Sovereign and Polignac. 

Struck with confufion at the Rehear* 
[al of thefe two Names, the Pripce 
blufh'd, and was unable to acvfwer a 
IVord : Floris too, who began toaccuf- 
torn himfelf to hear every thing without 
concern, cou'd not however ward this 
tmexpeded Blow: But recovering him- 
Telf before the Prince, Alas! Madam, 
%id hey thofe Beauties you talk of cou^d 
i(^ jnake the leaft ImpreiSen on i;he 
Ptidce, he has been aiccuftbmM to ^em 
sver fince his firft Infancy : And as for 
:he Queen, continued he^ artfully, to give 
\b€ Count time to recover from his Confa-* 
HoHj did you but know the Queen, you 
wouM foon be fenfible that no one wou'd 
prefume to attempt her Love. Or did 
j^ou but know wiiat I kAow of her, faid 
the Prince, you vou'd not think that 
any Man couM be mad enough to ground 
his Love upon any hopes wnatfoever. £ 
muft own, continued he, that no body 
living deferves better to be loved, but 
her Heart is not capable of any impref- 

L ixoa 
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lioiL The (ecret Hiftory of her^Iifel 
. cKfceyi^etM by a 'vetyextReordinacy-Aeci- 
.dent^ file hftyiiig entrufted it to no body 
but one of her Maids, whdfe^DiCcMsai 
fiothing can exceed. Then- comBnuiicm 
this predous Secret to 'HS, ciyV -the iBth 
chefs hafiilj^ or YVL perfoade the'Prmc^ 
that you concern yourfelf a Uttle C€K> much 
:'ri)Out her. Tou - knciw. Madam, rept^i 
iihe Qmnt, I anh always teady to obey ytMir 
X^bnnnands; upon which, iScting 4oYrj^ 
Jke bc^n his Story thus; 
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'iHARLOt'tE oiSimoj had 

] not yet reach'd the fixth 

I Year of her Age, when flie 

I Jwas protnisM in marciage Co 

• Frederick Prince of Saxoay. As 

ithe-gTew up, Hk i1»e.w*d an extreme A- 

veriiea to-diis inteaded Match, and of- 
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Jen wou'd Ihe open her Heart to one of 
v.het young Maids, whom (he dearly loved, 
and whole Name was ViShria Pallavidm. 
/ Ates ! vxni^A fi>e fmetimes fay^ if my rctl 
.Happinefs was their early Care, why 
jdid they not think of uniting me tor ever 
with tlie I^iike of Calabria ? He is the 
-only Man lupon the face of the Earth 
whom I cou d like, all that I have heard 
•of him charms my very Soul, and has 
made fiich an ImpreiSon on my Mind, 
that I never fhall be happy with the 
Prince of Saxmgi^ The Princefs was but 
eleven Tears old when fhe began to talk 
thus I and as (he grew up, theOb No- 
tions, fpite of all her Endeavours, giew 
Wronger and ftronger, and (he really lov- 
-ed the Duke of Caiahia, whom (he had 
never feen. 

One Night, as Ihe was in her Cham- 
ber, juft going to undrefs herfelf, one 
of her Father*s Minifters, who was not * 
unacquainted with her Averfion to the 
Prince of Saxony^ came in ; and beggii^ 

fardon for intruding thus unreafbnaUy^ 
cou'd not, Madam, faid he^ defer bria^ 
ing you a very agreeable piece of Newsj 
the long intended Match, between yon 
and Fredeyick^ is juft broken off. My dear 
ViSloYiay crfd the jmng Princefs^ tbramng 
hr Arms atf(M the Neck of that famwriu 

Girl, 



Sirt^ I never (hall h^^Frederick^s i thou» 
knovr^fl: my Hearty and can'ft guefs ac 
my Joy. She was fo tranfported, thaD 
ihe did not fa much as once look upon* 
the Gentleman who : brought hec the^ 
News^ . who^ addreffitig himfelf to hei^ 
again. Am I tahave nrocbanksi^ my Prin^ 
cefs, faid he^ or do you^think that I have 
not yet Efficiently defervM^em ? how-' 
ever, I dare fwear I flwdl have *cm pre- 
lently, when I have told you* all that has 
been done this day. There is a Happi^ 
nefs in ftore for you, which, I believe,' 
you fcarce cou'd hope. This Speech putr 
the Princeis into fome'confufion, and made 
her blufh i but recovering herfelf^ -What 
great Happitt6&, /^/i^i?,, is- this^ which I^ 
wa$ not 10 much as allowM to hope ? 
And turning towards her Favourite, My 
dear ViSloria, continued fie ^ what can he 
mean ? I mean. Madam, reply d the MS-* 
uifter, that you will fhortly be one of the 
greateft PrinceiTes in the Univerfe; for 
this Evening your Marriage was conclu-* 
4ed with the Dauphin of Brance. 

I am promised to the Dauphin ! cry^d 
the Princefs, in a ntofi tnelancholj manner y 
and gently refling her Head upon the faith* 
ful ViftoriaV jBijii^, I am promised to 
the Dauphin ! and this is the unexpeded 
Happinefs which I was told of! Oh I 

L 3 my 
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my yiStoriaj I am made for ever wrttchecb 
The Duke of Savoy's Minifter was very 
much furptiz'd at -what he (aw, md 
heard : however, the prefent Infenfibility 
of the Princefs^ he chiefly attribdted to her 
nnexperiehcM Toothy ilie being' at that 
time bot fourteen Tears old : and as the 
Dauphin and her Father had' been at 
▼ariance, and that the former had, on all 
occafions^^ fhewM -a very haughty Tem- 
per, he riiought flie dreaded ^ng . join'd 
to tluitj Prince. 

The News c^ the intended Match 
foon' (pread throughout thePalaee, and 
the PrincefS^s Women expre(s^d their Joy 
in a Very open manner, and theik* Mntft 
i^as heard every wberfe thioug^out her 
Apartment. Mean while, P^moria'{at by 
her bed'-fide,arid heard her iad Complaints. 
Do you hear 'em, foid the Prhpafi^^ Mh 
ding to her Women^ do you hear thoie fool* 
i(h CreattH*es ? what Foundation hM 
they for this uncommoii Joy ? ' Alas i 
they Iktle think that they stM' rojdicii^ 
atmyMifery. What diflSttfencd, mydM 
VtShria^ was there becweea* thofis thvo 
Pieces of News we juft now heard ? TRe 
firft indeed made me hap^y^, and, as I 
thou^hCy reftor'd my Life and Liberly» 
by deiivevins me &bm a crAel Tc4tef bat 
Alas } it broi^ht a ihort cranfi^tovy ^y^ 



^ Da\wi.of Hope, and thcn^my Ifappi- 
iiar& fiedfrom me like a morning Dream : 
My: Condition, isnow worfe than ever ; 
i:am promised to the Dauphin, without 
hopes of redemption^ and aiB by that 
Qieans for ever- paired £pom the, Duke of 
Qalahrtai 

In vain Vi£ima ' urg^df, that (he was 
going to be marryM to the greateflr Prince 
q( Europe, i nothing,cou*d adminifter Com- 
fort to; her love-fick - Hm«j, flip * Chud'*^ 
Act'd at the thoi:^tSr ok qheOwpiuQ^iaQc^ ' 
viihi'd} that her belovedr-DfllcQrbad been 
ia his>room : but, young u$< ibefwas;^ 9Q 
ene in the worki cou'd be iBore prudent^ 
tod ^twas with QricC atti Sbam^r iQbo 
found- he]:£el£ capaUta^of fonniig iack ^ 

The vamons Skmg^es wlauch tliia beau- 
teous P rincefs felt in her breaft, threw 
Ber into a little Fever ; and the Duke of 
Sauojiy wiho was. making the neceffary 
Fu^aradona for celebrating the Nuptials 
of his DaugKcer^. was like a Man in de- 
{pair, whea the news of her Blnefs was 
brought him ; and finding that it al- 
ready had made fome alteration in her 
Face^ he wouM not let her sq}pear in that 
condition before the French AmbafTadorSy^ 
but Cent her to one of his Country Par 
laces near lurim ; and the. Air,, joined 

L 4 with 
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"with her prudent Refolations, had, : 
very little time, fuch a good Eflfeft, i 
fhc recovered her former Health 
Beauty. 

One Morning the Princefs^ juft t 
her recovery, going to hear Mafs, fa 
Man {landing in a Corner of the Chui 
"wrappM up in a fcarlet Cloke : fev 
times fhe tumM her Eyes upon him, 
linowing what fhouM make her do 
but he was wrapped up in fuch a man 
that his very Face was hid^. and 
couM not poffibly difcover what kin< 
Man he was* The next day (he : 
him there again, drefsM juft in the £ 
manner, and gaied at him again ;tl 
reoovermg henelf, blam'd her Curiol 
yet fpite of herfelf ftill gazed on h 
The third day this Man came nea 
and leaned againft the Wall direftly 
pofite to the place where the Prim 
flood ; and (he perceivM that his E] 
which were large, black, and fparkli 
were fixed upon her, the reft of his I 
was quite coverM with the Qoke : 0! 
kite blufhM to fee how attentively 
Stranger gazed upon her, yet cou'd 
forbear looking at him again. At len{ 
quite forgetting herfelf, fhe fixed 
Eyes upon his, and it was not long bef( 
to her great Surprize and Satisfaftion^ 
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fkw his Anns and the Cloke both drop* 
at once, and difcovetM one of the moft 
j^reeable Faces fhe had ever feen. Seve« 
Ml times has (he fince confefsM that 'twas» 
with much ado ihe forbore ihrieking out 
at this unexpeded fight, her Heart leaped 
and flutter^ j but recalling to-mind what 
ihe was doing; and where ihe was, ihe 
finirdi then nx'd her Eyes upon a Prayer- 
book fhe had in her Hand^ 

The Stranger, who cou'd not bear the 
Looks of the beauteous Princefs^ had^ 
eh the other hand, quite forgot himfelf^^ 
and loft in admiration, he had let fall his 
CSoke, nor ever once thought of covering 
his Face again : his Eyes plainly difco- 
rerM the Secret of his Soul, and in ever^ 
look- appear^ his Love : too well the 
E^ncefs read the meaning of ^emj fa 
:hat fhe fcarce dared turn her Eyes to- 
wards him^ and when fhe did^v 'twas* 
ivith fear and trembling; 

No fooner had fhedinM, but fhe went 
into her Clofet, ordering every body to 
vetire. There the- fpace of fix fuUJHours 
(he fat penfive, and alone : but the va- 
rious and tumultuous Piaffidns of her 
Mind fweird and laboured for Vent, and 
Ate was at length obligM to call ViBwm 
to her ; and leaning on her Arm, fhe 
walkM with her into the moft retir'd 

L 5 Part*. 
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Fan* 6f tlhe <3at^bhr, and thefe retefi'j 

t6 mifld the Advttittne cf the Meniisi& 

And Ihall I, faidjbey cpm tbe Wei^ic» 

of my Soul to you ? This Stninger hea 

made a deep ImMeffion in my Hearty I 

fuppofe yoa think that he ahready AAfe» 

it u^ith the Dukd of Cdabria^ amh yon 

win be confirmed in that opinion^ whei 

\ tell yon I lo^e him as deaily as I dc^ 

that Duke, and the Dnke as veH as I de^ 

this Stranger. You think I rave, my Vk^ 

ibria ; p>rbap$ I do •: nay, you'll (Wetf 

it, wmnr I tdll you that this StiMges 

and . the Thkk of Calabria are biSit ooe^ 

Do not be furpriz'd, I am very i(&t 

afTurM it muft be fo, fomething witbiil 

me whifpcrs that *tis he. *Tis impoffi* 

ble thac any one, Ivhofe Adions BM 

hits fo toukilv proelaim^d, fhouM nutoi 

left nob4e Appearance ; or, flathfir, *tis 

impoffible that my Heart (hou^d hive 

flutter^ at the approach of any one but tin 

Duke of Calabria. J3ut, Madam^ repl/dVio^ 

torid, what you fay is only the efled of 

pure Imagination ; nor have )^a the Mk 

Grounds for believing fuch a thing. -. TtiSc 

the lead Grounds ! anfvxr^d tbe Prinettff > 

every Circumftance that I havie bcW 

telling you of, is a fuffici^t Coofinoll* 

tion of it. My cruel Fate has made me 

love a Man whom I had pent U*h^ bat 

whofe 



wkcfe Repttmiien had charmed me ; aad 
to make rty P&ins kiAins as m^ Life, I 
muft now have a figfht of cMs Man^ and 
be convino'd^ chat tx> fuch uncommon Me- 
t\t% Nature has joit^'d the mofl aigreeable 
Perfix^ in ith^ world: : I hare atreadjr tofd 
you, 'cis^ impoffible my Heatt fttov^^ etrer ^ 
be divided. 

Iii IXfcourfes CfS this natwe the Prio- ^ 
cefs eafed her Heart ; but turning with 
ka Confidant out of that Walk into ano- 
ther^ Ae faw, at about fenrty Pirns' dif- 
cuoee, two- Men eomh^ towaids 'em. 
At the fight of 'crm, her Heart IhitterM 
i^n, for the bvely Stranger was one of 
Vwn t lhe»tokl VlBoria of it, and bid her 
obfer^ bis Face, his Shape, bis Mem, , 
add all the Beauties of his Perfon. As 
be drew nearer, J^i^fdrr/robfervMi that his 
Byes were all the while fixed upon the ■- 
Prince(s. When they came wichrn five - 
or fix Paces of each other, ^ they both > 
ftoppM, as if to view one another i but 
the Princefe reeollefting herfdf, and a- 
flham'd of what Aie had done, continued 
her Walk i and the Stranger giving her 
the upper hand, bow'd very refpeflrfully, 
ud pafsM by. 

ThePrinceft had not walk'd far, be- 
fore fhe tumM back to fee this Man a- 
gaifi^ and found him (landing ftill, and 
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ga;ung at her with admiration. ^ 
Vi&oriay faidjhe^ you have feen him 
ivbat do you think of him ? ViEhri 
not know what Anfwer to return 
couM not believe it really was the \ 
of Calabria i but feeing in what fta 
Mind the Princeis was^ ihe from hei 
pitied her Condition. 

The remaining part of the Da] 
fpent in talking or this Stranger : i 
riay who never wou'd leave xSt Pri 
was near her at Supper-time^ and 
the fame Perfon come into the prel 
•After Supper, the Princefs, accordit 
cuftom, went into her Cloiet witi 
tma^ and was furprizM to fee a 1 
Letter lying on her Table ; ihe o 
it with fear, and read it ; then gave 
the incredulous i^£?or/Vi, whoie Sui 
and Admiration were fo very great 
fcarce had power to go through it 
to read the following Words : 

* The Fame of your Beauty, Mi 
^ touched my Heart, and Was impc 

* to hear your divine Charms talk 

* without loving |you. I have, wit 
' patience, waited for an opportun 
' throwing myfelf at your feet, an 

* fering you my Life and Love. 
' how vain have all my Endeavoun 



^ ved ? What Gtre i* what Induftry liave 
^ I not ufed to break off. your intended 
Marri^e vfith Frederick} and now the 
Dauphin muft seap the Benefit of it. 
Fate feems to over-power me, and I: 
muft yield to his ftronger Genius. How^ 
ever, I have^feen you, my divine Prinoeis;^ . 
and your Charms have confirmM what 
Fame had begun ; your Eyes have 
pierc'd my Heart, and I cannot refill 
the Power of Love. I am fenfible that 
I have not the leaft ground (or Hope^ . 
neither do I entertain any. All that I . 
beg, is, that you wouM pity my un<* 
common Misfortunes, and pardon the 
Liberty I uke in telling you that I a- 
dore you.. Alas I this is all. the Satif"- 
fadion I can proraife myfdf, *tis the 
furtheft View of Hope that I can have* 
If you are fenfible of my Love, you 
muft pity me ; for fure ^twill plainly 
appear, that never was Mifery greater 
than that of the unfortunate Duke ef 
Calabria* 

The Princefs having read the Letter, 
'was not able to utter a Word, but funk 
into a Chair, and reachM it to ViEioria ; 
then leaning her Head upon her Hand, 
the Tears trickled down her Cheeks. 
J^tStoria too for a confiderable time con* 

tinu'4 
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tiau'd fiieot:-Bat at length. ibcoirefTng 
herfdf . a little. You cannot, ^i^ain,: /n/j 
jifaf, conceive the Greatneis of niySarpme: 
bow is it poffibie you fliou'd have known 
this Stranger was the Prince of CalahiaJ 
fiitt this is not the only caofeof mjAd^ 
isiration ; how very ftrangeiy you fyitf- 
pfthiz^d together? I have heafd woi(- 
drous Stories of Love, and its ££eS^ 
but none that ever came up to what L 
ainnow.anEyeandEar-witnrefsof. This, 
ary'dthe Ptincefs, in a very rmlmcUlf mmh 
ntty is a moft unhappy EflFeft of Imt^ k 
makes me the more acquainted withmf 
Mifery, and confequently adds to it. 

It wou'd be endlefs to repeat aU their 
Convei rations on this Subjed : TbeTrin- 
cefs, whofe Notions of Wifdom began to » 
be very gteat, and which, by what ihfe 
has fince done, we find grew up every day 
in her, determine to conceal her Weak- 
ness from the whole World, and began 
heartily to wilh that her Marriage with 
the Dauphin was already celebrated,, that- 
her Duty might affift her in overcoming 
this unhappy Paflion ; nor was <he igno- 
rant, that 'twas much eafier to avoid 
than to overcome Dangers and Tempta'^ 
tions.' She therefore refolved to walk no 
more in the Garden, for fear of meeting 
the Duke of Calabria i whoj as he bad 

pre* 



IffdEafned to wmt^ td - hej%i might ^roba* 
biy haveConfidencc onough tatalk to her : 

: We may eafily ii<i2^ne>thar the- Prio- 
te& did not edjoy mudir Reft tbefuc- 
eee^iitg Nigjiti and in a )Pouilg He!artS like 
hers, the Strtiggleis between Love and 
Reafon- muft doubtlefs be very ftrong. 
The next- day hei? TrouMes wete in- 
treas'dj by the Ckuke of Calalria^s com<» 
kig in whil&ihe was at dinne^Tj; the fig^t 
i>£ hifxi fiU'd her urith.^rnQre* GDtfofioH . 
than ftie bad erer^rknojiinr r before. . She 
t«irnM hcvCcK t^wkrds l^Siria and fighV, . 
but took eare-nereT to itieet the Dickers 
Eyes. ViSioria ^kinly faw that he ob- - 
ferv'd with how mnch cave the Prkaccls 
•ftfdided. k)okiiig upph.. him, whilft hfS ^ 
£yes ^ere conflkot^y fix'd vpon* her, and 
fimAy confeis'd his Ulcere Love^ and his 
iMl^mmon Pain. 

Four or five Days were fpertt in this 
nnanner^ the Duke being always prefent 
when the Princefs. dined or fupp'd. One 
Evemng (he >Vas con>i]^lairiing to Viihrla 
«rf his way of proceeding, wheri, enter- 
ing into her Cldfet, fhe law a Letter ly- 
ii^on the Table: enragM, fhe took it 
up, and was about to tear it to pieces 
without reading it, when VtEloria^ who 
had call h^r j&yes upbn it^ defised her 

to 
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to forbear, crying that it was not writt» 
HI the ikme hand as the former, which 
had given her fo much Uneafinefs* Up* 
on this, the Princefs began to oonfider it 
pretty attentively, and being convinced 
of the Truth of what this Maid advaii* 
ced, fhe read it, and in it found, 

^ Why, Madam, fhould you conftru0 
yourfelf in that violent manner you do I 
Or wherefore will you not not indulge 
the happy Inclinations of your Heart ? 
Refled lerioufly on the whole Ad?eo» 
ture, and you will find nothing c( 
Chance in it, but every thing the Woik 
of Heaven itfelf. Refled on the br- 
vourable Sentiments you entertain for* 
the Duke of Calabria^ and on that fin* 
cere Love with which his whole Soul is 
fiirdibryou, and .believe thefe recipro- 
cal Paffions accidental if you can. Why 
ifaould I fpend any more time in pro* 
ving that, which of itfelf is fo app»- 
•^rent? Then follow the Didates of 
'Nature, and of Heaven. 'Tis not in tl» 
Duke's power openly to break oflF your 
Marriage with: the Dauphin, but 'tis 
yet in his power to fleal you away. 
Remember- that neithe^ Grandeur, Ri- 
ches, nor Titles can make you happy > 
and if the Duke cannot &ttlo you in 

!tha 



^ the pofTeffion of the fined Monarch 7r 
^ at leafi he will make you abfolute Mif- 

* trefs of the moft faithful Heart in the^ 

• whole Unrverfe/ 

Nothing could equal tfte Surprize of 
the poor Princefs, which, when a little 
over, flic flew into a violent Pa/Son, not 
thinking that any one would' have pre- 
fum'd to have writ to her in fuch a 
inanner ; but the Refledions which fuc- 
«eded thefe, touchM her to the quick, 
md threw her into the moft fenfible Grief 
maginable. She now found that there 
KFas fomebody in the world, befides f^c- 
9ria, who luiew the Weaknefs of her 
Soul ; nay, in all probability, the Duke 
}{ Calabria himfelf knew it. This Thought 
niode her rave, and beat her Breaft > nor 
^uld flie imagine how he fhould have 
;ome to this Knowledge, unlefs he dealt 
¥ith fome familiar Spirit, or that FiHoria 
lad betrayM her ; and full of this un- 
uft Sufpicion, flie began to upbraid the 
{uiltlefs Maid^ but was foon convinc'd 
)f her Innocence. This Letter was the 
perpetual Subjeft of their Converfation, 
cior were the Days and Nights long e* 
Qough to talk of this Adventure. 

I have already obfcrv*d, that fince the 
?rincefs had met the Duke of Calabria in 

the. 
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the Gardens^ fhe went thither no more; 

Her Evening Walks were now in the? 

Bathing-houfe, at the end of which, them 

was a long Gallery, fupported by marble 

PillaK. There it was the Princefs every 

Night; leaning on Vichria^s Arxn^ oon- 

fefs*d her Love, yet formed prudent Re- 

folutions to overcome it. One Evenings 

the Moon fhining very bright, the Prin* 

cefs being quite tired with walkings iaft 

herfelf down at the end of the Gallery ^ 

and continuing her Converfation,. Imevei; 

{hallyfaidjbe, recover from riie Surpme 

I felt at the fight of the lad Letter ^9fc 

found upon my Table. I am but too 

fenfible that*the Duke of Calabria, is ac** 

Guainted with thofe Sentiments> which 

Ipite of myfelf I entertain of him; and I 

believe Ifhould die with Shame and<Gciof» 

ihould I ever be exposM to tho Sght 

and Converfation of that Prince. 

Juft asfhe fpoke th^feWordsy ihefaW' 
a Man coming from behind one-of tbe 
marble Pillars ; who, haftenio^ uf^ to^ 
wards her, threw himfeliF at her- feet, 
and. embraced her Knees in fuch.a^man* 
ner, that the Princefs could not rife- 
This: Adioft: prodigioufly frightened her, 
and her Fear was increasM, when bi a- 
bout twenty Paces diftanee from her, fhe 
&w another Man fianding in tbe Gallery. 

tCtSbria 



Rfrf> too- tfei>ibled at firfty but pe^-* 
nng: that' the Perfon^ aY the Prinoefs^s 
It was the Duke of^ Galahriay fbe re- 
ef'd* herfelf, and toW^beif Miftrefs who 
90^. The Duke perceiving theirt feat, 
ke to th& Princeis^ Whyy Madam^ 
I h»^ IhouM you>thus-frighten yourfelf? 
;old a Jtover at )flour feet;, whofe only 
inefsf it is* to tdl- you chat he adores 
^. and to reoaive hisDoom fjcom your 
uth* Do: not, my. beauteous^ Prin- 
it\, be thus confoundisd at my approach^ 
bliifh' beoaufe I know your Kind- 
is^ which, this faiifourable Plaee has 
>pily reveal 'd to me. I waS'grievMto 
i that you walked no more: in the Pa<* 
B Gardens, and defpaiting: o£ ever 
ing you th6r^ F found the means^ oi 
roducing myfelf into this^ Pface : The 
irquifs de RoJfanOy whom yoti feC' urt^ 
r ttie Gallery^ and who on all ocea- 
ns bsls fhewa-himielf my Friend, cduld 
:■ fee: fo f^ a^ Frofpe^ of my Mappi« 
Ss. xtittbout defiring to compleat it ; 
ifi having: heai^d you i^eak in my &* 
ilwp, he took the liberty of writing to 
a without acquainting me with it^ 
1 aftier it was done. WouM you now, 
adam^. be p^srHiaded of the Sincerity 
ifty Love, wou'dr 3/oti but kindly liftea 
the Language o£ yoUr' own Heart, I 

fiiou'd 
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fbouM foon find the means of takinr 
you from the Dauphin, without woun£ 
ing your Honour. Can vou^ Madam, 
miftruft the Word of a Monarch's Son \ 
Can you refufe to hearken to his finGeier 
Love? or if you can, will you not lifidi 
to thofe favourable Sentiments which. 
Heaven has implanted in your Heart ? 

The Princefs had let him fpeak on all 
this while without interruption, unaUe 
to utter a Word : at firft her fear pre* 
vented her, and then an honefl; Shame; 
to find herfelf at fuch a time, and in facb< 
a place, with a Man who really loved her; . 
and whom (he was fo far from -bating f- 
but when the Duke came to talk of hei 
Sentiments, (he gave way. to^.Afiger miA 
Indignation. At length Ike quite^rcco' 
ver'd herfelf, and beginning to refleS 00 
the whole Adventure very coolly^ flic at ! 
once formed a Refolucion worthy of the 
moft virtuous^ and mod prudent Woman 
breathing.^ She was fehfible of the*Daft« 
ger, to which an opportunity of this^na'* | 
ture^ expofed her ; and determining to 
prevent the like for the future, ihe looked 
upon the Prince in the^ mofl modefi and 
mofl charming' manner imaginable. \ 
will not, my Lord, fat A fbe^ pretend to 
deny any thing which my own Ihdifcre* 
tion has reveai'di . and your Frefumptioa 

has 
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has made you liften to ; but I wonder 
chat a Man of your Senfe (hould in the 
lead depend upon any thing that's fpoken 
1^ one of my Age. Our Words, my 
Lord, are frivolous and foolifh,as fuch 
I wouM have you look upon 'em % 
and whatever little Weakhefs I may now 
have, be alTurM, that I (hall make it my 
bufinefs to fhake k oflf, and the whole 
Study of my Life (hall be to deferve the 
Dauphin's Love. I mull therefore beg 
yon, whatever Thoughts you entertain 
of me, to keep 'em to yourfelf, and fiir 
&om fpeaking to me of ^em, never to ap- 
Nsir before me more. Als*" fhe fpoKO 
iitfe lad Words, (he rofe ;' and notwkh- 
landing the Prinee's Endeavours to hold 
ler, (he broke from him, and, foIlowM 
>y ViEhria^ pafs'd through one of the 
3athing-Rooms^ haftenM to her own A- 
sartment, and left the Duke confounded 
^d«Riazed,^ to find fo much Prudence^ 
Vittxxty and Moderation in one fo youdg. 
Long wou^d he have continued buried 
la thought, had he not been interrupted 
by the Marquils de Roffane^ who came 
up to him, and who had promi&'d him- 
£elf a quite different Strccefs from this 
Night's Adventure. Griev'd at theDif- 
appointment, he began to chide the 
Ihrinoej and told him that he tamely let 

the 



vain Hove ber^ 4^ontmu^dbe^:StkCji 
4evoted to her iDuty, .aoid • yet j 
tne too. :Fool that I w^/1 net i 
AnApfwer of this kiml .frpm h 
ixiapy Conveffations mtii:Pi£i0:i 
ove]>4ieardl.tgn4 did I n^t i^l^ 
^at Ihe ftrwuoufly refifted h^ 
The G)urage Ifee has this xNigh 
«io fatally <x)nvioc^s m^, : t^t * 
foori ovet(K»pie -Jtier .whiBfijA.^al 
t^KHiiand jpjcher things ot- the J^^i 
l^e uttered) and then r^plv^^jgo^ 
Princefs's Commands, and -not t 
i)er- with fais fight. 

I fhall not now trouble :my 
with the various Refletftiqns rft 
CiB&;|:Ut;N,ight, pr.all (he.faid J 
rid ,:«ohcerniHg this Adv^nmre ; 



Within aiew Days after this^jlhe ^fiis 
obligM to leave the Country^ the I>iu- 
«^in^^ Amba(Iadorscoinitig<themfelves.to 
jfctch her, and the Marriage was .mnr 
vXiuded, and celebrated with a greatdioal 
of' Pomp and Magnificence; Races and 
TonmatnentS' there-were on thisoccafion 
dasufual; and the'Perfon %tho fignaliz'd 
iiin^elf'the*ni0ft, was a Stringer,-^ who£b 
'Arms wiete plain, but whoi^cCouRige^ 
O^exterity, -^nd majcAiok ^j^ein iaftty 
4iiade hinv the -Admiration of :every body, 
^and he received > from the Pnncefs/s own 
"Slands the feveral Prized which were;ap- 
^pointed astlie Vtd^oi*^ Reward. Amon^ 
iitefe, the nobleft atfd nicheft Prize ^was^ 
Alouble 'Pi^retoafe, on 'the one 'fide of 
'it the Dauphin warpainted, on the other 
•the Princefs. When the- Stranger came 
sto receive the Prifce, fhe f>refented the 
Oife open to him, and ^ he a little while 
^confider'd theffe two Objects of bis'dif- 
rlerent'PJIffions : then bowing very.i^ 
* fpeSfaUy, he recriv'd *em from the Prin- 
/cefs; and drawing near enough to her, 
-£o that he -might be heard by no - body 
.elfe^ I fwear, 'Madam, faii he^ that one 
of thefe fhall always be the Objed of my 
:iieadly Hatred, and that I will for ever 
radore the other. As- he iaid this, he 

Uruck 
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Uruck the Dauphin's Pifture, which W8 
«nmelM, with a ihort Javelin he held in 
-his Hand; and having with the Bloiw 
•dalh'd it to pieces, he had the fecret Sa- 
tis£aftion of letting the Princefs fee it 
dius disfigured. 

As this Stranger had app^oachM. the 
Princeis, he had gently lifted up the Se- 
ver of his Helmet, and (he. with ea& 
^lifcover'd him to be the Duke of Cola- 
Jma. At fight of him, Blu(hes oncer 
fpread her Face, and had ihe daced £be 
wouM have kept back her Pidare i bat 
as it was the Vidoar's decreed Remid, 
ihe cou'd not have done it without in- 
jdifcreetl v at the fame time revealiog the 
caufe ot her refufing it. But refle&iog 
on what (be ^/^s doing, what Pre(eot 
file was making to a Lover who had fo 
very great an advantage over her Heart ; 
fuch was her Trouble and Confufioo, 
that at the very fame time (he delivered 
him the Pidure, fhe xeach'd out her 
Hand to take it again, ai>d was entagM 
to fee him ufe the Dauphin's Pidure in 
that (cornful and injurious manner. 

At length Ihe fet out to go and meec 
lier Husband, who receivM her with all 
the Dignity becoming the firft Prince of 
the World. At fight of her, he thou^t 
her too beautiful for a Wife ^ but W4S 

not 
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not a little pleafed at the fame time to ob« 
fervre her of a referved Temper, and no 
great Inclination for I^verfions and Plea- 
lures. 

As foon as King Charles died, the Dau«- 
phin haftenM to go take polIeiSon of the 
Kingdom of France. The Queen was 
crown'd with a great deal of Pomp, her 
Beauty and her Wit charmed her Sub- 
y^^Sy and were jyftly admir'd by all the 
foi'eign Minifters, who paid their Com- 
pliments to the new King and Queen ; 
and fhe was lookM upon, even by the 
King himfelf, as the greateft Ornament 
of all thofe fumptuous Feafts, and mag- 
nificent Entertainments which he was ob- 
liged to give ; nor cou*d any body, with 
more diftingui(h*d Majefty, maintain the 
glorious Rank to which fhe was raifed. 

Daring all this time, the Duke of d- 
labria made ufe of a thoufand Stratagems 
to give the Queen frefh Demonftrations 
of his Love ; but all in vain, and flie 
foon let him fee that her Refolutions 
were unalterable. All the Letters which 
he induftrioufly took care to put in her 
way, were never opened but the Queen al- 
ways gave *em to VtBoria to lay up for her, 
that, whenever opportunity fliould ferve, 
they might be returned to the Duke, left 

U , he 
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he ihould believe that, they h^ beea 
njad. 

SomeDifturbaixces^arifing^in.the I^Qjg^, 
dom^ the King was employ d in calnutig. 
the Minds of the Faftious ; and as* be^ 
^:as thus ahvays at a diftanpe. fcon^.the. 
CJqeen, fhe begg'd that Ihe might havp, 
leave to retire to Loches : and Having obr 
t^m'd it, fhe made it her bufine& to em- 
beliih this fditary Place, and to render 
it as agreeable as poifibly ihe . cou'd. 
T^here^, in all outward appearance, (he 
led a very happy Life ; and if the remem- 
brance of the lovely Dukp oi Calopruf^ 
fometimes interrupted her Repofe, fljc! 
dtove the Idea from her with uncommon' 
sCourage, and few wou'd have been able 
to have Aruggled fo bravely with a Paf- 
fion which had made fo deep an Imprcf- 
iion in their Hearts. 

The Prince, throughly fenfible of the 
opportunity which this Solitude gave 
him, attempted feveral times to fee the 
■Queen, and to fpeak with her ; the for- 
mer indeed he compaflbd, but never 
'Cou'd the latter. Every time he appeared 
before her, flie knew him, tho every 
time difguisM in a different manner ; and 
if 'the fight of him at firft caufed fome 
Emotion in her Soul, yet to this Emotion' 
always facceeded Anger. At length, 

fee- 



imng that the ill ^cceCs he had'hithferto 
tueCAvith, had not in the leaft daunted 
him; the Queen fent for thcMarquift^^ 
^Jfnno^ arS bid him defirc the Ddle of 
<2&W^, in her name, to leave the Court, 
-^d never attempt to fet her more ; but 
-to confiderhow injurious it W6uld be to 
her Honour, Ihou d h^ be difcoverM. 
This* the Queen repeated to him agsriti, 
Ay\xt in fuch a manner, that he faw fhe 
WDu'd be obey'd : She alfo fent him back ' 
ail the Letters ^faich he had written t6 
lier, fealed up as they cami^ ^ and this 
<:dnvincM him, that as fincere as his Paf- 
4ion was, yet wouM it for ever be un- 
-rewarded? 

Three or four Tears he lived without 
feeing the Queen, but couM not find the 
leoft Alteration in his Love, or if there 
-was any, Abfence had increased it ; and 
not able to refift the Violence of it any 
longer, he fet out ina^. and came to Lo- 
cAfx, refolving either to die, or to fpeak 
with the Queen : this time he fucceeded, 
and met her Ma jefty in that agreeable 
Walk adjoining to the Tomb of the 
beauteous Agnes. One SvouM think, fcui 
the Count d'Angolefme, hUifbing and looking 
upon Floris, that this Place was mark'd 
out for extraordinary Events : However, 
fcui he^ contmmng his Storj^ ^twas there 
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2.44 ^^^ Secret Hiftory 

the love-fick Prince prefentcd himfdf 
before the aftoniftiM Queen. I come not 
here. Madam, faid he^ pitting his Ktut 
t$ the Ground, to difobey your Orders; I 
only come to let you have the Satisfac- 
tion of feeing an unhappy Wretch expire 
at your feet. The Queen endeavouring 
to recover from her firft Surprize, This 
is not the way, my Lord, faid fie, to 
perfuade me of the Truth of v hat you 
are now endeavouring, and you tnoft 
have but verj' little value for me to cx- 
pofe me to an Adventure, the Event of 
which wou'd be fatal to me, Ihou'd it 
ever come to the King's knowledge. 
That's an Impoflibility, Madam, repljit 
the Duke, which I do not in the leall fear, 
and I have taken fuch effedual care be- 
forehand, that there is not the leaft Dan- 
ger of my being furpriz'd here : fo that 
J have nothing to apprehend but from 
your ufual Rigour ; the Story of my un- 
fortunate Love win never reach the 
King's ears. It may be fo, my Lord, 
reply^d the Queen ; but I think you ought 
to have taken the fame care that it ihould 
peyer have reach'd mine. Have I not 
caufe.to be offended at your Behaviour? 
and tho the whole World fhou'd be ig- 
norant of it, do you think I can forgive 
;myfeif for feeing and talking with you ? 

'Tis 
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*Tis high time, my Lord, you (hould 
know me better than you do. 'Tis ridi- 
culous in you to ground any Hopes upon 
a \\eaknefs of my early Youth; but 
which^ as I grew up, I fhook off. I am 
but too fenfible of it. Madam, reply* d the 
Duke J you have intirely fhaken off that 
Weakne& on which all my Hopes are 
grounded. And is the remembrance of 
me entirely Vanilh'd then, and not one 
foft Thought remaining ? I jTee there is 
not i to your former Kindnefs, cold In- 
difference has fuccfeeded, and now my 
Death would be a Pleafure to you. Thefe 
' paffionate* Difoourfes, my Lord* refl/d the 
Qfeen^ do not in the leaCb become yoi}, 
iJbr do 1 defi re your death.. Live, ctt^ 
Hnu'dfiej bhifiingj and live happy if you 
can. As for my parr, I have already told 
youi that to fulfil my Duty in every 
minute Circumftance, fhall be the whole 
Study of my Life; but if it can be of 
any fatisfai^ion to you, TU further tell 
jrou, that this Life is none of the hap- 
pieft. I live here retir'd from the Worlds 
and every Pleafure in it^ and, in a manner^ 
more becoming the Wife of a private 
Tdfan, than that of a potent Monarch. But 
if my Happinefs be not entirely compleat, 
I can affure you I live contentedly in ap^ 
pearance, and I will always* fuit my Hu* 
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mour to the RingY Do not therefbtc, 
my Lord^ endeavour to diftorb thac 
Quiet which I have been fo long in febk- 
ing. It i^ill be your own fault if ever I lole 
rhofe Sentiments of (incere Elleem^ which 
hitherto I have entertained of you > but 
you muft promife never to fee me more, 
"^rhc Prince would have opposed this 
cruel Sentence, but the Queen*iS Words 
were fo full of Wifiiom and Authority^ 
mixM with a fofc CompalEon^ that he ac 
length promisM to obey her; butgiviqg 
way to his Love^ and knowing uiatit 
was the laft time he ever fiiouLd bavein 
opportunity of converfiog with her, be 
asKd her whetl^er, it certain tlui^ 
fhould one day happen, be might Hoc 
again hope ? No, my Lord, ery^d the Qyn^ 
fimethittg angrily; I have learn'd frooi 
the incomparable Blanch of Nas^arre^ that 
a King of France^ s Widow never, manies 
a fecond time. 

The Duke urg^d every thing he conid 
think of> to move the Heart of this divioe 
Princefs, but every thing he urg'd ppov'd 
vain ; her Refolutions were not the Efifeft 
of fudden Paffion, and unthinking Rage, 
but of cool deliberate ReaTon : and when 
the Duke faw her^ unmoved, he feiz'd 
her Hand, and tenderly kiiSng it, poured 
out a Flood of Tears upon it. This 

was 
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T^as a Sight Hie could not well bear^ and 
'ihe therefore left him as Coon as (he could 
[et from him ; but when (be got into 
ker Ooiet, and began to refled upon her 
tinkind Ufage, her Teats and Sighs found 
a pafiage ; And could the unfortunate* 
Prmce have been a- Witnefs of her Grief,, 
it would, in feme meafure^ have com^ 
fbrtedhim. ^ 

Since that time the Queen has liv'd at 
^'JtMoife arid at Loches in a very private 
- irranner, dnd has feldotti appeared atCoi^rt. 
One day, little expediHg (uch a melan- 
thdlv 'piece of News, (he receiv'd a Let- 
'terfrom Hhe Kittg, in which he acquain- 
hm ^er with, the IJ^th of the unfbrcy- 
^ait'pt&e'SfvMria. ^his was a Shpc^ 
^feeSidtild Wt f>eSr ; 'Her RjCafop gave'ymy 
"io ti'& Grief, iaffd. a coWiderable^ ttine 
^e fnd^oilg^d herfeif in it. : At lengd^, 
"Reafon and Virtue ^ming their fqru^er 
Hl^r, ftit determined to hide ^er Sorrow, 
"^^o^ the whole World, ^,. 

I hiui foi'got t6 tell you, that the la(t 
Interview flie hSd with the B^uki^ had fip 
faov'd her, that ifearlngr (he (hould never 
Ifecovier herfelf,^ and rfmiKng that hqr 
fccgiient Cbnverfetlons^ with }^flfirVa con- 
ceiiijrtg the I^uke hourilhM ^ a iFlamcy 
ivhich 6therwife w6ul4 have decayM and 
. diedi ifhe ordered that faithful Maid 

M 4r never 
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never to fpeak of, or ponounce his Name 
to her any more. This Order was fo 
punaualJy obeyM, that at the Death of 
that unt'orunate Prince, Viilcria wasfur- 
priz'd to find thefe Sentiments of Love 
as ftrong as ever in the Queen, who told 
her now flie might talk of the Duke 
as much as (he pleas'd, and wou'd oblige 
her if (he never talk'd of any thing clfc 
to heV 

He is dead ! wou*d the Queen often 
cry, he is dead ; and now may I wander 
round his Tomb without injuring the 
King, or' wounding my own Honour. 
Alas! yiEhria^ with his dying Breath 
perhaps he accufed me of Cruelty, and I 
employ *d his Thoughts in fuch a manner^ 
that probiably he could not fo much as 
think of another World. This RdScc- 
tion cruelly tormented the Queen, an in- 
finite Number of MafTes ihe had cele- 
brated for the Repofe of his Soul^ and 
the only Satisfaftion fhe now enjoys, is 
to talk of that desir deceased Prince. 

I do not in the lead queflion. Madam 
continued the Count d*Angolefme, but thati 
you are defirous to know how I came to 
be let into this Secret > I can aflfure you it 
' was Tery unexpectedly, and by mere ac- 
cident. In the Park, at Loches, there are 
feveral very pretty Arbors, handfomely 

fur- 
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ftimifh'd by Nature, with Chairs and 
Couches. Some few Days before I left 
that Place, I wander'd in the Park till I 
was quite weary ; and entering one of 
thefe ArUtlrs^ I jaid myfelf down on a 
Couch, and fell faft' afleep. It was not 
long before the Queen, acconipany'd by 
Placria only, came that way, and Chance 
directed her into the very Arbor where 
I was: Little iniftrufting any body's be- 
ing there,' they feated themfebes with 
their Backs towards me, and nerer once ' 
took notice of me. The ruftlfng of their 
Clothes awak'd me, and I was fo fuprizM 
to fee the Queen there j that I did not 
ib much Jis- offer to rife; but heard her 
continuing a Difcourfe, which (he had 
fiegun before her coming in. Why fliou'd 
you be ftarried or furpriz^d ? I tell thee, . 
iny ViSloriay I fee him every Night ; 
doubtlefs he comes to upbraid me with - 
Ingratitude and Diffimulation : jHow hap- 
py would he have been, had ^le known 
but half the Love I bore him! Par- 
don me, dear Prince, added flkf^ the Tears 
trickling down^ her Cheeh, pardon a Fault 
which has prov xl its ' own Pumfhment : • 
do 'not upbraid nre with Cruelty, fince 
that Crueky has been my • greateft Tor- 
ment. Alasl Madam, interrupted Vic- 
coria, will- you- thus perpetually give 

M 5 your- 



252 ^be Secret Hijiory 

* fteemM. And indeed^ Ladies^ cominu*d tbt 
Count, 1 believe I run no great rifque in 
communicating it to you ; and I found 
xnyfelf under an abfolute Neceffity of do*^ 
'ing it, to remoTO thofe Sufpicions ivhich 
btherwife my Princefs might have eih 
•tcrtainM. 

Good God ! cry^d Earl Rivers, who 

had been prefent at, and had attentively 

Kftcn'd to the whole Narration^ can we 

fiafficicntly admire this great and unfoi> 

liatc Queen ? Her whole Condud indeed, 

repfy'd the Princefs j is very furprizing; 

«nd when fo violent a Paflion laboured 

in her Breaft, it was a difficult matter 

to follow the Didates of Wifdom onlj[. 

WeH, as to her part, continued jhe^ I am 

fetisfy^d ,• but I ought, my Lord, to have 

the feeret Hiftory of the Lives of ril 

thofe beauteous Perfons who furround 

ihe Queen, and then probably my Mind 

would wholly be at eafe. ThefeHifto*- 

»€S, repfy^d the Dutchefs^ would be. very 

entertaining, I believe : but howe'ver, my 

bcfifutccus Princefs, if your Curioffty 

cannot, your Love at leaft ought to be 

fatisfy*d. I durft anfwer for the Prince's 

Fidelity ,• believe me, when a Man has 

once loved you, and has reafon to flatter 

Emfelf that his Love is not diQ>IeafiDg} 

lie won't car a for dealing treacberouflyi 
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•r want to engage hts Heart in another's 
icrvice : But this Story of the Queen I 
can't put. out o£ my head, I. could never 
have thought that it was in the {K)wer of 
.Inclination, or AfFe&ion, however you 
Cieafe to call it, to lead us. thus far^ and 
to produce (b ftrong, fo violent a Paffion 
in thofe who make it the whole ftudy 
and bufinefs of their Lives, to fuppre^ 
and enu'rely todejftroy it. Could wd 
enquire into the Lives and Adions of all 
our Sex, not only, of the prefent, but of 
Baft Ages alio, I believe we fliould find 
very few Adventures that could be com«- 
par'd with this. The oHginal Source 
indeed of mod of their Misfortune, is an 
Inclination like this > but they are ren-* 
jder'd miferable by it, becaufe they will 
fiot, like this good. Queen, fummon up all 
their Virtue, and their Courage to en? 
counter it. Sucfh Virtue, reply d Florisj . 
is very feldom to be found. The pru^ 
iient Queen wifely forefaw the Miferies 
which Love would plunge her into, and 
therefore brai*e^y refilled that Paffion. 
iiappy are thofe who can follow her 
Example]. Thefe laft Words were fpokc 
197 ith uncommon Warmth i- and the Prince 
looking upon him as if. he be^'d his 
yardon for what had pafsM,. You do not^ 
!ir^ feud be, xedeSt oa what you are (aY-* 
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tng, but cotidetnn Love aii the greateK 
iBfjk CO Human Kind, is all vcur i^^ak 
Kihdu^ then vahifh'd ^t offce > WooH 
yob halve the Princeis follow tlife O^^efal; 
Ex&m(>H ^^^ ^^^ eVir bitniA lAe fiiblh 
her fight ? No, my Lrtrd, iMfi FloJiS, 
fito^n^ sfnd recovering hhhiHf^ t^ltorl 
have faid oiinftot in die lesSl f efleft Qp<m 
your Love, or the Pritocefi's SfeSntnnenifi& 
they are both amhori:i'd ; I 6nly 
of thofe tinhflppy FafSoAs, at tvNqK 
ioxHt malignant Planet Atonte. 

As FMis ^aS fpieaking thiy, dieO'^ 
it Rouci ehterM the Diitehb&'sT Ajpifcf 
fh6nt,bttt lodk^d fo concerned ahii unMffl^ 
that every body took nbtice of it. Tw 
FrinceiTc J begsA) to raUy hitn, ttrhtifl: Eari 
Rivers and ^e Prince were tesSiy trou- 
bled at it ; ocidfMis by hi^ kind and mo^ 
deft Looks plainly told him, that ht 
fhared his Grief. He was askM feveral 
Qdeftioris, biit in general anfWdr'di that 
he had heard fohid bad News \^(nch coo- 
cerhM hini very ricarly. About thi^ time 
feveral Perfons caitle to pay their refpl^ 
to the lj)tttche&, uf^on ^ich Riuafyi^'' 
ing fbftiy to ^tCoxmidUhgbkfm, defir^d 
him to Walk down itito the Ckrdeii witK 
Fkrif^ where he wou'd piefently conife td 
^em : nor wa^it lOng befott thdy dl'iire't 

thtn. I (haft botb: {^as!!^ 
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yoUy faid the G$urtt de Raucs^ addfcfffing 

himfelf to Fkris i but *t»$ verjr neee(&ry I 

Aoiii jd a^uaint you witk tn Adrenltuie 

wfai<di jtift Qow happeh^d^ i'^zs Walkmg 

kNy iB]H^f Hi: tbe^sbvio bchitid the Solicary 

l4iiAfa*ri^ sbNir was jviV gding into »]gnt!li 

Arbeur^ iwKen^ by anotliter Walk that 

led tip to the &aie Fkfcce, I faw the Count 

de Q^fffotmbe oonulig tfakt way : I imTne-^ 

-ditfdy lA (be CkciB^ eildeavoiiring ta 

•tti^id ar Maa.whom t never ccuM lilte ; 

when^ to^ mf great SUtprifi^, cafting my 

fjies- upott the Youth wh6 aoeolnpiany^d 

&iai^ I found 'cwaii dneof jtoQrMhid& You 

«sayea(ily iinagiDethiit I was eurious to 

kfio'w wh A Bi^ti^fis this Mud eou^d havb^ 

with the faau&hty Couikt ; abd un|>en:eiv*d 

i goc b^ind die Atboof : the Honey* 

S»€k4es ^htck odver it w^refo thick, thft 

I might remain! undifeove^'dy. and heAr 

what they faid* A's they camein, Theaid 

this Maid codtk]uihg:her l^ifcoilrfei Thext 

'» no refUling yoi^. it^ylLoird^fiaidfl^^ 

ttor no concealing any Secret fiiom yotk 

It was an eafy matted to guefs' at theiir^ 

Seeiet;, and I was jnft going to mfli ih 

rtffon'^tm; and tb prevent this creaeherous 

Si&td^rteveaiiiigiatty thidg fcBtheir,r wheh. 

£mitfrimHe prevented: me withthk Aii^ 

fwerrr I am amafai^ totbiaU that I c^"^^ 
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herBeaQCy,one wou'd have thought^ihoo^ 
"without your afliftance have been capable 
of letting us know fhe was a Wonits,. 
and ^tis ftrange that the whole Court 
ihouM remain in this State of Blindnefk 
But are you fure that the Duke knows 
nothing of the matter ? Very fure, my 
Lord, reply i fbe^ that neither the Duke^ 
nor the PriuceiTes, know any thing of 
it. 'Tis well,, anjwer^d the Omnt ; bat 
tell me, I befeech you, what is the oocar 
(ion of this Di%uife, with (bme Pardco- 
lars of her Life. That I cannot, reflfi 
the Maidi my Sifter indeed is her Confi- 
dant, but, at the fame time^ is very w- 
fervM towards me. All that I couM ga» 
ther at feverai different times was this; 
My Miftrefs fome how or other loft her 
Lover, who it feems muft have been very 
dear to her, fince fhe- immediately gave 
way to defpair, and refolv'd to leave the- 
Queen- I was carry'd to Court in her 
Father's feign'd Equipage^ and we fooa 
left France^ making direftly for ^urgunij^ 
•where ihe^ took x Houfe at no . great di- 
ftance from this Place $ fome few Days 
ihe continuM there,and then acccmpanyxt 
by my.^ftjer onIy> iheJeftus, and fUid 
fix- or foven Weeks from US' ; but where 
they went I cannot tell. At h^r return 
iObc ordered MenvCLoxSc^^xskb^.^oade f^? 



herfelf, for my Sifter, and for me> and 
(ince that time we have oontinu'd here at 
Caurt. This is all, my Lord, that I know 
of the matter ; for, as I told you, they 
take great care to conceal every thing 
from me. Yoa have told me enough, r«- 
fly^d Campobache, both for yourfelf and 
me ; yoa may depend upon having made 
your Fortune by it, but befure you con- 
rtinue &itbfal to me, dive into their Secrets. 
as much as you can, and when Opportu- 
nity ferves, let me know what pafles. My 
Paffion for Sovereign is already very great, 
but, Gods ! how diflferent from that 
.Paffion which I lately felt. Wou'd one 
think it poffible that to fo much Hatred 
in two days time fo much Love (hou^d 
fucceed ? And couM I, cry^d he^ in afeem^ 
injg Tranfporty couM I hate that beaute* 
ous Maid ? Too true I did, and had cru- 
elly refolv'd to deftroy fo much Innocence 
and Beauty. An ambitious Rage then 
carryM me on ; and alas 1 I am deliver^ 
from it only to fall into the more tor- 
menting Snares of Love; but yet there 
is a Remedy for this Love. I muft pof- 
fe& the Charming, the Angelick Scve^ 
reign ! I have influence enough over the 
•Duke, his own Inclination will fecond 
my Defires, and he ftiall never leave his 
lovely Youth, my divine Mavd^ Vi^V\\w4i 
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hiiiL And this, reflj^d the Maid, is vbit 

my Miftrefs fears ; for by fome Wofdsl 

-overheard her {peaking to my Sifter, 

there is nothing on Earth ihe drndsnuxt 

^than following thcDuke to the Reld;iod, 

in fhort, ihe is reiblv'd, happen vrbi 

¥^ill, not to do it. It ihall not be ih Ir¥ 

choice, faid Campoiacbe, whether fte will 

or not ; Dl order things in foch a manner, 

that ihe fhall be obligM to follow iiin: 

-And of what Service will that be t0y<») 

fefl/dihrAbidi WiU that afiifre the Pof- 

fe^nof her to you. Caw^nbatbi taon^i 

"a little while, ttd then> yoii kre 4n tlie 

Tight of It, anfwer^d ie; 'iond Itrulf as 

ei^ly^ealher away fronitfieCoQrr,^! 

can te the Uurry and march of 'an Aftny^ 

I tKd not ftay, f^mfu^U Ate 6fm W 

oQCf, to hear m irtd of their iMIbraif^; 

but Aarded at the Perfididiifne& rX ^ 

Girl, tnd the iiorrid Refdlnriov^ bf Gfih 

ifotacht, I was Bt fnft go^g into tVc At- 

bonr to pierce both their gniity fitedifb^ 

once, and rid the World 6t two ftch 

Monfters \ but Reafon foon rt-idGAitai M \n 

FonMr Seat, and made me hiaften Yo^Ad 

you out, and give you notice of whdt hd 

paffed. You muft now, Mddani, detlri^ 

mine what courfe to take in the pttlbic 

Junfture,- and bfe it what it will> y(A 

nray depend \xpoci tci^ ^n'v^^ ^^svi on the 
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Prince's too I'm Xure. Whilft Rmci was 
leakkig, the Count d^AngQkfme fix'd his 
res upon Soveriigu ; Grief feu'd his 
[eart when he reSte&ed that heU^as th& 
occafion of all the MisfoFtuilfSfWhiob now 
befel that generous unhappy Maid : whiUl 
.J9ie trembling with the Apprehenfions of 
Cantpohaehe^s horrid Love^nd of the dread- 
ful KefblutionsJie -had taken^fouitd herfelf 
unable to l>ear the -Shock, liie Meters be- 
ijgan to trickle down her Cheeks \ ^and as 
.xhe Count de Rouci made an lebd of what 
Jie had toiay/be funk l;>eneatk the weight 
of Grief 9 and was obliged to lean htr 
rHead upon the gentle ^AM^i'sBreaft. Then : 
.recovering hertelf a ii«cle»(he laid her Haild 
mbn the Count ^'wl«!gO^)^'fi ShouUer r 
This, my Lord, /aid fie^ is the fiacaL 
JFruits of my ill ConduAb Heavens ! cM- 
tmuedjlhe^ a nwmut ^ter^ you know my 
rinnccence, and furely ^ill proteft k.. 
The Prince's Grief wais not in theleaft 
.ioferiour to hers; and when he endei* 
.vour'd to comfcMTt her, his Words were 
: incoherent, and fuflEkiently declared his 
AffliAion. The Count de Rmci perceiv* 
,ing this interrupted him, and addreifing 
.hiimfelf to Suvereign^ ConletMng or other, 
JMadam, faid ^, muft immediately be re- 
folvM on ; believe me, we have ^ot a Mo- 
ment's time to Loie, the Duke C^^ ^>^x. 
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in three Days^ you muft think I believe of 
returning into Prancey 'twiil be lb eafy 
matter for the Count and I to provide for 
your Flight ; or if^ Madam, added he, JSgh- 
ing and fofcning his Voice, you wou'd 
but confent to it, there is a fafer and 
quicker means left at once to rid you of 
this dreaded Lover, and to make roe the 
moft happy Man living. The Prince 
underftood Reuci's Meaning, and feconded 
it with all the Eloquence he was matter 
of; he urg'd every thing that he thought 
might be capable of moving Soveteign to a 
Compliance, but fhe looking languifliing* 
ly upon 'em, cry'd. Heavens! do yon 
know what *tis you propofe ? I am fen- 
fible of the Honour that is oflferM me ; 
nor wou'd I refufe it,had I an unblemifli'd 
Heart to give the Count, but I am not 
worthy of him. Your Sentiments are ge- 
nerous, and the only return that I can 
make, is to refufe the profer'd Honour. 
I wouM not, my Lord, contimi^dfbe, turn- 
ing towards him, increafe the Miferics 
of a Family too much already overwhelmed 
with Misfortunes; you muft think of 
Alliances, which will in fome meafare 
. repair the Lofles of the great Conitabfe 
your Father. Let us think no more of 
ir, /aid fbe^ feeing that the Count was 
about to tetuttv au jKxvW^^t i Vtx wt think 
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10 rtiore of it I befeech you. I have rc- 
blvM upon iinother Expedient, and will 
li&over myfeHF to the whole Court. I 
enow how much my Folly will be con- 
lemnM ; but be that as it may, ^tis ftill 
>reterabie to the thoughts of returning 
mth you into my own Country ,• and if, 
tdded /5v, addrejpng herfelf to the Count 
i'Angolefme, fpite of my extravagant 
[londuft, the Princefs will ftill honour me 
writh her Friendlhip, I Ihall fpend the 
jreateft part of my time in your Service, 
3y confirming her in the good Opinion 
he already entertains of you. 

The two Princes endeavoured to divert 
jer from this Refolution, but in vain ; 
he was decermin'd, and nothing now 
:ouM influence her on the other fide. It 
>erng very late, fhe went direftly to her 
iWn Chamber, and fpent the Night not 
n fleep, but in thinking on proper Me- 
hods of making the intended Difcovery ; 
lowever, fhe did not take the leaft no- 
:ice of what happened either to Gnbrlelia^ 
)r her perfidious Sifter, who had betray 'd 
ler. As foon as fhe heard People ftirring 
n the Palace, fhe haften'd towards the 
Apartment of the Dutchefs's Maids, and 
went direftly to the Chamber where her 
Miftrefs, as fhe had always cali'd her^ 
with another of 'cm lay. A.X fe&. x}c«ivt 



262 T'be Secret Hifiaij 

Women &em*d to loth to let him ioj fbf 
their MifireiTes \i^ere not yet awake ; bat 
Flms told 'em he came from the Dtit- 
chefs, and muft immediately fpeak wich' 
'em. Upon which the Doors were opea^ 
ed, and Floris going in^ deiired that every 
body might retire; and fitting between 
their two Beds^ I cannot tell ^ f aid fii^ 
how you will receive a Confeffion I am 
now eSycmt to inake ; but 'tis time to un- 
deceive you. Know then I am do lon- 
ger Floris f but a poor unfortunate Maid 
A$ (he fpoke this, (he blufliM ; and in 
their Looks perceiving their Surprize 
and Doubt, (he difcover'd a fnowy Bo- 
foni, whofc Beauties exceeded every thing 
that can be faid of it. This fufficiencly 
confirciM what (he had advanced, and 
they both threw themfelves about her 
Keck, with equal Fondnefs and Impa- 
tience to know who (he was, and the 
caufe of her Difguife. Sovereign foon 
told *em as much of her Hiftory as (he 
thought proper to entruft *em with, and 
then defir'd that they wou*d dtefs her in 
a manner more fuitable to the Modelly 
of her Sex. This Requeft was immedi- 
ately complyM with ; they look'd out 
fuch Qothes and Head-Drefles as they 
thought wou'd beft fit Iter^ and then bc- 

^an to drefa her. \^o\.Vttft% ^^\)SAi«k^A 
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he.Suil^ize of the, two officjovs Maids, 
idiea they faw how: well their Pains 
i^re.beftowM^ and that new Beauties 
oem'd to rife as fau. as they put on tbe 
einale Ornaments. This done, one of 
epi ha{lep'4 towards tbe Dutchefs's A« 
l^artnient;, that, asfoon as eirer fhewas 
iwake^ and the f rincefs, according to 
niftom^ was come, into her Chamber^ ihe 
'^ght give Sover^iffi, notice of it. It 
ns not long before fhe law. the Prince& . 
^ in ; upon whifsfa, running back to her 
A4>artment9 anfi. telling her G)mpaqion9 
hey accompanyM Sovereign to the Dut- 
hefs's Chamber, and LalinUy for fo was 
'tie of the Maids named, walk'd in with 
ler. 

The Princefs was at that time fitting 
:pon the Dutchefs's Bed ; and no fooner 
a/d they caft their Eyes upon Sowreign^s 
^ace, but they both tell out. a laughing, 
hinking that this was a Piece of Mum- 
ciery contrived by Floris to divert 'em 5 
mt looking on, they were furpriz'd to 
be fuch little fign of Mirth in Lalinas 
^ooks, and fuch a fettled Melancholy in 
hofe of Floris: but they had not time 
o.Tefleft on this, before the beauteous 
Vf aid. came forwards, and throwing her- 
elF on her Knees, fhe took the Hands of 
^(h the Piinc^ileSi which, bv tuttis, ftv^ 
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kifs'd, and bedewM with her Tears: 
and as (he was doing this^ LaUna made 
ever body who was in the Chamber re^ 
tire; and going out with them, (hut the 
Door after her. 

'Tis impoflible for Words to exprefi 
the vaft Amaze of the two PrincefTes at 
this Adion ofFloris; they had not power 
to take their Hands away, but look'd 
on each other unable to utter a Word : ' 
when Sovereign raifing her Head a little, 
and fhewing 'em a beauteous Face quite - 
drownM in Tears, lifted her Eyes up to ■ 
Heaven; and then fixing 'em on die 
Prmcefs, Do not be thus furpriz'd, j^i 
fhe ; Ws true, I am no longer Floris^ that 
happy Fhris, whole faithful Services you 
were plea fed with ; but a poor unhappy 
Maid, the very Outcaft or Fortune, ac- 
curfed by Fate, and one whom Heaven 
never looks upon but in anger. Here 
rifing Sighs flopped the Courfe of her 
Words, and gave the Dutchefe a little 
time to recover herfelf; who fiarting up, 
and leaning on her Arm, Not Fkris ! 
crji'djhe, but an unhappy Maid : for Hea- 
ven fake, who are you ? and why came 
you hither thus difguisM ? But tell me 
the naked Truth ? You (hall know it, 
Madam, reply'd Sovereign, who yet for 
Tears and S'lsJvs coxjX'^ ^^^x^^^xx'tx ^\sat 



file had to iiiy, you (hall know the very 
^ruch. I am that unhappy Sovereign 
whom you have heard fo often mentioned, 
%vhom you have fometimes mentioned 
yourfelf ; I am that unfortunate Maid 
who was brought up . near the moft vir- 
tuous Queen of the Earth, by whom I 
was beloved, and who, in my Misfor- 
tunes, have had the Happine(s of fpend- 
ing fome part of my time with the two 
greatefl: and moft beauteous PrincelTes of 
the World. Here her Grief again inter- 
rupted her, and her Strength btgan to 
fail her, (b that ihe was obligM to re* 
dine her Head upon the Hand of the 
Prince fs ; who, moved with compaflGon, 
and willing to encourage her, gently 
prefsM her with the other Hand ; Speak 
on, my charming Maid, /aid Jhe^ fpeak 
on, let us know the whole Hiftory of 
your Misfortunes, and depend upon eve- 
ry thing from our Friendftiip. 

This AflTurance from the Princefs en- 
couraged Sovereign^ and enabled her to 
proceed ; but, firft, fhe begg'd *em pa- 
tiently to liften to her Story, for fhtf 
feared it would be tedious. She then 
gave *em a faithful Account of her Life, 
and of her Amours with the Count d^An^ 
gokfmei told *em what Alteration (he 
bad ob/erv'd in him at bxs i^ium ^^s^ 
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.Burgundy^ how (he entruftcd Polignac with 
the whole Hiftory of her Love, what 
open Confeflion the Count d*AngokJm 
made her, and the Defpair (he fell into 
on this occafion : nor did (he conceal the 

'Count de Rctici's Paffion, and the manner 
in which he informed her, at the time 
he took his leave of her to go join his 
poor unhappy Father, that it was the 
Princcfs of Burgundy the Count i^Anith 
lefnte loved. Here (he gave *em a lively 
Defcription of the uncommon Grief (he 
felt at this fatal Knowledge, and the 
(Irange Refolution fhe formM of coming 
into Burgundy y and doing all that (he had 
done there for the fervice of the lovely 
faithlefs Prince. 

This Story was told in fo ingenuous 
a manner, and perfuafive Truth flionc fo 
confpicuoufly in every Word, that the 
Princefles juftly admir'd and pitied hcri 
but, at the fame time, loved Suvmign a 
thoufand times more (incerely than ever 
they had done Ftoris. They bothcm- 
bracM her very tenderly i and after aB 
the Queftions and Exclamations natural i 
in fuch a cafe, the fair afHi&ed Maid 
begg'd that flie might have leave to finifli ; 
her Narration. She then told 'em how 
very troublefomc the Duke*s Favour had 

.been to hctj and -vVax. ^x^^Sx\ k^^'Tsr 



Lons (he was under when he talk'd ot' 
following him to the Field ; but told 
fo i^reeable a manner, that fpite of 
r extern they cou a not forbear 
hing. ' She then came to the Jealoufy 
Hatred rf Campotache, wj^n he ob- 
*d her growing Favour ; to his fedu- 
one of her Maids, and making her 
al a Secret which ought for ever to 
been fuch. And to this Ihe added 
c the 0)unt de Rouci had over-heard 
le Garden, and all that had pafsM 
/een them two and the Count d^Ati' 
fie on this occasion. This, continued 
wringing her Hands, and the Tears 
ig in abundance^ this, mighty Prin- 
s, is the very height of my Misfor* 
s ; the Monfter loves me, bafely pur- 
me, and has formed treacherous De- 
; againft my Honour. 'Tis he that 
js me to throw off my Difguife, and 
rs me appear what I really am, even 
re the Duke : Not that I fear any 
I from him, his Goodnefs and his 
ucs will be my Safeguard ; and, far 
injuring, he doubtlefs will proteft 
K)r unhappy Maid. But what will 
whole Court fay of me ? how will 
Iftions be cenfur'd and condemned, 
ny Fame perhaps blafted \ livxt xJacit; 
t a way to prevent tVvis \ 1 io?a^/vcw 
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fome meafure, atone for the Extrava^ 
gance I have been guilty of j and that 
will be done by fliutting myfelf up for 
ever in a Qoifier, and devotj^ the Re- 
mainder of my Days to Heaven. Hen 
Sighs prevented her Speech, and &v^ 
reiffl found herfelf unable to proceed. 

Griev'd at her Propofal, but dct«- 
miuM that fhe ihould not execute il^ 
the two PrincefTes cry'd out at theiaoiB 
time. No, lovely Sovereipj^ we will never 
confent to it* And the Princefs of -Biir- 
gundy^ who far from being jealous, either 
of her or the Count d*Angokfme^ found 
her Heart full of Sentiments of Pity and 
Gratitude towards Sovereign^ continued 
the Difcourfe, afluring her, that, whilft 
Ihe liv*d, fhe never wou'd part with fi) 
charming a Companion, and fo dear i 
Friend. They then began to conCder 
what they fhould tell the Duke, for they 
did not think it proper to entruft him 
with the whole Story ; and they ^reed ' 
that Sovereign fhould, in general, confeft 
that fhe had lod a Lover who was dear 
to her I that, fiird with Defpair, fhe had 
thus difguis'd herfelf, refolving to feck 
the remoteft Parts of the Earth, and 
there to live for ever unknown; b«t 
that Chance hav\u?,d\te&ed her into JB//r- 
sundy. fhchaduVi^tv^fexic^xa^aofc^r3er 
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Ge(s^$ Service, and had fo contrived Mat- 
ters as to be retain^ in it ; that recover- 
ing her former Reafon, Ihc was grown 
weary of her Habit, and would have 
difcover'd herfdf, had not an honcft Shame, 
and the natural Modefty of her Sex al- 
ways prevented her : nor could fhe at 
length have done it, had not the wicked 
Defigns of Camfobache, which (he had' 
the day before overheard, made it abfo- 
lutely neceffary foir her to reveal herfelf ; 
nor did the Princefles in the leaft queftion 
biat that the Duke wou'd eafiiy excufe 
the violent Tranfports of Love in one fo 
young. 

But the worft part of the Story we 
have not yet thought of, faid the DutcheJ}, 
nfuming her wonted Gayety : The lovely 
Fkris was a great Favourite of the Duke's, 
and I do not queftion but the beauteous 
Sovereign will be fo too 5 perhaps he may 
love you too well. Ah ! Madam, cry^d 
Sovereign^ what frefh Misfortunes do you 
threaten me with ? Is it poffible that 
the Duke, who now is Pofleflfor of the 
moft accomplifh'd Beauty upon the Eartbj^ 
^fhould trifle away any part of his tima 
withfuch an unhappy Wretch as I am? 
But (hould he. Madam, do not hate 
me for it ; fo far from encouraging his 
Love,^ I ihouM dread- it xrotc; tWt ^'^ 

N 3 \i^Ssi 
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l^afe Defign of Campobache. Ifou ncci 
not fear any thing from him, reply'd the 
Diitdefs, his Gallantry is always accom- 
pany *d with Refped, he never willoficr 
any thing that's violent or unhandfome : 
But, happen what will, continudjbi^fm* 
ling, and embracing her^ I can aflfure you 
it (hall caufe no difference between us, 
we will always be friends. 

Thty now thought it high time to ac- 
quaint the Duke with this Adventure, 
and the i^ucchefs font to defire that fac 
would come into her Chamber. It V8I 
already late, and he began to rally her, 
upon finding her in bed at that time : 
and as Sovereign was ftill upon her ELnces^ 
he did not take any notice of her, fap? 
pofine her one of their Maids. But feel- 
ing {omebody embrace his Knees, and 
the Dutchefs at the fame time telling hint 
that fhe had a Suit to him in behalt of t 
fair Petitioner, he was fomewhat fur- 
prizM > but had fcarce time to think of 
any thing, before the Princefs began to 
interceed for the proftrate Maid. The 
Duke then confider d her very attentive* 
ly, and was fenfible that 'twas Fhris be 
law i but, at the fame time, was fully 
convinc'4 that (he now appeared whac 
flxe really was. Sovereign's Charms juftly 
ciaim'd his Admitauoxv^ %& hc^VI as the 



Jtrangenefc of the Adventure. A thou- 
:and confusM Thoughts came cowding ia 
upon him ; but unable to weigh or con- 
[ider 'em all, he tum'd halVily towards 
the Ducchefs : For Heaven fake^ Madam,^ 
^aid he, explain the meaning of all this^ 
!o me. The Dutchefs obey d, an^t^kold 
him all that they had agreed to tell him ; 
but her Relation took up almoil as muclv 
time as Suvereign% fo often did he in-> 
cerrupt her with Queflions and Excla-^ 
mations, «nd a confiderable time pafs'd 
before (he could come to the Story of 
Camfubache ; which having related with 
all the aggravating Circumftances,^ This, 
my Lord, cMtftWi /&f, is what has ac 
length obligM Sovereign to reveal her- 
(elf, that ihe might wholly put herfelf 
under your Protcdion. *Tis well, refly'd 
the Duke, and under that Protedion I 
can aflure her (he fhall be fafe : And' 
fince. Madam, added he, addrefjing him* 
felf to the Dutchefs, the moft lovely Youth 
I ever faw cannot follow me to the Ar- 
my, ru leave to your care the moft beau- 
teous Maid my Eyes ever beheld ; whilft 
flie is near your Perfon, (he need not 
dread the treacherous Defigns of Campo^ 
hachey you may depend upon my putting 
a ftop to *em. Alas i my Lord, anfwerd 
tl/e Dtucbefs, I have already \tt^ tSxjww> 

N 4 ^2^^ 
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and muft again take the liberty of telling 
you, that you rcpofe too much Confi- 
cience in ti^ac vile Wretch. I Ihudder 
every tiiv.e tliat I reflect on the abfolutc 
Command he has over your Army, I al- 
•ways fcar'd his Treachery, but now fear 

'OUT 

but 
now 

iriiow i: : my Prcjcfis are ripe, and jwft 
upon the point of being executed. Should 
I now dilchcrge my General who is en- 
trufied with 'em all, I certainly ruin my 
Defigns : but fince you are fo uneafy at 
my entertaining and confiding in him, as 
foon as the Campaign is over, he (hail 
certainly look out for fome frefli Ser- 
vice; befides, his Prefence I find ter- 
ribly frightens the beauteous Sovereign. 
The Duke faid a thoufand things more 
to her, which plainly fpoke his growing 
Paffion. 

Mean while, the whole Court was ex* 
pefting the Iflfue of this long and private 
Conference, not doubting but fome grand 
Projeft, or fome important BuHnefs of 
State was debating, and every body was 
furpriz'd to find it concerned nothing 
more than Sovereign's Difguife. How- 
ever, this was, for fome time, the gene- 
ral Subjeft oi Couv«fax\ot^^ «\\ ^w«ss>& 
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e the Opinions of various People, ex- 
: in one thing, where they all agreed,- 
incomparable Beauty, which e^tn the 
men praifed without Detradion. £art^> 
ers, in his firft Surprize, faid a thou- 
1 handfome and witty things to her : 

Prince of Cleves began gallantly to 
le for the Hatred he had formerly 
5 her, nor could Campobache forbear 
Dvering his Love. But here it was,here 
reign tound it a very difficult matter*, 
eep within the Bounds of Patience : . 
ever, with much ado, fhe fupprefs^d- 
Angerj and received his Complimeuc- 
' coldly. 

"be Day appomted for the Duke's De- 
ure came, and in taking his leave of 
reigUy he di(coverM the Sentiments of 
Heart : then leaving the Court, he t 
3Ut di redly for Nnnciy- and order 'd.: 

Dutchefs to prepare herfelf, in a.. 
might's timcj for a Journey into Flan-' 

and to go wait his coming at Ghent. . 
>fe wha were not' to follow^ Wm to^ 
Field, waited vrpon hkn qs far as the 
e where^ he dined; and then the- 
ce taking his leave of the*- Count 
fgdefme,, repeated his Proraife; and in 

moft {blemn'::»manner'?he^ould tliinlo 
5ngag*d to give him his Daughter, a<5 

a$ he fliould have cvuit^ cj;>uo^\^x \ 
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the Dutchy of Lorraim However, lie. 
detired him not to make any longer fiiy 
in Burffntdy, and with the PrincefTes, but 
to return and fpend the Summer with 
the King of France. 

Flattered with the hopes of being fi3r 
ever happy at laft, theCounc, without 
the lead hefitation, prepared to obey 
the Duke's Orders, and left the Couit 
of Burgundy in two Day^s time. The un- 
common Grief he fliewM in taking his 
leave of the Princefe, was very grateful to 
her, and plainly fpoke his Love > but, on 
the other hand, the thoughts of parting 
again, afllided her very exceflively : they 
fcarce were able to bid each other adieu ; 
and when they were forced to do it, this 
Separation Teemed more cruel than any 
of the former. 

Some few Days after the Count's go- 
ing, the Princefs continuing very melan- 
choly, her Women ufed their utmoft En- 
deavours to divert her : amongft the reft, 
one of 'em related an Adventure which 
had happened but the laft Week to her 
Brother, who was Ranger of the Forefis^ 
He was going out in the neighbouring 
Foreft alone, with a Gun upon his Shoul- 
der, when at a diRance he perceived one 
r.f the moil beautiful Ladies he had ever 

fecj), followed bv XHi^i W^Jitocn^ but h^ 

\:^ 



had not long the pleafure of gazing at 
her; for as foon as ihe faw him^ (he 
clapp'd her Mask on, and tarned into a- 
nother Road to avoid him. Such an 
Axftion as this, very much raifed his Cu- 
riolity, and he followed her, tho at fuch 
a diftance (he could not fee him, and 
obferved that (he went into a little Houfe 
in the Foreft where he had been many a 
time himfelf. *Twa$ a poor miserable 
tliatch'd .Houfe, and all the Alterfekin 
he could perceive in it, was an aditional 
Piece of Building, of the fame Bignefs, 
and of the fame Nature as the other, 
and the Garden was enclofed with a 
Wall of Mud and Stubble. He thought 
that fomething more than ordinary muft 
oblige fo beauteous a Perfon, and one 
who appeared to be a Woman of Fafhion, 
to lodge in fuch a wretched Hovel : upon 
which without taking any notice of what 
he had feen, he went out a hunting 
the next Day ; and tlie Sport over,, he - 
rode, with two of his Servants, up to 
the Door of this Cottage, pretending 
riiat he was both weary and thirfty* . At * 
firft they would not open the Door, and 
he was obliged, to tell 'em who he was ; 
not daring to refafe -him then^ a Servant 
came and let him in : but never was Sur- 
prize greater- than. his, when Vv^ fe>\x\i. 
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that the laSde of this Coct^^e was qmter 
alter 'd, and almcft refembled a PaUce; 
the Furniture \^as iomptiioas, and every 
thing Icck'd magniticenr. Turning to- 
vards the Senant who bad let him io, 
he ask'd what the meaning of all this 
could be ; who, without the lead Gxh 
cern> anfwer'd. That his Miftiefs was^ 
Lady of Diy.n^ who, not enjoying bee 
Healthy had determined to go this Sea« 
£>& to the Baths ; but had been taken 
very ill upon the Read, and not able to 
travel farther, had been carry 'd into the 
Cottage; and finc^ng the poor Womao 
who liv'd in it to be a very honeft and 
careful Woman, and the Air agreeing 
very well with her, (he had had the 
Rooms fitted up tor her thus, and va9 
xefolv'd to continue there tiU Ihe was en- 
tirely recovered. 

The Princefs was very much furpriz^J 
at this Story ; 'twas late when (he 
heard it, and the Dutchefs was already 
gone to bed : but the next Morning be- 
times fhe told it to her, adding, that it 
had very muc^ raifed her Gurioiity, and 
fhe was defirous of going to fee this 
FJacG. The Dutches eafily confented, 
and that very Afternoon, as (eon as the 
Heat of the Day was over^. they wens 
cut accom^.an^'d V>^ xWvt Ladies and 



Horfe-Guards ; and being come within 
•a quarter of a Mile of the Houfe, they 
Ifeft their whole Retinue behind, 51^;^- 
reign^ Lalina, and another of their Maids- 
excepted ; and all Hre together walk'd up" 
to the fecming Cottage. 'Twas a great 
while before they could get the Door- 
open'd, at laft a little Country Girl came 
to tell them they muft not come in j but 
feeing ^em fine Ladies, (he had not the 
power to deny *em any thing, but very 
fboliftily ask'd whether they were not 
Relations of her Lady, for they were 
drefs'd juft like her. Upon which, they 
told her that they were, and walked in 
with the Girl, then asked her where the 
Lady was : She has been gone out thi* 
Hour, reply* d the little Bumfkin^ with her 
two Women and the two Men who al- 
ways go-withheri the t'other Man is gon& 
to town to buy fome good Viftuals. And 
after they were all out, my Mother, faii 
fie^ would go a little ways too, and bid 
me look after the Houfe, and let no body 
in. The Princefles fmiled to find that 
they had one who would tell *em much 
more than they askM j they then -bid her 
ihew 'em the Houfe :-But flie anfwer'd^ 
that fhe had beeu forbid to lee any body 
ii>, or if Folks wou'd come in as the 
Gentleman did - t'other^ day^ Cl%^ twv^tft. x\sn% 
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(hew them about Houfe, and no body 
could find the way into the fine Cham- 
ber without being fhew'd. Sovereign of- 
fered her fome Money ; but the Cbild^ 
wlio was unacquainted with the Value 
of it, refufed it* Lalina then obferving 
that the Girl took particular notice (^ 
their Ribbons, and ieem'd very fond of 
'em, untyM hers, as did the other Maid, 
and gave them to her, promifing that if 
ihe would ihew them the Houfe, they 
would come again, and bring her as ma- 
ny more Ribbons. This was a Tempta- 
tion the Child could not withftand ; but 
admiring herfelf all the way (he went, 
led the Company into three little Rooms 
hung with very fine Chintz, andTent- 
Beds of the fame : but removing one fide 
of the Hangings, ihe opened a Door, and 
fhewed them the largeft Room of all, 
whofe Furniture was of a gold and crim- 
fon Tiflue, and every thing anfwerable 
to fo rich a Bed and Hangings. Withio 
the Chamber there was a httle Qoiet, in 
which were fome Cedar Shelves filled 
with Books : the Princefs and her two 
Maids were bufy in examing thefe, whilffc 
the DutcheCs, with Sovereigft^ went ta 
view the Bed a little nearer* It was not 
yet made, and the Dutchefs accidentally. 
perceived a Uxxk tv^toxi "Sob^ti^ vdhicb 
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n'd alnioft hid under the Bolfter; (he 
kily laid hold of it, and found that it 
5 ty'd to a Pifture-cafe. At fight of 
$3 (he was about to call the Princefs ; 
: happily for her, her Curiofity was 
» ftrong, and (he liad not Patience e- 
agh to (lay fo long without opening 
I Cafe: But, Gods! how great was 
r Suprize when (he (aw the Count 
ingokfme^ Face 1 What do I fee ? cry^i 
to Sovereign, who was looking over her^ 
i was fo pocked at this tmexpeSied Sight ^ 
\t fie was not able to wake any other 
p/y, but Good God ! what do we 
f. Madam ? Then recovering herfelf 
f a little, what will the Princefs (ay 
this ? The Dutchefs, whofe Prudence 
vcr forfook her on any occafion, reply d^ 
ake heed, my Girl, that we never let 
e Princefs know a word of it : But let 
, continued fie, fearch on, and fee if we 
n find any thing that will give us a 
rther light in this Adventure. Saying 
is, ftie put the Pifture-cafe up in her 
)cket ,* and they left no place in the 
oom unfearchMy but found nothing 
ore. The Princefs then retiring out of 
le Clofet, faid it was time for 'em to 
turn home. I wi(h, repfy^d the Dutchefs, 
cou'd fee the beauteous Miftrefs of this 
(anfioni but as it may be d^\k^Q^W^ 
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fhe comes home, let us think of retunr*- 
ing to this Place : To-morrow indeed I 
cannot poffibly, but don't let us put it 
off any longer tlian till the next day. 

This Refolution taken, they left the* 
Place; having firft given the little Coun- 
try Girl fome Money, and injoin'd hernot 
to mention a word of any body's having 
been there. The Dutchefs and Princefo 
fcarce talk'd of any thing elfe all the 
next day ; to the latter indeed their Re* 
turn was almoft an indifferent thing, but 
fomething more than Curiolity inclined 
the former to fee this Lady, and to coin& 
to an Eclairciffement with her. The 
greateft part of the Night Sovereign fpent 
with the Dutchefs, their whole Conver- 
lation turn'd upon the Adventure of that 
Pifture, and they were both equally im- 
patient to know by what means it camp 
there^ and who the beauteous Perfon vas 
to whom it belonged. 

At length the wifli*d-for Morning came; 
and they haftened, accompany'd as be- 
fore, to the Place $ but if their former 
Surprize was great, this far exceeded it; 
when entering in, they found the infide 
direSIy anfwerable to the out ; no Bed^ 
no Hangings, no coftly Furniture, and', 
in ihort, no fine Ladies ; all was gone, 

and nothing b-ut x\x^ xc\\feta^\^ ^^Kwax^tc 

4. 



of a wretched Hovel now remaining. 
The Princefs, tho fomething concerned, 
laugh'd at their Difappointment, but the 
Dutchefs and Sovereign were heartity 
grievM. Sure nothing, cry*d the former^ 
could be more ridiculous, than our Con* 
duft in this Aflfair. Ought we not to 
have forefeen this ? Should we not have 
left fome of oar Guards within fight of 
this Cottage, who ihould have hindered 
their going away, and have orderM this 
Lady to have come to us, by which 
means our Curiofity would have been (a- 
tisfy 'd ? It wouM indeed, reply^d the Prin^ 
€efs i but, I think, our Difappointmcnt is 
fcerce worth grieving at. 

The Fortnight which the Duke had 
allowed them to make the neceflary 
Preparations for their Departure, be- 
ing expir'd, they fet out for Ghent ; nor 
could Sovereign and the Dutchefs talk of 
any thing but this Adventure all the 
way. Not to fpin out my Tale to a te- 
dious length, efpecially in matters that 
feem a little foreign to my purpofe, I 
fhall, at once, acquaint my Reader, that 
lianci furrendcr'd to the Duke of Lor- 
rain. Enrag*d at this, Charks refolv*d 
to form a Blockade of this Place ; but 
the Tray tor Campobache^ who had refol- 
red the Dukc^s Ruin, perCuadtd Vfvm x» 
>e£ege it in form^ and aCtemaxd'^ xc^\^ 
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herfelf at the fee: cf thofe Judges vho 
had condeir.r/d them, and with Tears 
irrobrM their Mercv, but in vain ; thefe 
mercilefs difloyal Wretches were deaf to 
all fhe laid ; nor cou'd the Prayers, the 
Grief, the unhappy Condition of this 
ycung Princefs move them : who, feeing 
herfeii ia this defperate Condition, turned 
to her People, and, in the moil pathetid 
n anner, con jurM 'cm that they wou'd not 
forfake her too, but wou'd refcue her 
faithful Minifiers from Death. As file vas 
flill fpealcing, fhe faw fome armed Mea 
flying to her affiftance, who endeavoured to 
reach the Scaffold, that they might bear 
away the unhappy deftin'd Vidims. The 
two Parties engagM, and. horrid Slau^h* 
ter foon cnfu'd ; but notwithftanding 
the Tumult and the Danger of the Place, 
the Princefs determined to ftay; and by 
her Prefence to encourage thoui who had 
fo bravely afferted her Caufe. At the 
bead of thefe, flie foon diftingaifh'd the 
Count de Rouci^ Raveftain^ and Earl iW- 
wrx, and one whom no body there knew, 
but whofe Sword at every Blow dealt 
certain Death. Sovereign^ who had fixed 
her Eyes upon him, foon made the Prin- 
cefs obferve that this valiant StraDger 
was the Count d^Angckfme : Upon wWch 
bcr Face flultfd VvtVv taM^xv V^i > ^^Jws^- 
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&x\d Thoughts came crowding in upon 
her; that very inftant flie reflefted on 
her Father's laft Will, his Promife to this 
brave Man when he left the Court of 
Burgundjy and >refolvM -that this Will, 
this Promife fhould pundually be ful- 
fiU'd ; and by marrying him, (he wouM 
free herfelf from the ufurp*d Power of 
her infolent Subjefts. Full of this Re- 
folution, fhe fixed her Eyes upon him, 
and faw him perform a thoufand heroick 
Adions, as did Rmci and Rivers ', but 
aU their Courage, all their Endeavours 
were fruiilefs: for the Chiefs of the 
Ghenti/h Faftion, enrag'd at this refiftance, 
and fearing left their brave Foes fliou*d 
cut their way to the Scaffold, order'd 
the Executioner to difpatch, who at once 
fever 'd their Heads from their Bodies. A 
fhocking Spedacle to the Princefs, who 
dropped down without any feeming Life, 
and ii:^:f:.hat Condition was carry ^d back 
to the Palace. 

I muft here beg leave to contradift one 
thing, which moft Hiftorians have ad-- 
vanc'd, that the Count de Rouci was one 
of thofe who had a hand in the Death of 
thefe two great Men. 'Tis ;rue, that 
believing them, in fome meafure, guilty 
of his Father's Death, a noble Ttvvtft. ciC 

Veugcaace hadatBifkmanit Vuuv ta^W5^^>:t 
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their Ruin i but the Prayers of Smereign 
made him foon forget his own Injuries, 
and (iding with the Princefs, he had done 
all that he poflibly cculd to fave 'em. 

The fpeedy Execution of Hugonet and 
bttbercmr fully anfwer'd theDefign of thofe 
who had counfel'd it, for the Tumult 
was foon appeas'd ; and the Oppofites fe^ 
ing that all their Efforts were vain, re- 
tired towards the Palace. As foon as 
the Princefs was come to hcrfelf, Ratci^ 
RcFveftaiUy and Rivers led the Count into 
her Chamber, who, kneeling, kifsM her 
Hand. At fight of him, a Flood of Tears 
burft froih her lovely Eyes, a legal Tri- 
bute due to the Memory of her Father, 
and the prefent unhappy Pofture of her 
Affairs ; the Dutchefs too wept with her, 
nor could the Count ^Angolefme refrain 
mixing his Sorrows with theirs. At length, 
the Dutchefs looking round her, and fee- 
ing no fufpefted Perfon, told the Prin- 
cefs, this was not a time to wait in Grief. 
4)ut to think on the means of remedying 
it \ and flie propofed her privately mar- 
rying the Count d* Afigolefmey whom pro- 
pitious Heaven fecmM to have guided 
there at this jundure. And as foon as 
the Marriage is celebrated, ccntinud jbe, 
we may then vewtxxte to declare it pub* 
Jickiy. The Prmwfe fccttVj <:^«ol\^x5^ 
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it, and they then began to confulc the 
fateft and ipeedieft means of removing 
the greated Obftacles in their way i and 
where-ever CouraM or Con dud was re- 
<juir'd, the Count s noble Friends took 
upon *em the Management of thofc Af- 
fairs. Could we, faid the Dutchefs^ btufin 
ing^ but engage the Bifhop of Liege in 
our Party, who now fides with the Fac- 
tious, but chiefly with the Duke de Cleves^ 
and would marry thePrincefs to his Son, 
it would be a very important Step gain'd: 
his near Relation to the Princefs, and to 
the King of France^ and his Dignity in 
the Church, give him a vafl Influence 
over the People. It is in your power, 
yd.adamy faidthe Prmefs,fmiling^ to make 
my Uncle our Friend. Your Severity, 
added the Count de Rouci, banifli'd him, 
a little Complaifance wouM recall him : 
For the Princefs's fake, reply* d the Dut^ 
chefs y ru ufe my utmoft Endeavours ; but 
happen what will, we muft celebrate 
thefe Nuptials in four or five Days time 
at fartheft. 

The neceflkry Refolutions being taken, 
the Count d'Angokfmey with Rouciy left 
the Princefs's Apartment; but, at the 
Door, met a Man who had prefs'd in 
thus far for fear of miffing him, who came 

xip aad gwc him a Letter* ILouci l^€\cv% 
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this, retirM back, and amufed himfelf 
\^ith one of the Maids of Honour, \vhilft 
his Friend read the Letter, put it up in 
his Pocket, and whifpcr'd Something to 
the Man. The Maid particularly ob- 
fervM every one of thefe Adions, icarce 
knowing why fbe did it ; and as her Eyes 
were fixed upon the Count, Ihe few hin\ 
a moment after, as he was going out witb 
Roucij pull out his Handkerchief, and 
with it the Letter he had juft read. At 
fight of this, fhe immediately clapt her 
Foot upon it, and when they were gonc^ 
took it up 3 and without opening, ca^ 
ry'd it to the Princefs : there was no 
body with her, but^he Dutchefs and So- 
vereign^ before whom (he open'd it, and 
in it found the following Words : 

* Strange and unhappy Effeds of Love 
and Fate ! in vain, I make it the whole 
bufinefs of my Life to fly from you, 
whilft you ftill purfue me, and over- 
take me in thofe very Places where I 
ftiould have expeded to have been for 
ever hid from you. O! Prince, too 
fatal to my Repofe, what could guide 
you hither ? Or are you come to perfe- 
cute me afre(h ? Alas ! I am too fenfiUe 
of thecaufe of your coming, vyour Love 
t brou^t you Vatkvw^ ^\«s^ ^x. ^acafis 
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iny Defpair^ and the EfTeds of which I 
was in hopes of nc^cr feeing more. 
I am every day thinking on the Ob- 
ftacles that ought for ever to pare xis, 
and thefe Thoughts make me fly from 
you; but ihou'd I feek the remoteft 
Parts of the Earth, my evil Genius 
furely wou'd conduct you thither. O- 
bey the JDecrees of Fate, my Lord, 
give yourfelf to the Princefs of Burgun-^ 
dy^ you have my free Confent ; but as 
your future Happinefs may, in fome 
meafure, depend upon me, haften to 
the Place where the Bearer of this will 
condud; you. The Refolutions I am tal- 
king, occaQon fome Struggles withia 
me ; to confirm me in them, I muft fee 
you again, and hear another Confei&oa 
of your. Love/ 

. Til leave it to thofe who have fincere^ 
ly loved, and who, when they have 
thought their Happinefs certain, and near 
at hand, have found the Objeft of their 
Wiflies faithlefs and perjur*d, to guefs 
at the Thoughts of the Princess on this 
oecafion, who had not Strength to read 
the whole Letter at once; but ftrpp'd 
i&every Line,at every word ; accufed her 
Israel Fate, and her own fond foolifh lo- 
tiijoAtionSjt for truAing the l.o^t^'T^'^*^ 
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•oi one \vho had already been faUe to a- 
flother. The Dutchefs winked upon &- 
-^etiign to tell her this was the Sequel of 
.their late Adventure, and the Lady, 
<}oubtlers, from whom (he had taken the 
Count's Pifture; and Siruereigny who was 
in the utmoft Concern and Confuiioa 
■imaginable, told the Dutchefs (he be- 
.liev'd herfelf no Stranger to that hand. 

At length the Princefs, having gone 
<]|uite thro^ this Letter, and recovering 
Strength enough to fpeak, broke out, 
Heavens ! is the Count d*AngQkfnie falic 
and pcrjurM ? He is, he is, and loves ano- 
ther ; one whom he has perfecuted with 
his Love, whilft mine was fo favourable to 
him ; one who claims fo abfolute a Power 
over him, that flie commands him to give 
himfelf to me. Who is this Stranger that ^ 
thus difpofes of the Prince's Heart ? 
Heavens! cojttim/d flye^ tttrning iowardi 
the Dutchefs, how thick my Misfortunes ^ 
crowd in upon me ?■ Alas ! I faint, ., 

I die. As fhe fpoke this, fhe funk in 
Stivereigifs Arms, deprived of every vifi- a 
ble Sign of Xife. 

Mean while, the Dutchefs ask'd Sevt* 
reign whofe Hand it was ; who told her, • 
ihe ihould believe it Polignac% couki (he | 
imagine that thetis was a poflibility of 
jPoUgnaci beitvg x\vei^% ^wgi ^^\idiis^ I 
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the Princcfs came to herfelf again ; and 
having fhed fome few Tears, fhc dccer- 
min'd to fend for the Count d'Angokfme^ 
.to upbraid him with Inconftancy and Fall* 
hood, and then to banifh him for ever : 
but the prudent Dutchefs, unwilling co 
take the '^rcftimony of a fingle Letter,faid, 
That they muft obfen'e the Count, who, 
doubtlefs, was going to this Stranger, by 
which means they (bou'd know who Ibc 
was ; and by the Count^s Behaviour, one 
might eafily fee what credit muft be gi- 
ven to the Letter. This Counfei was 
approved, and one of the Dutchefs's Ser- 
vants, in whom £he could confide, was 
cmpIoyM ; and he watch'd the Count £b 
very narrowly, that, in a ftiort time, he 
returned with Tydings, that he had feen 
faim, condu&ed by the Man who gave 
him the Letter, walk into a fpacious Gar- 
den belonging to a noble Houfe, tho fitu- 
^ted in a very folitary part of the Town. 
The Dutchefs immediately refolved to 
come to an Eclaircifi'ement ; and as (he 
was «ot watchM fo ftridly as the Prin- 
cefs, fhe ftole out incog, and accompany 'd 
by Sovereign, and fome few of her Gen- 
tlemen, ihe went to this Houfe, left her 
Retinue at the Garden-door, and followed 
by S(nereign only, (he walkM in. As 
fhe Garden was very large, x\«:i VwJisi ^ 
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fome time about 'em to no purpofe : at 
length the DuccheG perceivM the Count 
talking with one of the moft beaateoos 
Ladies fhe had ever leen ; and Soz^eigu 
fixing her Eyes upcn her, crj'd, ^Tisjk^ 
*ns fie herfelf ! Upon this, they hid them- 
felves within fight, tho out of hearing : 
and the beauteous Maid having talked 
fome confiderd^ie time to the Prina, 
tum'd her Head away, and gave him her 
Hand, which he, kneeling, kifs'd in a 
manner, that to the Dutcbefe feem'd ve- 
ry paflioaate ; and then rifing, he vraic 
out of the Garden by a private Door. 

During her firflb Surprize and Confa- 
iion, the Dutche(s had a mind to go up to 
PdiffuiCy by her, to be inform^ of the 
Truth of this Adv^ture 5 but conlider- 
ing what noife fuch a thing would have 
made, if known ; and dreading the Con* 
fequence of it, Ihe at length determined 
to let her know nothing of their being 
there; nor would (he permit Sovereign 
to (hew herfelf, as defirous-as flie was of 
doing it But returning home^ (he &ith« 
fully related the fetal 1 ruth of what (he- 
had feen to the Princefs ; and, at the fame 
time,inform'd her of the Adventure of the 
Pidure at the Cottage in the Foreft, and 
/hew^d it to het •, tVimkvcv^^ that, in fuch 

tf Circumftance ^s xVvv^ fti^ ^\)f^x \si\fc 
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roughly acquainted with her Lover's 
Sdioufiiefs, that flie might be the bet- 
able to bani(h him from her Heart : for 
lothing could exceed the Goodnefs of 
Dutchefe to the Count, and (he hav- 
always had a perfcft Elteem for him % 
ivhen (he believ'd him falfe, nothing 
Id exceed her Refentment : and with 
reat deal of Refolution (he told the 
icefs, that this perjurM Wretch ought 
>e feverely punifh'd ; and fince he had 
>os'd of his Heart to another, flic 
[I not beftow -her noble Inheritanoe 
>n him. But Sovereign^ tho enraged aS 
ch as any of *em, begg'd that they 
aid not condemn the Count "without 
ring him plead in bis Defence : anfd flie 
ler oflfer'd, to fpeak to him herfelf^ 
. promised, upon her Honour^ to re- 
I the Truth of every thing -he fliould 
, or flie couM learn : For, Madam, 
inudfbe^ I think it very plain that 
ignac loves him ; but how fhall we be 
I red that he loves her ? How fliali 
be ^(rured ! refly^d the Princefs with a 
2t deal of Warmth^ what is it that will 
ivince you, pray ? Does not the Let- 
fufficiently prove his Love ? What 
he mean by kiffing her Hand in that 
: and refpedful maAnec ? Wh«x -^^^ 
Purport ofedl hi9pa(rionatt%'^Qc^%> 

O 3 Ox 
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Or would you have me, when he give! 
himfelf to me by Polignac's Orders., re- 
ceive him ? No, I never more will fee 
the tairhlefs ungrateful perjur'd Man. 

As fhe was faying this, word was 
brought her, that the Count d'Angokfm 
was without, and dedred to fpeak with 
her; and, at the fame time, BJvers c^mt 
in : Upon which, the Princefe defir'd 
him to flep out to the Count, and in her 
name to order him to depart from 
Ghent that very moment, and haften out 
of her Dominions, for he muft for ever 
renounce thofe Pretenfions which the 
iDuke her Father had given him ; but, 
above all, fhe charged him never to have 
the Confidence to appear before her. 
SurprizM at this. Earl Rivers told the 
Frincefs he (hould always be proud of 
an oppormnity . to ferve her ; but begg'd 
to be excusM in this, and pofitively rc- 
fufed carrying fuch a Meflage to the 
Frince. In the Interim, the Count di 
Rouci came in, and the Princefs would 
have employed him, but he refufed it 
too, and in the utmoft Surprize imagina- 
ble, look'd on the Princeues, and on So- 
vereign ; but (aw fo much Anger and In* 
dignation fparkle in their Eyes, that he 
could not imagine what to think of it : 
dad the DutcVv^Cs xo\^ Vi\m^ >^x ^laat 



the Princefs did, flie was in Honour and- 
Juftice obliged to. do. 

Mean while, the Count d'Angolefme fee- 
ing his Friends admitted, and receiving 
no Anfwer, grew impatient, and fenc 
word- again that he was there : and the 
Princefs, enrag'd, ordcr'd Lalina to gO' 
to him with the Melfage Ihe had juft 
before given the Earl. The poor Maid, 
was forced to obey, and with T ears in- 
her Eyes, told him what Ihe was order- 
ed. Thefe Words thunderftruck the un- 
happy Count, who, for fome time, flood 
gazing on her like one who had loft all 
Senfe ; at length recovering himfelf, Am 
I awake, my bea^iteous Lalina ? faid he ; 
and did I rightly hear what you faid ? 
the Princefs banifhes me for ever from 
her Sight ! Hafteri back, thou lovely 
Maid, continued he, thoviing himfelf doivn^ 
and embracing her Knees, haften tock to* 
my Princefs, and tell her this is the only 
thing in which I cannot obey her. No,, 
here proftrate on the Ground will I for 
ever lie, at leaft, till Ihe informs me of 
my Crime, and the Caufe of her now in- 
veterate Hatred. The Prince's undif- 
fembled Sorrow ftruck Lalina to tha 
Heart, and had flie dared, flie would wil- 
lingly have told him all that fhe* knew ;^ 
but ftruggling a little,, and d\fetv%^\v%^ 

O 4 Vtx- 
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herfelf from him, (he haftened bdck, and 
in the inoA lively manner fhe could, de« 
fcribed the Count's depIond>Ie Condi- 
tion. But the Princefs, tar from beif^ 
movM, flew into the moft violent Paffioii 
imaginable ; and Kauci and Rivers dread* 
ing the Confequence of it, left her A- 
partment, and by force dragg'd the Count 
d'Angolefine away with *em. I will not pre- 
tend to repeat his Words, or defcribe his 
Adions, which were fomething even be- 
yond Imagination. He fent his Friends 
back to the Princefs to obtain one mo- 
ment's Audience, but in vain; one of 
them retuniM from him with a Letter 
to her, and flie tore it before his foce. 
The Count defired to fpeak with &w 
reigny but flie refufed him, nor would (be 
at that time fee even Rouci. 

On the other hand, the Princefs re- 
folved to fee Polignac^ and by her to be in- 
form'd of what fhe dreaded to hear ; but 
her nifquiets prevented her refting all 
the Night, and towards morning, being 
quite weary, (he fell aflcep, and 'twas 
late the next day before (he awak'd. The 
firfl: Order fhe gave, was, that an Offi- 
cer fhould be fent to the Houfe where 
the Dutchefs had been the Day before, 
and bring the beauteous Lady that lodg d 
diere^ before tVie ^ivtvc^S.^ "^Vvwv he 
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came there, the Matter' of the Houfe 
told him, that there had, indeedi aftrango 
Lady lodgM there a few Days, but that 
fhe left the Place laft Night as foon as 
the Moon rofe. The Princefs was very 
fenfible, that the Confufion in the Ni?- 
therhmds Was fo very great, ^twou'd be 
impofSble to difcovet which way PoUg^ 
nae was gone. And this enraging her 
ftill the more, fhe repeated her Orders 
for the Count d^ Angotefme*s leaving her 
Dominions ; and when he found himfelf 
oblig'd to go, he ihew'd fuch Rage and . 
Defpair, that it very much mov'd his'two 
Friends, who promised him to leave ho 
ways untried to difcover the Caufe of 
his Difgrace ; and, if poffible, to make : 
his Peace with the -Princefs again. 

In this Condition the Count left Ghent ^\ 
ifter having a thoufand times, . but in 
/ain, endeavour'd to fee the Prin- 
^fs 5 for the People, ftill uneafy, took : 
ler into their Proteftion again, and . 
i/vatchM both her and the Dutchefs as ^ 
Iriftly as if they had been Prifoners : : 
But the unfortunate Maria receiving eve- - 
ry day frefli Injuries from Louis; and 
perpetually reflefting on the Ingratitude 
dF the Count d'Angolefme, ftie began to . 
bate- Ftdnee^ and every Frenchman ? and . 
this Hatred her Pofterity has/inYvem^^- 

O 5 - NM^Vv^Su 
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Whilft this Piincefs was perpetually 

giving herfelf up to melancholy Thoughts, 

fome EngUfi AmbafTadors arrived at Ghm 

'with, very advants^eoas Propoials for cod- 

eluding a Match, between the Princefs 

and Earl Rivers. This EmbalTy had been 

difpatch'd at the Defire o£ the Queen ot 

Ewgltind his Sifter*^ who had an abfolute 

Sway over the Mind of the King het 

Husband, and now employed it in ferr- 

inc. her beloved. Brother, whofe Merit 

might jufUy entitle him to that elevated 

Rack to which fhe endeavoured to raif& 

bim ;. nor could any Objedion have beeor 

made to him, but that he was not fprung 

of £loyal Race, and this indeed /was the 

Excufe which both the Princefs and her. 

Subjeds made ufe of on this Occafion. 

EarJ RfverSy who knew nothing of his 

Sifler/is^ DeHgas before the Arrival ot 

the Ambafladors, waited upon the Prin? 

cefs. of Burgundy as-foon as they had no^ 

tiHed the Caufe of their coming ta 

him;, and accofiing^ her in tho^moft re- 

ipedfui. manners imaginable, . the perhaps 

a little moro boldly than he would have 

done at another.time,. I eome. not. Ma? 

dam, /aid he^ to fecond the Propofals d 

the King of Engfimd^ and in my favour 

to plead the GKatnefs and Sincerity c( 

jnyXpve.;. Ko^/iAaidfts^^ ^ioo. bawe beeo 
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pleafed to coodtmn my PaiHon to eternal 
Silence, and I have pundually obey'd 
you : however, I muft beg leave to aflure 
you, that this Paflion is more ftrong,* 
more lively, and as fincere and difihtereft- 
ed as ever. But I will not add one word • 
more concerning it, I will not fo much 
as intimate that it deferves a kinder Fate^> 
the Queen my Sifter, I know, pleads ' in • 
fts favour^ but I will not offer to repeat 
what fhe has ordered me to fay, and can- 
never think of taking advantage of- the 
Misfortunes of. an unhappy Prince, for* 
whom ray Friendfliip fhall always be the- 
fame ; far from it, . I muft take the liberty- 
of telling you, . be yOur Accufatioii what: 
Jt will, you:^ccufe him unjuftly. . A^time 
will come, but perhaps too late for your 
Repofe as well as his ; a time will comc,-r 
Madam, when you will be coiwinced oi^ 
this Truth:- relied e'er it be too latc^- 
that your People muft have a^ Prince to' 
command 'em, 'tis neceflfary theyfli^uld,, 
and they themfelves defiye it-; take care, > 
they do not chufe one who may bedifa-* 
greeableto you. Should another <be in my' 
cafe, he. would tell you perhaps tliac he is 
not hated by this People, but that by their 
means . he^might eafily^make.himfelf hap- 
py; ; however, Madam^ laaffur^ you,i.that 't 
lilnotxourc tlieirf^vouri^rfl-make nd 
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fotereft amongft them ; tho whilft I neg- 
led doing it, I negled the only Oppor- 
tunitv I can have of making myfelf for 
ever happy. 

Generous Count, imermptei the Prith 
€ifsy with a great deal cf C^ujten in her 
Looks, your Sentiments are noble, tho 
flot in the leaft furprifing to nne ; from 
fuch a generous Heart the moft difficult 
things in nature might be expeded : but 
for Heaven's fake, never more mention that 
ungrateful Man, Bane of my Peace, and 
Caufe of all Ttny Woe. As for your owa 
part, my Lord, you deferve a much bet- 
ter Fate than that of pofTeffing the un- 
happy Princefs of Burgundy ; from my Soul 
I could with I never had loved the Count 
d'Angolefme, and then, my Lord, the Ne- 
gotiations of the Efjghjh Ambafladors 
ifV'ould be far from being difpleafing to 
me : but I never will marry a Man, who 
Ihall have it in his power to reproach me, 
that I have entertain^ thofe Sentiments 
ter another, which I ought to have en- 
tertained for him alone. This often 
n^akes me wifh, fpite of my Hatred to 
France and the French King, that I was 
to be married to the Dauphin, for then 
ihculd I be in hopes that before he came 
to Age, my gnawing Griefs would lay 
jBse in nly peact&Gd Gt^^^.. 



In this manner it was, that the unhap- ^ 
py Earl and the poor Princefs talk'd to * 
each other, and by difciofing the real 
Sentiments of their Hearts, confirmed 
themfelves more and more in each other's 
Efteem ; and if he could not have the 
Satisfadion of feeing his Love returned, 
at leaft had he that of knowing that he 
had no inconfiderable fhare in her Friend- 
Ihip. 

The King oi Trance ha\nng by Surprize " 
taken Tournayy and made himielf matter 
of both Burgundies, the People, who had 
at firft afliAed him in the Invafion of their 
Country, began now, but too late, to o- 
pen their Eyes, and with Grief faw one 
of the fineft and moft (louriniing States 
in the Univerfe torn to pieces, and be* 
come the Seat of War. Upon this they 
refolved to free themfelves from the Ty- 
ranny of LouiSy and to repel Force by 
Force. To this ttd they levied Men, 
and formed a confiderable Army, but 
when they had done, knew not where to 
chufe a General : The Princefs having ab- 
folutelv refufed to hearken to any Propo* 
fals or Marriage between her and the^ 
Prince of Cleves, the Duke his Father had 
recalled him homei the Count de Roud 
was therci but they thought him too 
young. At length they/ 5\tc\\d^^^c*ci ^ 
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Man who was never before dreamt ofr 
and who in (uch a cafe as this ought to 
have been thought of the lad Man in the 
whole World : for haftening to the Cafile of 
NamuTy where the v/ickedAMphus Duke 
of Guelderlaud had Co long been detained 
Prifoner, they took him out, and not 
only chofe him to lead their Army to the 
Field, but declared that he fliould marry 
their Princeis i and without twice confi- 
dering of the matter, they came in a 
very tumultuous manner ta her^ Apart^- 
ment, prefented the Duke to ber^ and. 
declared their Refolutions. 

I want words to exprefs the Fear and. 
Surprize of the Princefe at the fight of 
tills Monfter, whom fhe had almoit for- 
gdtj^e returned no Anfwcr. to the fau« 
cy Complime^nt of her Sub jedsy who fooa 
left her, an^ the Duke of Guelderhmd^ 
with her. ; who looking upon her in the. 
moft audacious manner imaginable, I al- 
ways thought. Madam, faid he^ that your. 
Fate and mine were link'd together,, 
there was fometbing within JDe. that whif- 
perM it to mc during my long Confine- 
ment.. The Idea pt this lbfeen*d my^ 
Pains, which at length are at an end, and 
L am jvid upon . the brink of receiving, 
that Reward which . I all along expeSedL 
WbsLt fay you, to it^ Madaui ? I am jufL 
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going to Tournayy ta fee what the French^ 
do there, and as foon as they are defea- 
ted, ru come and lay my Viftory at 
your Feet) and attempt a more pleating, 
one upon youf Heart. Do you remem- 
ber, my Lord, from whence you are juft 
come, reply'd the Princeefs, looking very 
fcoYtifiilly upon him^ and where is it that 
you have learned this Language I Pwou'd 
not have you flatter yourfelf with any ri- 
diculous Hopes ,• my Subjefts, I afTure 
you, cannot difpofe of my Heart. I 
care not for that, reply*d the Duke, in a 
very brutal manner y fince they can difpofe 
of youc Hand ; and as foon as I have 
made myfelf mailer of Tmrnayy they*ll 
make me matter of your Pcifon. Yoi* 
jnay have more Bufinefs before T'ournay^ 
nnfwer'd the. Dutehefs vsith a^ fcornful Smile ^ 
than you perhaps are aware of; the 
French wilk not tamely part with their 
Conqueft, and th^y may employ you fo 
long, that the Princefs will probably have 
time enough to prepare her Heart for the 
Receptioa of. fo noble a Gueft. 

Thefe Words were fpoken with fuch 
an Air, that Adolphusj unable to bear it^ 
flew into a violent Faifion^ and. conceived 
adeadly Hatred againft the Ducdiefs ; fo 
that turning haftily towards her. Did the 
Eeogle of Banders call ^o\x mxo \!w6x 
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Council ? iaid he : What bofinefs have 
you with the Princefs ? op rather. Ma- 
dam, what bufinefs have you here ? Your 
time is paft, you may return into your 
own native England, if you pleafe, and 
meddle with their State- Aflfairs, if they*!! 
let you ; but here you have nothing to 
do : remember, not only your Fate, but 
that of the Princefs too, is at my difpo*. 
fal, and if you'!! confult your Intereft, 
you would incline her not to put on thofe 
haughty Airs to me, but to (hew herfelf 
a little more obliging : And as for yoar 
part. Madam, faid he, I would advife 
you not to defpife a Heart which adores 
you, and a Prince who is ready to fly co 
your affiftance, and to take you aban- 
doned as you are. Abandoned as lam! 
reply^d the offended Princefs ; no, I*!l con- 
vince you that I am not that abandoned 
Wretch you take me for : I fliould think 
myfdf fuch indeed, had I no other Pro- 
tedor and Defender but you ,• you fhall fee 
that there are Potentates in the World, 
who wi!! curb your Infolehce.' As (he faid 
this, (he tocA the Dutchefs under the 
Arm, and in a PafSon flung into her 
Qofet ; and Adalphus by his infdent Looks 
ftew'd «m, that he was meditating fome 
Mifchicf againit *em. 
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The prudent Dutchefe dreaded fome 
villainous De(ign againft their Peace^ and 
fpent the whole Night in weeping with 
the Princefs ; but knowing tliat their 
T'ears would avail very little, (he fum- 
mon'd up all her Courage and Wifdom, 
and faid that fome means niuft quickly be 
thought of, to prevent their approachini 
Mifery : At length the beft and quickel 
ihe could think of, was to recall the Em* 
peror's Son ; And fince^ faid /he to the Prin^ 

^^fiy you ca'^ never more think of the 
Count d'AngdIefme, you muft refolve to 
niarry Maximkan : Do not ftart at my 
Propofal, ^tis the only Remedy that can 
be thought of in your prefent Misfor- 
tunes. Let us ihake off the Yoke of the 
unworthy Adolphus^ and I fee no body 
that can affift us in doing it fo well as 
the Archduke: your Subjefts will wil- 
lingly receive him for their Matter. He 
is brave, his Dcftrts are doubtlefe very 
great, and what is moire, he fincerely 
loves you: let us, my Princefe, imme- 
diately fend for him. Maria was pleafed 
with the Propofal, for what better could 
flie do*in fo terrible a Junftuxe ? and the 
Dutchefs and flie took the neceflary Mea- 
fures for executing what they had pro- 
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The next Morning, by order oiAid- 
fhus^ the faithful Raveftat\ Uncle to the 
beauteous Maria^ and who on all occdr 
fions had been fo ferviceable to hcr^ was 
taken up ; and as the Dutchefs and ihe 
vere Aveeping at this freih Misfortune, 
the iniblent Duke, followed by fome Sol- 
diers, canie into her Chamber, I come, 
Madam, faid he, direBing his Difcourfe /o 
the Dutchefs^ with an intent to let you 
fee the Effeds of what laft Night you 
thought fmart Raillery ; you muft imme- 
diately retire into your Apartment^ where 
you (hall remain till the Prince(s is my 
Wife : • at which time, I'll give her leave 
to take you out of your Confinement. 
The Princefs, full of Defpair at this 
dreadful Sentence, lifted up her Hands 
towards Heaven, then cafting her Eyes 
round the Room^ and feeing no body 
near her but a Company of frighten'd 
Women, burft out into a Flood of Tears, 
the only Arms Ihe could now have re- 
courfe to : but alas ! fuch a barbarous 
Heart was not to be moved by Tears, 
and without taking the leaft notice of 
her, the Duke beckonM to an Officer, 
who coming up to the Dutchefs, offered 
his Hand to condud her ; but the un-^ 
happy Princefs catching her in her Armsy 
iUid tenderly embt«^c?vv\?j Vv^x^ Part usf 
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r/d/hcy \j\\l they p^rt us ? No, Madam, 
hey fliall never do it, Td rather die a 
houfand Deaths than fuffer it. Sheath 
hy cruel Sword in my Bofom, cryd^he^ 
mntng towards the Duke, thou Monfter, 
^vhom the Dungeons have given up only 
:o torment m«. Where, Villain, arc thy 
Executioners? fend for 'em quickly, or 
if they be in thy Retinue, bid 'em come 
ibrth. Oh ! be merciful, and let them 
imbrue their Hands in my Blood, but do 
not vake this Princefs from me. Alas ! 
ruy dear unfortunate Princefs, reply^d the 
Dutchefs, wherefore can we not expire in 
•ach other's Arms, and thereby prevent 
the cruel Defigns of this mercilefs Mon- 
ler. Here Grief ftopp'd her Words; 
:>athed in Tears they endeavoured to gaze 
It each other, but ftill the flowing Tears 
ill'd their Eyes, and deny'd them that 
^tisfadion. Lock'd in each other's Arms, 
:hey half fmother'd one another with 
Kifles, whilft the Apartment rung with 
the Cries of their fhrieking Maids. 

There was fomethlng fo noble, fo na^ 
tural, and fo folemn in their Grief, that 
5ven the very Soldiers, who, had all their 
Lives been enur'd to Blood and Slaugh* 
ter, drooped their heads, and were un- 
able to obey their Leader*s Commands. 
But AdQl£bufj the cruel ildolpbus^ ^q»^\^ 
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fiood unmov'd > and turning about to- 
vrards his Men^ Ha ! Daflards 1 crjd £e, 
are you fo v. eak as to dread a Woman's 
Anger r Villain$,Slaves, part'em quickly, 
break off their hold^ and carry her as I 
before direfted you. Inhuman Wretdi ! 
cYy*d the Primefs, will nothing move tbcc ? i 
Go fatisfy thy Wifli, make thyfeif Ma- 
fter of all my Dominions, I freely refign 
'em all to thee, do but leave me tUs 
Princefs, the only Ble£Sng on Earth I co- 
vet. By all that^s dear to thee, by thy 
Hopes of Greatnefs, I conjure thee to 
leave her with me ; 'tis the only Comfort 
I am capable of receiving on this fide the 
Grave. But he, ftill deaf to all (he faid, 
once more commanded his Men to part 
them ; and as they advanced to do it, 
the PrincefTes Maids laid hold of 'em : 
Sovereign, the boldeft of 'em, threw hei- 
felf on Adolphus, and ftopp'd him as he 
was laying hold of the Princefs's Hands, 
with which fhe held the Dotchefs faft. 
Prefumptuous Wretch ! cry'd jhe ; and 
dare you be fo infolent, as to lay violent, 
hands on thofe illuftrious Princeflfes? 
But he, inftead of returning an Anfwcr, 
fpurn*d her from him : his Fury was 
boundlefs, nor did he fear any Interrup- 
tion 5 for, at coming in^ he had taken 
csitc CO have tVve ^a\ac^C3^xt.^^feNX^^^ 
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and to place a Guard before them. 
What could the Strength of a few trem- 
bling Maids, or the Tears of the two 
PrinceiTes, avail againft him ? He parted 
them by force, and one of his Men took 
the Dutchefs in his Arms, and carry 'd 
her off; who, feeing that there was no 
hopes of moving him left, tumM towards 
the fair Maria : and refuming her wonted 
Courage, Remember, my Princefe, /aid 
Jhe, what we talkM of laft Night, ufe 
your utmoil Endeavours to bring it a* 
bout; nor will I, on the other hand^ 
fpare any pains to compafs it, *cis the 
only means by which we can be made 
happy iti each other's Company. Adieu, 
my Princefs, let the great Work take wp 
all your Thoughts, and employ your 
whole time. It Ihall, it fhall, reply' d the 
Princefs, who (iiB foBoiv^d her ; I will forget 
nothing, that may reftore me your • dear 
Company again. She would have followed 
her farther, but the Duke of Gelderland 
flopped her, and ordered the Doors of 
her Apartment to be ftiut ; and the Prin- 
cefs looking about her, and on the one 
lide feeing her weeping Maids, and on 
the other nothing but Objefts of Horror, 
fhe Ihut her Eyes ; but in fuch a manner, ^ 
that they thought flie had Ihut them 
for ever. Adolfhm feeing tVvvs^ t^c^wcv- 
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mended her to the care of her Maiils 
and went dirediy back to the G)uncil 
of Burghers^ which was ftill affemblcd, 
and work'd them up to fend a cold 0)m- 
pliment to Earl Biivers an3 the Count in 
Rouci, deHring them to leave thofe Do- 
minions. 

As ij^'^as impoffible for them to make 
head againft the Party of Adolphtis^ they 
complyM i and the unfortun^e PrioceG 
faw herfelf deprived of the eompany of 
her Friends, and left, to the Mercy of 
the mod wicked and mod infolent of 
Men. The Dutchefs's laft Words were 
flill frefh in her Mind ; and by the af- 
(ifiance of her Mai^s, Ihe got a Gentle^ 
man in whom ihe could confide, and 
whom ihe difpatch'd to the Arch-Dokt*, 
inviting him to come and accept of her 
Perfon, and her Dominions. On the 
other hand, the Dutchefs too had dif- 
patch'd one of her faithful Servants to 
him : and being very fenfible of the Em- 
peror's Humour, fhe, at the fame time, 
lent him the beft part of her Jewels, that 
he might appear in a manner becoming 
his Quality, and that his own Inab-:li7 
to appear fo, might not be the leaft li-'^iy 
to his coming. Thus did this pruciwc 
Princeft take care to remove every Cb- 
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flacle that might prevent the Celebration 
of the now wilh'd for Marriage. 

^Twou*d be endlels to defcribe the 
tedioas and melancholy Days and Nights 
they fpent in waiting the return of thofe 
>vhom they had fent to the Arch-Duke, 
and all the Stratagems they ufed in en* 
deavouring to fee each other again ; but 
they were fo ftriftly watch'd^ it was im- 
poffible they couM fucceed: however, 
they at length found the means of wri* 
ting to each other. The Princefs, who 
now dreaded being alone, made all her 
Maids lie in her Chamber; and part of 
her own Bed fhe fpared to her dear So^ 
ijereign, and the Comfort which was of- 
fcrM her by this beauteous Maid, was 
the beft accepted. The Count d*Ango^ 
lefine was often the Subjeft of their Con- 
rerfation, and in the midft of her many 
Misfortunes, the Princefs flill reckoned 
his Ingratitude the greateft. 

The firft real Repofe th^ Princeii 
found, was when the Duke^'of Gelderland 
march'd at the head of the Flemifl) Forces 
againft Tournay. To (horten my Scory, 
I (ball at once fay that he met with the 
Fate he defer\'ed ; for how indeed could 
the Arms of one fo wicked profper? 
He attacked the French, but they cut his 
Army hicopiceeSj and in the ^xx\^ GjtV 
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derUmd himfelf was flain. Never, in the 
midft of a Triumph, did an ambitious 
Conqueror feel more Joy and Satisfaftion, 
than did the Princels of Burgundy at the 
defeat of her Subjeds^ and the Death cf 
her Tormentor. Her Apartment rung 
^'ith the Shouts of her Maids^ as did that 
of the Dutchefs too : They defired the . 
liberty of feeing each other again, but 
this was ftill refusM 'em; for the People 
of Ghenty willing to difpofe of their Prin- 
cefs as they pleas'd, kept the Dutchefs 
from her, well knowing her courageous 
Temper, and the vaft influence fhe had 
over her Daughter-in-law, and dreading 
left fhe fhould not enter into their Senti- 
ments. 

One Morning, being affembled to con- 
fnlt of the difpofal of their Princefs, 
News was brought in amongft them, that 
Maximilian was arrived : upon which, 
they unanimoufly cryM out, as if they 
had been infpired. That no worthier 
Husband could be chofen for their Prin- 
cefs, than the Arch-Duke of Auftria\ 
and breaking up in a very confusM man- 
ner, they went out to meet the Prince. 
And after a fliort and boorifh Compli- 
ment, theyconduded him to their Prin- 
cefs, who received him in a very aflfiiblc 

manner j and he, xVitoHWk^>Ka^^ ^ttt 



feet, by the Incoherence aad PaOion of 
his Speech, foon made herfenfible that 
he was ftill the (ame : And the Princefs, 
unwilling to lofe this Opportunity, made 
the People engage her to the Arch-Dak&; 
and then turning towards him^ Since, my 
Ix>rd, Jaidjhej I am henceforth to look on 
you as my Husband, and this People muil 
acknowledge you for their Mafter, be 
pleasM, I befeech you, to command that 
I may have the.company of the Dutchefs 
my Mother-in-law reftor'd to me, and 
4et me not long figh for that Happinefs 
in vain. Startled at this- Requeft, the 
■Chiefs of Ghent began to tell the Arch- 
Duke how dangerous it would be for 
him to comply, (hould the Dutchefs prove 
his Foe ; but be foon calm'd their Minds, 
by affuring them he was fully convinced 
of the Good- will fhe bore him : and then 
giving the Princefs his Hand, he led her, 
foUowM by the People, to the. Apartment 
>vhere the Dutchefs was confin*d. The 
jfoy of this illuftrious Couple when they 
met, is eafier to be imagined than exr 
prefs'd I they tenderly embraced each o- 
ther, but were both fo tranfported, that 
they could not fpeak, and continued locked 
in each other's Arms. Maximilian^ s Joy 
was exceedii^ great, in having been thus 
inftrumenral to the Uap4p\nfi& bl ^^ v^;^ 
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PrincelTes ; and advanciDg towards the 
Dutchefs, he put one Knee to the Groand) 
and refpeccfully kifs'd her Hand i for he 
looked on lier as his Beae&drefs» by 
whofe Counfets the Princeis ha4 (ihofe 
him, and to whom he was indebted foi 
his approaching Felicity : nor did he omit 
faying any thing which a generous Heart 
could didate, or Gratitude infpire. On 
the other hand, the Dutchefs raifing him 
from the Ground, tenderly embracM him^ J 
and ;Caird - him her Son. Sorpriz'd and 
pleasM at what they faw, this veiry Poo- 
|>Ie, who, the moment before, were her 
^Scalers, b^n to fhont her Name ; her 
Praifes were their Theme, and they es- 
tollM her Anions to the yery Heavcos, 
and paid her all the Refped. and Defe« 
rence imaginable. 

I muft here inform my Readers, that 
the Dutchefs of Burgundy was at this time 
but one-and<-twenty Years old, and was 
one of. the moft beauteous, moft witty, . 
Knd moft agreeable Women upon the lice 
of the Earth. Several Monarchs demand-* 
ed her in marriage, but in vain ; for fhe 
^fus'd them all, nor could the Empire of 
the whole World liave perfuaded her to 
have left the Princefs of Burgundy. 

Mean while, every body wtsibr haften^ 1 ^ 
iiig the propo^*dlJUxcVi> ra& «i Sx ^w V 



the motiial Bitereft: to hare it celebrated 
out of hand, no time was fpent in mak- 
ing the Preparations ufual on fucb occa* 
(ions ; and the Ceremony ulis perform^ 
with a great deal <^ Decency, but wh:b- 
our Pomp and Magnificence. The vr hole 
Iftlight before, the Brinoefs fpent in weep* 
iag-; and then £hc told 5(Pwm^«, they were 
the tail Tear& and Sighs which .flie re* 
folv^d to beilow on the Count d^Anga^ 
Ufme^ thinking ' ihc could for ever bani(h 
that fatal .Paffion ^m her Bread : The 
next day fhe accompany'd Maximiliwn 
very chearfulty to the Altar. 

Two Days after the Celebration c£ 
thefe Nuptials, Sovereign going into her 
Apartment, which was at no great di{^ 
tance from that of the Arch^Dntchefr^ 
felt fomebody pulling her by the Tail of 
her Gown ; and turning about, found 
that it was one of the Centinels who 
flood at the bottom of her Stair-foot. This 
Aftion very much amazM her ,* but het 
Surprize was increasM, when fhe knew 
him to be the Count de Rouci. And why 
this Di%uife, my Lord ? faidfbe^ we have 
no Enemies now for you to apprehend t 
and obferving the other Centmel, who 
was leaning on his Piece in a very melah* 
choly manner. Who have yon %ot \W»^\ 
^/uum'Jfie, is it Earl Rinmi I TAo,^^-^ 



51^ l^he Secret Hiftory 

dam, reply^d Rouci, but the moft unfortu- 
nate of Men : fure you have not forgot 
the Count (TAngohfine. "T'ls he himfelf, 
*tis that Wretch, crj^d the Prince^ difcover" 
ing himfelf^ who now defires no other Fa- 
vour of you before his Death, but that ' 
of knowing the Crime which be ^nds 
accufed of. I came upon another Defign, 
I muft confefs, but I came a day too 
late : had I reachM the Place cwenty*four 
Hours fooner than I did, this fatal Wed- 
ding ne'er bad been celebrated, and even 
at the Altar the Arch-Duke ihould have 
felt my Fury ; but what would have been 
noble Vengeance then, is now become 
a Crime. Faithlefs Mao ! imerrupted. So- 
rvereign, &ithlefs to me, and afcerwards 
to the Princefs, let your own guilty Con- 
fcience anfwer your Queftion : As for my 
part, I have often, with Imprecations, 
promisM the Princefs I never wou'd 
ft)eak to you more. My Lord, cmttimi 
fie^ addrefjing herfelf to Rouci, if I have 
any Interefl with you, or if you have any 
Value for that ungrateful Man, quickly 
take him hence; confider the fatal Coo- 
feqaence that would attend his being 
found here. As fhe faid this, (he fled 
haftily from them, and returned to the 
Apartment of the Arch-Dutchefs. 
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Kmci thoroughly perfiiaded of the 
Truth of what SivenigifL Mzsi faid to him,, 
jiiade the Count d^Angokfmt quit his dan- 
gcrous Poft, and got : him to his Lodg^ 
ings : there, for a while, he gave way to • 
his fwelling Grief, and as foon as he 
could hearken to Reafon, perfuaded him 
to return to his native France. The 
Prince, filled with exceflSve Sorrow, or' 
rather whh Defpair,^ cry'd, You would* 
have me go then, and leave the Arch- 
Duke in quiet Poilcilion of all that I* 
value on Earth, and which is no Man V 
Right but my own? Ha lean this be* 
the hearty Advice of a. fincere Friend ?. 
or if it be, go give thii Counfcl tO' rhofc 
quiet Souls who ramely bear all kinds of 
Injuries. As for my part, I am refolvM- 
I'll never leave the Place till I have feen 
this faitblei^ Brinceis, and upbraided her 
bafe IncQnfiancy i perhaps - the Greatness 
o£ the Empire dharm'd her, perhaps my 
Rival, perteips — ^ — — Alas I how many 
things might charm her ? But (he (haU 
never enjoy this Empire, this Rival mufk 
Bot live, eveu in .the Arms of his Wife ; 
1*11 fcek faim.out, and deprive him of 
Lsfe^ as he has deprived me of Happi-* 
nefe. In the Arms of his Wife ! Good 
Gods ! and is my Princefs then become 
bis Wife ? Mine did I call her i Hea-* 

P 3 VOTST 
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vens ! (hc^s mide no more^ ihc iS ftiuy 
ther's now. This raclaog Thougfac 
plung'd him into the xxxmoSt Sefpair, 
uhich 1 fhail cbufe to dnw a Curaun 
over, not having Colours lively enough to 
reprefent ir. 

The Count de Rmci gave way to this 
feoond Scomi of Paffion ; and when he 
had exhaufted himfelfia little. Examine 
yourfelf, fuid he, Sovemffi tells . you : tbc 
yoQ know the Caufe ot your Di^race ; 
and I am perfuaded, that the Frinceis, 
who lovM you fo t?endefly, and who^ in 
every other Orcumfiance of her Life, bad 
aded with fo much Prudence and Good- 
nefs, v»ould not have beliavM herfelf in 
this manner towards you, had not fome 
very P^rong Reafons uigM her to it< Wiiat 
are thofe Reafons^ imehufted tbe CoM 
d'Angdefmt ! if they have any, Wfay do 
they not reveal them ; if I am. guilty d 
any Crime, let ^em accufe me : butr beite 
they are all filtot^ even S&vmign^. the 
once generous Sttvereigft^ who made it the 
whole ftudy of her Litis to ferve me^ no«r 
fbt&kes me in the moft important Cir^ 
cumftance of mine. .Can yoaaot, nf^^l 
Rmtciy recall any one Adioa to mbd 
which may have provok'd the Princeis i 
Believe me, anfuoer'd the Coum^ the more I 
examine mylHf, the le& able I am to 

gueii 
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guefs at the caufe of her fudden and pro- 
digious Change. Bat why fhouM I puz- 
zle my&lf in finding our the Caufe,^ 
vhen there was nbne but in her faithlefs 
JBreaft. Faithlefs, did I call her! pardon > 
ine, my dear Prince (s, you cannot be 
fkithle&) and ail this muft hare been oc- 
calionM by fome fatal Error Alas! 

I rave, and grow troublefome. Adieu ! 
my Friend, adieu ! dear Count de Rmdi 
I muft leave you, ta go fpend the re- 
mainder of tny Days in Mifery, for ftifb 
I muft love and a4ore the Princefst Should 
(he one day open her Eyes, fhould ihs 
difcover my Innocence attd her own fc>- 
ror, (tV)!* fuch it niuft doubtlcfs- be/ ftnd 
ihould ihe at theiame time have fome fm&t^ 
remembimice of my Loyc, how will it 
gravis her ? But iieavens forbid it ftiould 
be fo. No, rather let lier remain her 
wbdb Life in Ignoranoe, or iot^t my 
Lorre, t4ian ibel the vaGkiifg Paiiis.I now 
da As lib fiud this, he to6k Kis leav« 
for ever of fais Friend^ and return^ for 
Francis 

- 4&iw/js»jhaviing rceichM the Apartment 
of the fVinoels, did not meBtion one' 
word of the Count ^AHgnkfiney hit firft 
ask^d the Dm^cbefs^s Opkiion ; who fold 
her fee cwigbt, by all means^ t^ conceal 
it, and not to git^e the Princefs Aelh oc- 

P 4 cafion 
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caQoa of Sorrow. This Princefs liv'd 
ador'd by her Subjeds, and by her Huf- 
band. In the firft Tear of their Mar- 
xiage^ fhe was delivered of one of the 
moll lovely Princes that ever was feen;. 
"^twas the Arch- Duke, Father to the fa- 
mous Charks V. whofe glorious A£Uon$ 
have render M him fo famous in Hifto- 
ry y and the next Year, (he gave birth 
to the illu{bious Margeritta. During that 
time, fhe made Earl Rivers marry a Sifter 
of the Count de Rouci^ a young Princefs 
whom fhe dearly lovM, and whole Charms 
and Merit were infinite. As for Rouci, 
'tw^s in vain he conjur'd Sovereign to 
compleat his Happinefs ; fhe refused the. 
two Princcfl'es, and Maximliau^ who fe- 
conded his Requeft : and whatismore^ 
fhe refused the fincere Love of the gene* 
Tous Rmci. 

Three or. four Years the Arch-Dat-f 
chefs fpept' pretty calmly, her Husbaod. 
doated on her, the care of her little love- 
ly Family employed her whole time ; and 
it the remembrance of the Count d^An^ 
gplefme ibmetimes came to interrupt her 
H^pinefSji fhe endeavoured all fhe could - 
to banifh every thought of him : but ftill* 
ftie remembered him with Love and Grief. 

One day the Arch-Ducchefs, accom- 
pany 'd by her Mother-in-law, and her 

whole 
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\viiole 0)urt, was going a Progrtfs thro 
her Dominions va the Low Countries ; 
and flopping at Bruges^ they went to a « 
Convent; being informed that a very emi- 
nent Preacher was: that day to fill the 
Bulpit. At Chapd, Sovereign took no- 
tice of a Nun near the Grate, juft behind 
the Dntche(sV Seat, who, during the 
whole Sermon-time, wept bitterly. Good « 
God ! Madam,'. ^/i Jbe, vshifperkig very^ 
fofily to the Dmchejs^ what can ail the • 
Nun that fits jiift behind you ? the poor ' 
Girl has cry *d ever fince we came in,: 
and her < Sighs aflually pierce my very 
Heart: \i Ihe a- Novice, f aid the ^ Dut^ 
chefs ? ; No, Midamj anfiuir'd Sovereign, ; 
file has-^ the Habit. So much the worfe, ; 
reply^d the Dutcbefs i flic probably repents - 
what fhe has done, or perhaps was forc'd < 
to make- the Vow which ought always to- 
be the Adlion of a willing Mind. How- 
ever, we muft • enquire into « the caufe of > 
her Grief ; and if removing -her out of her • 
Nunnery into another, can be of any fa-- 
tisfadion to her, we will do that for her.^ 

Sermon ended, the Offioe began^ and> 
every Nun rifing and holding a lighted - 
Taper in her Hand, the poor Girl whom ' 
they had taken notice of, wasfo little her- 
fclf, and trembled in fo violent ^manner/* 
that fhe fet fire to her Veil- and was 

BS' aftually/ 
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aftnally bummg herfelf withooc kn'o^ini^ 

it. Tlie little Prince and iitde Friftcefs, 

v4io fiood by their MoiheCy were the firil 

who took notice of it; and the Aoch* 

Dutchefs feerng her Ciiildreii lan^. and 

point, tQrn'd about, isnd was (nghte&^d 

to fee a Nun butniiig alive : upon iK^iicb^ 

ihrieking cut, ihe bid ixiiriebody hdp her 

quickly ; but before the Flames could be 

extinguifiiM, the fmptherM Nun feinted 

away, and fell at the Feett>f the Princefi* 

This Accident fomethiug difturb xi divine 

Service, and the iliuftrious Company hai 

for a while fufpended their Devotion^ 

and were employ M in a charitable Adion* 

The Princefs Ind ^em hafisn to iakt A 

her Veil, which ftiQ fmotberM her, hoc 

was furprizM to fee fo accbnplifli'd t 

Beauty, and the Charms of the youog; 

Lady increa^M her Pity and GbaceiB fcr 

her. The Dutche(s, at fitfat of her, re-^ 

called together ibme half-forgoceeu ideas- 

and knew her to be that fiital fieauty 

who had occafion^d alt their Misfortunes,. 

by dealing away the Heart of die fiudi*^ 

]efs Count dAngolefme: but StFoenip^ 

could not contain herfelf, and quiteicir* 

getting where (he was, Ihe fhriek^d our 

in a very violent manner^ ^2f>FoUgnaCy 

^tis Polignac. 

Here 



He»e the Afbh-Dotohcft fummotiM im 
all her Ckmtege oftd Viitue to her tiffin 
nmce^ but ^ais «uittU6 to befat the vk>tetit 
iHieixfyeifted Shoek^ mi file feabobktipoh 
her ^at, vfhtre the Doftchefs eanb tolier. 
Smne confidetabie time ihcy ipem ia 
whifpeting to eaoh other i s^r which, 
they both yofe, rafd £»kingfer thfe Alb^)^, 
tJhcy uofcl hetj Aat they would leave dne 
of their Ladies if) the iNuBtiet^^ and de^ 
dred that fhe might bt left with th6' 
NtiH who had fiwneed awi&y, aad that 
t!ie Abbefs Would before enjok her to 
donceal aothwig fr(kn fa*r. Theft calling' 
Sd'ueriigny "the Princefe fofcly bid her en- 
mire ittto the A-d^^rttttre of Peliptac M\d 
rtie Ocmnt ii^ Ang^lefm^^ tod not to leive - 
hct till *he knew er ety thing that had 
paft'd between '«^ Swfemgn promifed- 
to obey rttv pttniftiially, and rfie Prin— 
ceflesretwnd to the Palace, fuUy rdfol- 
red not to leafW the Plaoe tin they were 
fetkfy-d^tf the Trath of what they Wem ^ 
both to defirotis to know. 

AH the whole Kight they pafled irt 
taiking rf ifci* A-dvenctire, and the great- 
f*ft part of the next Day was: already:^ 
fpent, when tliey faw Sovereign return-^- 
mg ; but fo altered, and with fuoh a fet-^ 
ded Melancholy on her Face, that, at 
f^ht ofher^ thcDatchi^&adder'd; and 

" tht^ 
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the poor Princefs, trembling, feltafud^ 
den Chill run thro her. Veins, and much* 
ado had< they to keep Life in her : the 
little Strength Ihe had left, v/asemployU 
in keeping her Eyes fix'd xxi^n Sovereign i. 
and the poor< Dutches, vho(e Grief yi^ 
equal to hers, addrelisM herfelf to their bi\z 
MbiTenger : Speak, my Girlyfaid/be^ and. 
eafe our Fain ^ for tho, if we may judge. 
by your Looks> the Tale you haye to telL 
us be. a difmal one, yet will it, be prefera- 
ble to our prefent cruel State of Uncer-^ 
tainty. Conceal nothing from us, added, 
the. frincefsj fightng^ but let us know the. 
ifSForft of every tilings I will fpeak theD„ 
fince you command m^^, reply* d Sovereigo,, 
nor will I difguife the Truth of any. 
thing y, and indeed 'cis abfolutely necefiary. 
Ifhould fpeak, tO'vindicate the moft uD'^ 
fortunate, and moft. injur.'d, tho, at the. 
fame, time, the moft. faithful of . Lovers.. 
Sut> alasl what wilMtavail.to>viQdicat& 
or. p^ty him? He has \ol!i^,c<mtinu^dfi)ef 
drying hir T'ears which flawed itL abjmdawx% 
mdin. which the Princejfes bore.her contpaiq, 
he has loft, all that on Earth. oould make. 
Irm happy. . This crud Thought adrelh. 
irtcreas'd, her? Grief, Defp^r. feiz'd thft 
Frincels, upon - hearings that tho: Count 
d* ^ngol^ntA liad be^n.punifii'd as a faith*, 
kis Man^. and. that he. was ftill true ta 

her: 



*• : The Dutchefs bewail'd her Misfor-^ 
le, in having contributed towards his ;. 
1 Sovereign began to loath herfelf, for* 
: having fooner cleared up this Matter^ 
1 accufed herfelf, as if no one elfe.was 
meable for what had happenM. A thou* 
id Queftions were asked her, and fhe^ 
ated a6 many Greumfiances^ withouc 
y manner of Connexion. Theie broken 
xcs of the fatal Hiftory took up ther 
naining part of the Day, and the befl. 
f of the Night : at whicii^time, being, 
igu'd almoft to death, they laid thern^ 
vcs down,but in vain, for nor one of *em . 
old clofe their Eyes. The next Morning. 
5 Princcffcs defired &verefgn to relate,^ 
order, the whole Story fhe had told, 
n in fo confus'd a manner the Day be-. 
-e. Sovereiffi (aid ftie would^ without, 
litting any one Circumfiance :. And to^ 
is tndyfaidjbe^ I fhall tell you a great, 
iny things, which may at iirft appear. 
reign to the purpofe, but which may be^ 
fervice to your, better uriderftandingi 
e Hiftory oc PoUg/iac. Ifball therefore 
jgin with her firft coming to theQueenV. 
ourt* Hert Sonfereign- flopped a moment, i 
recoUeft feveral Paffages, . and., then r 
^an Jber Hiftory thus. . 
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^he Hijkry ^ Antonifla <fo Po 

lignac. 

IVtty wdl rcmetnbet thtt ^pre wc?» 
afc ^/M^/jf^ when PdUgftm:'^ Frictidi 
brought her to Cofctfit, fand pf^efemed b« 
to the Queen ; yotst have fcen her, my 
Princcfles, nor were you a Kttle fur- 
priced at her Beauty, for indeed Svt or 
fix Tes(r$ which are fince paft, hftre made 
iK> Alteration in her Face. When Ae 
was prefentcd, thcfQofeenpraifed herwi* 
ry much^ and we forhwnded her With & 
much Admiration, tlvat ^ h^dndtai-* 
fon to be dii&ti^'d either with hcrftif 
or oar Reception ; for we appeifr'd not 
unlike thofe barbatous People, who give 
a divine £xtrai%ion to every thing gyeit 
and bea\3tiful. There wttw at thftt tiwe 
a confiderabte Nnmiber of young NeUc- 
ihen at the <Jueen's Court, who belonged 
to the King's, but were come there to 
fee their Mothers, Sifters, and other Re- 
lations. At their Return, they fo ex- 
toird the Charms of Pelignnc^ thtit when* 
ever any body came from the Queen's 
Courts the King would ask them^ whe- 
ther 



her they had left thdr Hrorts wicfa the 
air Pol^ac i And indeed it was a very 
Ufiicidt matter tx> fee her, and not to 
wt ; £br tbt Beauties of hex Mind even 
exceeded tbo£e of her Body t Md not* 
omhftandihg that i&e had beenbroagbc 
lip at het FacherV Country Seat^ yec by 
ict Gait and evory A6Hon might it eafily 
tft feen that &e was a Man of Quality's 
ChUd ; fo. very ttne it is» that they are 
[»pable of ftoeivaig a good Education 
my whtiie. 

Aixumgft otftiers, the Coant di Dumd^ 
came to pay his Refpefts to theXJpfeen, 
and Pohgnach imconKnon Besasty at firft 
(ight ' daazfed hisn. Tf«rs fianoos War- 
n^ur^ VhofeAirms his Eoenonts couUhotr 
td&Dcj "was BOOT made a Captive,* hcw^ 
ever, if there be fach a thing ^ Lxm; 
withont Weaknefe, 'twlis tvith^t Weadc^' 
flefs he krmd. This brave Soldier tvas 
as police as theimoftaceompliffli'd (3ocn^ 
tier, had an infinite Stock of Wic> and; 
ill every Ciiramflaiice of Life behaved 
ttim&If like a Man of Hcndur : Inftionst^. 
he was of9e "whom future Ages will tm*« 
doubtedly look iipon ass im aocompfifli'd^ 
Hero. He was already pretty finfftriiD-' 
ken in Years, tho troubled widi none of 
the Infirmities ineidentto Age ; and what 
charmed xoe'nbil in «he ^ Generidj was, 

that 
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that not a young Bean about Court dref- 
fed cleaner and neater, .than he did, 
tho this Cleannels ivas not accompany 'd 
vith the leaft Aflfedacion.: Whether he 
could not diiTcmbley or whether he . at 
firft thought that his Love would not be 
fo violent as it afterwards provedy I can-- 
not tell ; but.he openly declared his Sen- 
timents, and the Queen u(ed frequently 
to rally hmi, and tell him that if the 
Maid of OrUans^ had had. half the GharroS' 
of PoUgnaCy Ihe doubtlefs would havc^ 
fhared hisFate, as ihe did the Glory of 
hisArrrtsr 

. This was the firft Conqueft of Notc^ 
the beauteous P4>Ugnac made ; a Conqudl 
which the Queen often faid was by Q& 
means inferior to thofe of this brave Lea* 
der. The next who refign^d his Liberty- 
was the Count de Sancerrti one of the' 
genteeleft Men I ever (aw, whofe Ibrmer 
Success m Love^Intngues had. renderU 
faim fo famous, that his future SucieiTeS' 
were infured by. it ; but here he found bC' 
muft expe<^ a more difficult piece of: 
Work than he had hitherto - met with, 
and knowing her referved Temper, he 
refolved to take a new Method with- her, 
and therefore made.it his whole buiinefs to 
conceal his Love : nor would he fpeak of 
it. even. to Pc^/rjiMc herfelf^ fearing left Ihe 

ihould 
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fhould keep him at a greater diftance 
than before, and by that means his Paf- 
fionjfhould be made publick : And no bo- 
dy was encrufted with it but Btddos, one 
of our Companions, to whom he was* 
pretty nearly related, and for whom he> 
bad an infinite value. 

The young Count Je Bigorre was the 
next who enterM the Lifts ; he wa[s of 
the feme Age as PoUgnac^ handfome, gen- 
teel, witty land gay. In humorous 0)n- 
ver&tions he always fhined i nor was the' 
Queen a little diverted at the frequent 
Flalhes of his Wit, and on the account 
of his Youth and Wit, he was indulged 
in greater Liberties than any other ; and 
indeed all he iaid and did was fo natural, 
that it was impoffible to be dull in his 
Company. But there was one thing that 
had ingratiated him very much amongft 
us, and that was the Reiped we all bore 
his Mother, who was a fine Lady/ a Wop 
man of good Senfe, paiSonately fond of 
the Queen, and always near her. 

This young Nobleman was not at Ant- 
hoife when Polignac arrived there ; and 
coming diredly thither frbm his Country 
Seat, where he had fpent fome little time,^ 
he had not fo much as ever heard her 
Name mentioned. To divert the Queen, 
we were reprefenting a Paftoral the Nighc 

he 
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he arrived^ and he ^me in behind the 
Scenes a little before we had done. Pf^ 
ligndQ iras dre&'d in a S^herd's Htbit^ 
and the y^mog Count could mind nothing 
el£bbut the beauteous Boy. The Count 
de SameYYt was one d the firft who came 
to congratulate him upon his (afe Return, 
and of whom he enquired who that fine 
Boywa$. &j;tc«rr^ feeing his li£ftake> and 
willing to caity on ti)e Jeft^ told him 
^cwas a Gentleman's Son* whom che 
Queen had taken into her Service^ Du- 
ring the reft of the Evening this was the 
Diverfion c^ the whde Company, ei^en 
of the Queen, and of the Couoteis liis 
M<^her^ who help'd to deceive him i and 
be could talk of nothing but die pmtf 
Boy, who was compared to Anatrem'i 
SathiBus: and in fliort, all the Pbetraod 
Hifiorians were quoted^ yet cotdd none 
of them {uppiy him with Feaifes awl 
jj^amples ixuEoioat to cxpiefe ins Adtni* 
tacion* 

The next Diy he &Ur t&e Fair-one in 
her Female Drefs, and then it was that, 
fenfible of his Mtftake^ his Admioation 
wasiactftas^d e Spice of ail ike tkxikl do, 
£he was fbrced to hear hixn talk of Love; 
and this manner of cdoverdng he has fince 
rendered fo familiar to her, that ibe was 

at iaft pretty wdU accttfbom'd to it. He 

never 



iieVtr hated the Count diDumiSj not* 
vicfafianding he was very fenfible that 
maugre the DiflfereoiM cf. their Ags, the 
other's Preto^ns, whenever he pleafed 
to make them, woaU be much better 
grounded than his ; and the Count dd Da^ 
ffoff^who.plaioly faw chat Bigone had made 
no impreffiod on thefieait dt Pdlignac, and 
that all his Cay^ties inly diverted het^ 
as they did the reft of the Court, mak 
very ter from faatitig this young Nobler 
man. As for Samerre and Bigorrtj they 
were not upon, the fane Terms ; the fin> 
mer dreaded the other's Wit and Galian- 
try^ . and Bigcrrre^ than whom no one could 
be more difcerning, plainly. faw thro San*- 
ctrre's Difguifc, and was fefifible that he 
loved Polignae. Often would he tell him, 
that he would be teveng'd one day or 
cdier for the Cheat he put upon him the 
Night he arri/d at Court ; and&unvrrr 
did expe& that he would take ibme opi- 
portunity of being witty upon him; but 
iitde miftrufted what the Youth was me* 
ditating. This Revcngd, iiluftrious Prin- 
ctflfes, continued Sovereign^ had fomething 
£0 very di^mrting in it, thit I cannot paft 
it over in £lence^ tboit be of little w n^ 
importance to the Hifioryi 

One Afternoon the ^een was fitting 
with aU her Ladies and Maids in a lai^ 

Hall, 
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Hall, and converfing with the ufual Fa** 
miliarity, when on the fadden we heard 
a noife at the Hall-door ; and a mornenc 
after there came id -two Venerable Old 
Men in antique Habits, with fil ver Beards* 
banging down to their Waifts, and lead** 
ing in a Lady drefs'd in a very ftraogey. 
tho very rich Habit^^md her Face coFer'd 
with a large Veil The two ancieot 
Knights came up very near the Qaeeo, 
without paying her^ any maitner of R^/ 
fpeft, and the Lady kneeling down at her: 
feet, defired her Hands to kifs them. 
Surprized at what ihe &w, the Queen 
did not well know what to fay or do : 
however, ihe defired the Lady to riiie. 
Never, anfwer*d the prcftrate &ranger^ O 
great Queen, whofe every Part is deck'd 
with fome particular Ornament, your 
Face with Beautie, your Head with Wife-* 
dome, your Eyes with Majeftie, yoar. 
Countenaunce with Gracefulnefie, your 
Lips with LoveiinefTe, your Tongue with 
Vidorie, and your Heart, I hope, with 
Pity ; never will I rife till you have heard 
the Unfortunateneffe of* my Fortune. I 
ain detained a Captive by two beautifoL 
Tyrants,: who arc. large and iblack-, and 
always miraculoufly ihooting forth Flames,, 
fo that 'tis miraculous I am not reduced 
to Aflies. Now in the fame Frifobi there 

is 
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is another Prifoner, a fubtlc Knight, who 
can keep his Malice in no compafs^ but 
endeavours to compaflfe my ruin,' and to 
reach the proposed Goal would corrupt 
the Fidqlitic of my Goaler^ and make 
himfelf mafter of the Fortrelle where I 
am detained ; yet does he fo diflemble, 
that to all outward femblance my greateft 
Foe feems my greateft Friend. 1^ his day, 
accompanied by thefe two venerable Sa- 
gesi I have got the libertic of going a- 
broad, in hopes of recovering my Liber-^ 
tie ; but alas me unfortunate yong Dam-* 
fel ! I muft return to my Prifon, unlefs I 
can find fonie adventurous Ktlight, who 
will aflert my Caufe, and punifli my 
lurking. Foe. If there be fuch a Knighc 
in this Court, I will court his Favour, 
that he may come forward and revenge 
ine. 

You may eafily think that fuch a Speech 
did not divert us a little, tho no body 
kne\<r the Speaker. The Queen could 
fcarce refrain from layghing, whilft fhe 
anfwer'd her. Be not difcomforted. Un- 
fortunate Scranger, there are Knights 
enow in this Court who will endeavour 
to adminifter Comfort to you. And the 
Count de Dumis rifitig, and coniing for- 
wards, oflfer'd her his Service, and ask'd 
her what Fort he mult go and attack ; 
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then dedr'd her to riiie. Never^ never 
vill I rife, noble Knightj refly*d fie^ till 
till you have granted me one Boon : buc 
firit let me intreat your Name. I ^as 
once caUM;^ nfl/d thi Cwtu de Dunoi( 
ba^fintling^ tlie Maid (fOAcan^^s Kmgk^ 
but npw the Knight of diflrejfed Bfoutj. 
Heavens be praifed ! r^yU the Lady ; and 
without duelling on your FraifeSj I (hall 
{ay, never could I have been more forcu* 
Date in my UnfortunateaeCs, than to have 
met with fuch a Knight : What I now 
requcft, iSf That you vi^ould promife to 
grant my Requeft. The 0>unt de Dmis 
did fo, as ferioufly as pofSbly he oould : 
Upon which, taking him by the hand, 
and leading him towards SamenrfSy What 
I requeft, fcUd ft^e^ is, that you would 
feize this mifchievous Churle by the Bo* 
dy. And as (he {aid this, lifting up her 
Veil, we faw the agreeable Face of the 
young Count dtBigone i w^a, not in the 
leaft lurprized at the violent Fits of 
Laughter which might be heard through^ 
out the Hall, cqntif^i^. This is the 
Wight I fpoke of, whounderhand eodea* 
vours to make himfelf mafter of our For* 
trefle : and. thi^, fonnAng to Polignac, the 
FortreiTe in which J itm detained > behold 
my Goaler whic^ he we^d corrupt i her 
fparkling £ye$ aro; the adonktile l>faots 

who 



ivho«r€ paFpetu^Uy daniog Flame^ji and 
pftrch atul burn me to death. 

In vain the Count de Savcem endea^ 
vour'd to pitt off this part of the Story 
as well as he could } ii^sLooks and hia 
Concera betrayed theX^ve which be had 
iall along endeavoured to ^pticeai^ aiid we 
all began, to wonder at our former blind 
Stupidity, in not having been able, with** 
out this piece of Mun^osery of young 
MigQrre'$, tp difcover the Pa/Con or San^ 
t^rre. PoUffiac was troubled at, what fhe 
faw« and for the ^rft time began to fpeak 
ferioufly to thi$ Nobleman, and told him, 
ihe was by no ineans plea^'d at being made 
his Je(l : But the CouiH 4f Dums appeased 
her, notwithftanding the prefeot diiquiet 
State of bijs Soul i th^ knowledge of this 
new Rival giving him a great deal of 
Concern. And Sancene haying gontinued 
a little time out of countenancei recovered 
himfelf, and began to be well pleased that 
Palignac had thus accidentally been made 
acquainted with his Paffion, and mighc 
be pcrfuaded it was a very rcfpcdlfui oiie, 
when he had not dared & miich as tqr 
{peak of it to herfelf. 

None of thefe Lovers made any con- 
fiderable ftay ait U^ches^ where we hap^ 
penM to be when this piece! of Mqmm^y 
was a(%ed : They &equei«ly went for- 

V ards 
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^rds and backwards between thfe King's 
and Queen's Court and their own Seats. 
Young Bigorre was the moft affiduous of 
*em J and as his Mother was always with 
the Queen, he had a very -gocki Excufe 
for being frequently with us. 

The Count de Dumh carefully obfervM 
Sancerre^ to fee what impreffion he made 
t)n the Heart of PoUgnac j and was pleas'd 
to find that all his pains were lofl upon 
her. All methods taken with you are in 
vain, faid Sancerre one day to this beauteous 
Maid ; there is no fuch thing as accuftom- 
ing you to hear People talk of Love. I 
have behaved myfelf in a manner quite 
different from the Counts de Dunois and 
Bigorre; yet has my I^fcretion becnrf 
ias little fervice to me, as their open Paf- 
(ions to them : I have made it my bufitiefs 
thoroughly to fludy you, and thought 
that a refervM Charafter wou'd beft luit 
with yours ; but to my forrow I find, 
that neither my Love nor my Refped has 
touched you. PoUgnac anfwer*d him with 
her ufual Coldnefs ; and one day that the 
Count de Dumis was taking his leave of 
her to return to the King, I leave you, 
Madam, faid he^ with my Rivals ; but 
fuch is the Opinion I entertain of you, 
that I leave you without any Apprehen- 
iions from them. . Heavens grant that we 

never 
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never may (ee a happier Rival than either 
of them approach you I However, lean 
aflfare you^ that you nerver will nicct with 
one who loves you more fincicrcly tfian'I 
do : Look upon me. Madam, juft' tis^ you 
pleafe, as your Lover, or as your FH end, 
twill be your own fault if we ari not orl6 
day or other niore nearly united. 

In this manner wai Polignac Csbred by 
thrfe three nobli Gallants,, when; unhap- 
pily for her, the Couiit tFAngokfine was 
exiled from the King's Court, and orderM 
to retire to the Queen's. Here ' Sowreigii 
related ^he Arrival of that Prince at Ltn 
chesy that Che herfdf was at that ihftant 
telling her Dream to the Queen, the 
Coldnefs which (he obfcrv'd m the Count, 
her manner of complaining of it that 
very Evening to PoUgnac^ who feem'd far 
from excufihg her Love, and condemned 
all PilSons of the Heart ifr a vtty extra- 
vagant manner ; but however defircd to 
hear her HHtory, which (he related whilft 
the Prince and Comines were liftening to 
their Difcourfe, for thefe were Circum- 
ftances' iK^ich Sovereign had fihce heard 
from the Count ^Angnlefme himfelf. She 
then t6ld ^em, how dcfirous Pblighac was 
of feeing hini the next day at K^fs, that 
(his placed hetfelf in a grated Gallery, to; 
view him at leifure without bieing dif- 

Q^ cern'd 
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.cemM herfelf ; what Impreffion this Sight 
made upon her, having found the Prince 
amiable enough to excufe Sovereign^ Folly. 
She then, continued the Foir^cxe^ defcribed 
the Shame and Confufion fhe felt, when 
ihe firft became fenfible of her Paffion, 
xifing her utmoft endeavours to banifh it 
for ever from her Heart, but in vain ; and 
the Count having overheard fome things 
Polignac had fuppofed of him, had taken 
an opportunity, when ihe feignM hetlelf 
Hck to avoid his Prefence, to "wait upon 
the Queen, who was going to vifit her, 
and to x:onvince her that the Endowments 
of his Mind were not to be defpisM. The 
£rft Converiation fhe had with the Prince 
compleated her Ruin ; fhe now found it 
in vain to flruggle againfl Love, and 
therefore uCed her utmoft Art not to over- 
come it now, but to conceal it : and this 
£he did with fo much Prudence,that the I 
very well remember (he never carM to talk 
of any thing but the Count ^At^okfiut 
yet did I never difcover her Love ; and 
I look'd upon every thing fhe faid as the 
Effeft of her Complaifance for a Man, who 
to her knowledge was dear to me. 

From this. Sovereign went on to what 
had happened at the Tomb of jignes, be« 
tween Che Prince, Rouci^ PoUgnac, and 
herielf. She then (hew'd the PrincelTcs 

all 
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aU their myfterious Letters and Points ; 
for tbo ihe had forgot 'em long (ince, yet 
had not Polignacy who had fpent many a 
day in her religious Retirement in looking 
them over, aiid had given a Copy of 'en% 
to Sovereign, who prefented *cm to the 
Prince&s, She then told 'em, that after 
ievcral various and cruel Struggles in her 
Bread, fhe formed and executed the De- 
iign of coming into Burgundy. I have 
been an Eye and Ear-witnefs of the 
greatefl: part of what I have related, con^ 
tinued Sovereign ; and as for what re- 
mains, you ihall have it diredly in the 
fame manner as PoUgnac herfelf told it. 

Nothing could exceed the Grief of my 
Companion, when I let her know that 
the Count d*An^lefme lov'd another, and 
lov'd her well enough to make a fincere 
Confeilion of it to me. This Behaviour 
indeed (he could not condemn, but 
thought he aded very much like a Man 
of Honour.: how heartily were it to be 
wiih'd, that every Lover wou'd deal as 
fincerely with his Miftrefs ! But fuch is 
the iTemper of our Sex in fuch a Cafe, 
we thiok it a mod barbarous way of pro- 
ceeding, nor can we invent Names fuffi- 
cient to express the grofs Injury and Af- 
firont which we think is ofierM us. 

Q^ 2 After 
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After my leaving laches^ things' Mrcnt 
4Xi in the ufual manner i the Noblemen 
ireqciently vrent backward and fbmwtls, 
fior did any body continue there but the 
Count^'-^n^/fjTwe, to whom it was made 
a Place of Exiie by the King's Command 
As Polignac^s Htimoar fuited very well 
vrith his, he conversed' with her oftener 
than he did with the other Ladies, and 
i^ to take a great deal of delight in her 
company. This intirely Tuin*d the poor 
Girl>who feeing the Prince h complaifant, 
ilatter*d herfelf that he was far from har- 
ing an averfion to her, and that by little 
and little he might in time become a paf- 
fionate Lover, and (fo apt are we to de* 
Jude ourfelves with rain Hopes) it was 
not long before (he fancied that (he had 
jnade an entire Conqueft of his Heart. 

The yonng Count de Bigorre^. vrho wis 
iHU aifiduotts near PoUgnac^ had fo: very 
penetrating a Wit, that he foon difco* 
ver'd what fhe endeavourM to conceal 
from the whole World, and wouM wil-- 
lingly indeed have concealM from herfel£ 
His next bufinefs was to- examine the 
CovLTit (PAngpleJine, whom he found fo far 
from entertaining any Thought of P^to- 
jnac, chat his Heart was ennged elle- 
where ; and feeing that her Paffion was 
iiicreas'd by her Error, he refolv'd to 

onde- 
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undeceive the Fair-One, whofe haughty 
Temper he was not unacquainted with ; 
believing, that if any thing could, the' 
Prinoe-s ludiflference would cure her Paf- 
£on : However, he determined not to put 
.dn the Lover, and upbraid her in private,: 
but to difcover what be intended by 
libme fmart piece of .Raillery. And be-- 
11^ one day in the Queen^s Chamber^ 
twhere PoligMc was in waiting, and' the 
jCoums d^i^ngpkfme and de.Dumis prefent i 
and. being gs^ as ufiial, :che C^een^ be- 
gan to rally htm upon it : You will never 
pe^Tuade us, my Lord, fmd fie^ that yom 
are a Lover, ^when, . on every occafion^ 
you ean fliiew fo much Chearfulnefi. 
Your Majefty .miftakes me, nplfd jomg 
JSigorre, I am not johearful : and indeed 
how is it poiSble I ihould be fo, when 
-my lovely Tyrants appear fo melancholy 
and AejGdted : Their Confiifion feems the 
ilangerous Symptom of fome Difeafe iurk^ 
-ing in theiHeart. 

At this Pci%f/ic.blafli'd, and was con- 
founded, whilft the reft of the Company 
laughM; and the Queen, by a Wink, 
gave Pdignac to underftand, that fhc 
knew the Count ie Bigotte^s Meaning: 
and as her MajelLv loved herperfeftly 
well, ihe was grier d to think that this 
young Nobleman had dificoverM the hid- 

0.3^ , den 
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den Truth. Upon which, that very hSh 
ternoon, fhe (ent for her into her Qofec, 
and talk'd to her with all the Ejndnefi 
imaginable. I think, my fiiir PoUgHac^ 
faidfbe^ we muft no longer defer coming 
to an EclaircilTement, in a thing whicbi 
for your fake, I have already put oflf too 
long ; I mean thofe Verfes which you 
wrote at the Tomb of Agnes. I finccrc- 
ly love you, and you need not therefore 
be afraid of letting me into your Secret : 
would to God tliat Bigorre was ftill a 
Stranger to it ; had every body elie con- 
tinued fo, I would have fpared your Con- 
fufion. I am ferry, that fince your Heart 
was capable of receiving the Impreffions 
of Love, Sancerre's generous Paffion did 
not touch you, or that you was not fir'd 
with the Ambition of being the Wife of one 
of the braveft Men living > for, notwith- 
ftanding the advanced Age of the Count 
de Dunoisj had you marry'd him, your 
Prudence and Difcretion. would fufficient- 
ly have affured 'me of your future Con- 
dud. I really look upon it as a very un- 
happy thing, that the Count d'Angokfme 
Ihould thus deprive me of the Hearts of 
thofe young Ladies whom I tnod dearly 
love. Sovereign's Defpair, at his unex- 
peded Change, was the only Caufe, I am 
fure^ of her leaving me as (he did ; for 

be 



he once fincerely loved that poor Girl^ 
tho now *^cis very evident he has bc- 
ftowM his Heart upon another: Ancf 
thofe Verfes of his, whofe Meaning I 
l^ave fince traced oih:, fufiiciently difco^ 
ver his = Sentiments. Here the Queeff* 
pulling a Paper out of her Pocket, in- 
^'hich all thofe Letters and.myftical Points 
were fet down, read them to Pdignac 
in the fame manner that you have^^em 
written before you. I fee you are trou- 
bled at my Explanation of what the Counr 
d*Angolefme has written j cominu^d the Queen ; 
but to Ihew you that it was not meer 
Guefs-work, TU read you your.pwn Vey;', 
fes. The letters were 
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And their Meaning this r 

Once I defy' d the God of Love^ 

Laughed at bis Bow andpoimed'Stiel; 

But now to$ weU his Power If rove. 
And all his various Torments feet. 

0.4 ^ 
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I mail copfels^ Madttn, teflj^d Fdignac, 
ut&p had time to recover herftg a Uftk^ that 
you are entirely in die tight ; jtior i/vas I 
unfeofible of this, and oT my toim Im* 
nradencep "when cxasnmBg f&arlAstjfi^ 
fiy^s AofwoTy I read ic tJms : 

IL • 9 !•• A • JS • X •• JU • • • A*** • Iii • • • 
Jl . 

J% • » O » • 9 m MX ••••• Jf % !••• ^S .• • 

mv ••_•.' 

£V j^^ fV *f too late, ifmdJH$i^ 
Tie P/ijJimfrom ymr Heart remove y 

And ftmamn^afen io j(m 4id,, . 
JDeotib ix kfs terrible th^mMfW. 

I cannot, coptim^^d fie to the Qyeenj .ex^ 
prefs my ohame and ConfuGon^ but I 
very Y^ell •reme.ipbQt , tbw tbcy moved 
your Majefiy^s Pity. I urged erery thing 
that I poffibly could in oppofition to my 
Love^ and wh]<:h I had before fo often 
urged to myfelf in vain : I thought you, 
Madam, a more fevere Judge ' than my 
own Virtue ; and all that I can now (ay 
in my defence, il^, that if fome unhappy 
Glance of py .£ye has betrayed me .to 

tho 
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the prying Count de Bigarre^ I am very cer- 
tain that the Cojmt^At^olifme never had' 
the leaft thought of it ; not a Word, not 
an Aftion of mine has betrayM me, and I 
hope he will for ever be a. Stranger to my 
Weaknefs : And your befi; way, repfy'd 
the prudmt Queeu, will be ' to Joot this - 
unhappy Paffion out of your Heart : not 
but that I have heard (and as (he fpoke 
ffae fighM) that tbefe violent Inclinations * 
are not very eafily overcome : However, I 
am perfuaded, that Perfons of Senie and 
Courage may behave tbemfelves with-, 
fu^h prudence, that, if they don't con-^ 
quer the Paffion, they may lave, them- 
felves from the Dangers of it* 

In this manner it was that the (Queen ' 
talked to Polignacy nor was it long after 
this, that the Count de Dunois made her 
fome very fericus Propofals of Marriage ; . 
the Count's Age ihould have, made him < 
forget all Thoughts of Love, but Pclig^ 
ntfc's Beauty had warm'd \dm* On the 
other hand, (he let him £eey that tho ihe 
refiisM him, yet did (fie^look on fais Of- 
fer as fomething very honourable, and 
much to her advantage ; and (be anfwer'd 
him with .fo much Modefty, that it fiiU 
inflamM him. the* more: and as he oon- 
tinuM pre£Bng,4iis Suit very eameftly, he 
fqueezed ber Hand, and ihe^ full of 

Q. 5 grate- 
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grateful Sentiments^ took the liberty of 
returning him a gentle Squeeze; and 
with Tears in her Eyes, left him, faying, 
That Fate had never defigned her fo 
much Honour and Happineis, as he M^as 
pleafed to offer her, Thefe Words very 
much furprizM the Count, who often de- 
fired to know what fhe meant by them ; 
but fenfible that fhe had already faid too 
much, fhe always (bund out fomcExcufc 
or other, to . defer giving him a dired 
Anfwer, 

About this time, the King, who fcl- 
dom came near the Qaeen, took it in his 
head to pay her a Vifit, and was dazzled 
with Polignac's Beauty, nor did he make 
any great Secret of it ,• for, in a very 
gallant manner, he one day told her, lie 
wondered fhe had not as many Lovers as 
he had Male Subjeds, During his ftay 
at Lochesy he appear^ much more gay 
than he was wont to be, and continu'd 
there feme time longer than he at his 
coming intended. 

Mean while, PoUgnac led an uneafy 
kind of Life i for amongft the Number 
of Noblemen, who had followed the King, 
fhe had made a great many Conquefts : 
This, to one of her Temper, and who 
was already prejudiced, was very ungrate- 
ful ; but fhe made another Conqueft 

which 



whieh fhe little dreamt of^ and which ac 
once compleated her Mifery. One Even- 
ing, as the King was riling from HHable^ 
he ftm>pM fome little time» ulking with- 
Dureprt nnd r Haramrtj and from them.' 
went to Polignac, t6 whom he alio talk^dr 
fome little time aloud : At length he came, 
nearer to her, and Ijegan to whifper ; aft 
which, every body,' out ofrefped, drew 
back, and kept at a convenient diflancej 
I muft, my beauteous Polignaty fiUd th» 
Kingj tell you of a new G)nqueft; you; 
have made fince my coming hither, and 
one whom perhaps you don^t think of^ 
Som^ new Coxcomb, I fuppofe, reply*d 
Polignao, fsarce refiiHiug on tohat Jhefaidy. . 
who thinks, that to be fafliionable here^^ 
he muft pretend to be in love^with me > 
And feeing that the King retuhiM hei^- 
no Anfwer, Is it not. Sir, faid jbe^ fome * 
(joxcomb^ c^ this kind ? No, A^adam^ , 
Yifly^d the- Kingi he ne^er yet was diftin- 
guiih'd by that Name;.aor does^he de^ 
ferve to beiis'd as fuch by yoQ,feeing tbatr 
he loves you more than all the reftotyour r 
Gallants put together.' You will believe 
me fure, my mr Polignaff-^ continued he^ 
when I tell you i;hat I my (elf .am that 
Lover, and that youK King counts him* 
felf happy in being ;;reckoriM : amongft 
youe Slaves. I foe^ Sir^ reflfd Polignac^ 

tbac: 
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that your Ma^efty is wiUiog to perplex 
and confoondtne ; but you need not have 
given youifelf that trouble^ you have 
been firnfibte that I tuiTe not beoi able to 
fland the Raillery of your Nobles oil 
diis Subjeft, how ihoftid I that of yoox 
Majefty ? I fpeak ferioufly, re/^'i tbt 
Kingj you have too D^uch Wit and fieau* 
ty to doubt the Truth of what I (ay \ 
confider of it, I deferve to be ibmewbc 
regarded by you ; and my Sentiments 
are fuch^ that you may make youfffelf for 
ever bq>py« As he faid this, he left her^ 
and advanoed towards the Queen. 

The Grief of a virtuous Maid, at fuch 
a Declaration, may eafiiy be imaginU 
As icon «s the King left her, Sancerre 
came up to her ; and Lcuis observed that 
the whcrie time the Count was with ber, 
and during her Converfation with &veral 
others, fhe feemM very unattentive to e* 
very thing that was faid : At length, the 
Count d^Angoiefme being alone wkh heri 
the Cloud in which ihe bad for ibmc time 
been wrappM, at once diiappearM ; her 
Eyes fparkled, every Feature of her Face 
feemM fmiling, and their Converfation 
appeared to be very gay and hnnoouroiLk 
Tnefe Obfervaticns were cruel to tb^ 
King, but happy for the Prince ; for the 
Monarch, on the fuddco, gww jealous 

of 



of him, on. Poliguac^s. account, as he had 
before done on Jaquelinas ; and as the 
latter occafion'd his Exile, fo now the 
former put an end to it : for that £ven«^ 
ing, the King fending for him, told him, 
that Jbe muft follow him the next Day, 
and that jhenceforwards he was firee to go 
kiito what parts of his Kingdom he. plear- 
ied. And as the King was going, juft 
before he took his leave of the Queen, he 
went up to Polignac^ I £baU £bon return, 
Ma^am, faid hi; mean while, I beg yoa 
to refled on what I have iaid :'as I IhaU 
prepare every thing to perfuade you of 
my Sincerity, ix>. I hope I (hall not find 
your Sentiments oppoSite to mine. He 
yu& fpoke, and went away without day* 
ing for aa Anfwer. 

The Count £Angokfme followed the 
King; however, he had not the liberty 
of feeing ^a^Una again : As ior JPoligaac, 
ihe remained ia the grisateft Trouble 
imaginable. And the rnoment the King 
was gone, drown'd in Tears, (be haften- 
ed to the Queen, and told her all that 
had pafsM ; who owned that it was a 
great Misfortune, for the King was of a 
very violent Nature, and would be o« 
bey'd. And as Pofiguac anfwer'd, ihe 
hoped k was a fudden Whim which 
would as eafily pai^ over i You muft not, 

my 
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my dear Girl, repV/'d the QuetHy flatter 
yourfdf with any fuch Thoughts ; I know 
the King, and know that your virtuous 
Redfiance will but provoke his Paffion, 
you muft expeft being cruelly peffecuted 
by him : However, give me notice of 
what paffes ; Time, perhaps, and propiti* 
ous Fortune will fupply you with means to 
avoid that Fate which now threatens you; 
from me, you may depend upon all the 
affiftance I can lend you. 

But PiJignac*s Grief and Gonoem at 
the King^s Love, was fcarce fo great as 
at the fudden and unexpe&ed going of 
the Count d^Angokfine i his Abfence touch* 
ed her to the quick, and made her fenfi- 
ble of the violence of her Paflion. As 
fhe was a perfeft Miftrefs of her Pencil, 
fhe refolved to draw the Count^s Pifturc, 
which could be na difficult matter, the 
Idea beirig always before her. But as 
Barccurt lay in the fame Chamber with 
her, 'twas impofltble to pretend to do it 
there; fhe therefore pitchM upon the 
Tomb of Agnesy as being a very folitary, 
and confequently a very propier Place for 
her purpofe ; where (he placed herfelf in 
fuch a manner, that 'twas impoffible, fhe 
thought, any one fhould furprize her : 
and all her Colours were fhut up in a 
little Box> which ihe catryVi backwards 

a nd 
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and forwards^ As' often as fbe went 
there, flie took a Maid with her, who, 
tho fhe was not entrufted with her De- 
fign, was always left at (omt diftance^ 
to give her. notice of any one's approach. 
Tl^re -twas fhe begun icr Worl4 which, 
in five or fix. Days, ihe had brought 
to perfedion. You may eafily judge of 
it yourfelf, cnttinu'd Sovereign, fince it 
was the fame Pidure the Dutchefs took 
at the Cottage ini the Fofeft . i 

As fbe was patting the finifliing hand 
to this Pi^re, and admiring it hedelf, 
her Female Centinel fell afleep upon her 
Poll; and the Count d^Angp/efmey who 
had told the King that he was going to 
his Country Seat, took L^hes in his 
wayj having fomething to communicate 
to the Queen : and having waitedion her, 
and done his Errand, he look'd about for 
Polignacy of whofe Sentiments he was 
utterly ignorant, and for whom he bad a 
fincere, value i and not feeing her, be 
walked out towards the. Tomb of Agnes ^ a 
Place he knew (he commonly frequented. 
At fome difiance he perceived her, and 
found that fhe was very bufy, but about 
what, he could not tejl; and willing to 
furprize her, he came very foftly behind 
her. Here, illuftrious PrincejOfes, I want 
Words to exprefs the Surprize of the 

Count 
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Count ^Angpkjme^ YAxa he frand the 
Fair-ooc employ 'd about his K&oze* 

^was impoffiUe but that fuch an 
Objeft as this (hould open his Eyes^ and 
he at onoe comprehended, what withouc 
this Accident he might fi>r ever have 
continued ignoittit of; and willing to 
fpa J€ her Shame and Confufion (for that 
be has iinoe confefsM to her was his De- 
figo) he endeavoured to return as foftly 
as he came, when unluckily one of the 
Branches of a Tree catching the Embroi- 
dery of his Clothes, made a ruftiing 
noile ; and Pclignac looking hafiily about, 
fiiw him dealing foftly away from her. 

Good Gods ! who can exptefs her im* 
moderate Grief at this unexpe&ed i^ht ? 
When (he related the £tdiy, I fancyM 
that I (aw her juft at that time, and that 
I heard her ihriek i ihe then looked upoa 
him as begging for pardon for what fhe 
had done, and her Strength and Senfcs 
Ruling .her, £he dropped down without 
any ^^ of Life. 

Frighten'd at this Accident, the Prince 
ran to her affiftance, but had Prefence o£ 
Mind enough to ihut the Pidure and 
Colours up in her little Box, left any bo- 
dy elfe ihould come that way, and fee 
how Ihe had been empIoyM. The noife 
which he made, awaked PsUgnai's Maiil^ 

who 



who feeing what ^Condition her MBftrefs 
^^ in, flew to the neighbouring Fonn- 
tain, iuKl bringing Water^ threw it in 
her Face. PeUpiac began to recover, and 
at opening -her £yes, .found herfelf in the 
Arms of her beloved Prince. 

The Count laying a violent Reftraint 
upon himfelf, barely Bsk'd her how fhe 
did : at which fhe fighM, and n;iming her 
Head towards. the other fide, Well enongh, 
my Lord, anfwr^d jhi^ provided I fee yott 
no more. My Sight will not long be an 
Offence to you, anfwer'd the Coma, nia 
thivking OH nvhat be faid ; for I go away 
to-^morrow Morning : And wherefore did 
you come to-<lay ? anfiuet^d /&r, Ytfing and 
turning from bim : But you are come, and 
there is no .poffibility of recalling what 
has happenM. 

Accordingly the next Morning the 
Count d^Angolefme {et out, but without 
feeing Polignac^ for fhe never came iiear 
the Queen^s Apartment all that day, but 
continuing in bed, fhe gave way to Grief. 
I here (lightly pafs over a part of the Hi- 
flory, which fhe has related at length; 
Some few days after the Count de Sancene 
demanded her in Marriage; theQueeii, 
to whom he had apply'd himfelf, thinking 
it a very advantageous Oficr for Polignac^ 
promifed that fhe would propofe it to her,- 
and readily gave her Confent : but Poli^ 

nac^ 
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over my Dominions toa AJas ! my liege, 
ary'd Polignac, >fi^hat do I hear ? Have I 
Relations in the World fo bafe as yon 
vould perfuade me ? But if I . have, their 
Infamy will not jnftify your Defires ; how 
can you fo long periecute an unfortunate 
Maidy who ihudders at the Thought of 
i¥hat you propofe i Alas ! of what ad- 
vantage would my Ruin and Di (honour 
be to you ? 

I have already told you, replj^i iht 
King hafiiJy, that I am weary of your Rc- 
fufals ; however, I will yet bear with 'era 
a little longer : a Bufinefs of Importance 
calls me immediately from faencej but in 
twelve days time precifely I will be back 
again ; till then you are your own, but 
at the Expiration, of that time^ you muft 
refolve to be mine. I am fully determined 
not to bear with any the leaft Refiftaoce: 
In my own Dominions fure I am Mafbr, 
and will be obeyed, prepare th erefore to 
leave the Queen, and follow me. At the 
warm Embraces of Love, thisvam Shadow 
€^ Honour will foon vanifh ; nor will die 
Publick dare entertain a Thought to your 
difadvant£^e, but when they fee us to- 
gether, the only thing they will conclude, 
is, that you are at length become reafon- 
able, and that I am for ever made 
happy. 

Thunder- 
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ThtindeT-ftru<^ at thcfe Words, my 
poor Companion endeavoured with In- 
treaties to move the King, and befeech'd 
him td alter his cruel Resolution, but in 
(Tain ; fhe then begg\l a longer Refpite^bot 
he refufed to grant her one moment more, 
and in that manner left her. As foonashe was 
^e,iheflew to theQueen*s Apart ment^and 
drownM in Tears, fhe related all that the 
Rang had faid to her : this poor Ptincefs 
ivept with the Maid ihe lov^d, and then 
began to think of a thoufand Expedients' 
to Tree her from the Danger with wfaidf 
[he was threaten^ ; and, after examining' 
chem all, they concluded, that the beft - 
n^ray was to apply to' the Count deDumii 
ht his Afliftance ; for, cotainu^d the Queea^ 
if ydu cannot niarry him^ as you aflure" 
aie you cannot, you muft, my dear Por^ 
Vgnac; jcfolveto fly the Kingdcmr: there; 
IS .no Convent, no Ssinduary in France^ 
Bcrhere you cou'd be fafe, nor cau any oner 
lelp you . out of the Kingdom- better. 
Jiaii the Count de Dunois. 

The next Morning, as foon as this^ 
Pair^One was out of Bed, (he fent to 
:he old General, defiring- to fpeak with 
lim in her Apartment (^(orby the King's 
Drders fhe now had an Apartment to 
lierfelf ) and he foon came : but his Pity 
and his Anger were at once movM to« 

wards 



J S 8 "Xbe Secret Hijtory 

wards her, and againft the King, at find- 
ing her in fo dejet^ed and melancholy a 
State > and he haftily asking her, on what 
Terms (be ftpod with the King, ihe re- 
lated all his Threats, adding, that m 
twelve days time he was to return, and 
to take her away with him. Here the 
Count renewed his Propofals of inarry- 
ing her that moment, and by that means 
of freeing her from the Perfecutions of 
the King ; but Poligmc, who dill defpe- 
rately lov^d the Count d^Angok/me, con- 
tino'd fome time without being able to 
return him an Anfwer, but in her Looks 
the;. Tumult ^nd Diforder p£ her Seal 
might be read ; and in. that Hurry of 
her SpiritSjftie formM a Refolution, which, 
tho' bold, (he thought neceflary ; and' 
{ummoning up all her Courage:, The Con* 
fidence I am going to repole in you, my 
Lord, faid /be, will doubtlels furprize 
you, but will at the (ame- time convince 
you how much I eflieem ,you : I do not 
deferve your Love, at leaft I do not de- 
£erve it any longer, and this you yourfelf 
mufl: acknowledge, when you have heard 
the Weaknefs of ^ Heart wliich hitherto 
you have thought infenfible. I love, my 
Lord > and fince I have gone thus far, Vil 
fiill be more ingenuous, by not concealing 
the Count d'Angohfme's Name £n>m you : 

Yes, 
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Tes, 'tis he, my Lord, continued fie^ ob- 
ierving the Grief and Surprize which ap- 
peared in the Looks of the Uluftrious Du^ 
nois i ^tis he who undefignedly has made 
SL Conqueft of my Heart, and yet is ft ill 
Ignorant of the fatal Paflion : he makes 
me no Return of Love, nor will he ever 
ido it, fo that I do not xefufe the Honour 
you profer me> in hopes of being one day 
his; no, I am very fenfible that the 
Count d^Ajigflkfme is otherwife engagM, 
but I am in honour obligM to refufb 
you; the illuftrious Count de Dunois ought 
to have a pure untouch^ Heart. You 
will readily believe, my Lord, that I have 
ufed A .thoufand Endeavours to banifh 
this ill^ated Love : the firil Sight of the 
Count d' Angolefme gave this unhappv Paf" 
(ion birth; ever iince that time I have 
been trying to deftroy it^ and, to my 
Affiftance, have fummon^d Reaibn, Pridje, 
and Wifdom, but in vain : fpitcof my- 
felf, and of all my E£forts, I have . been 
obligM to yield. Do not then hate me, 
my Lord, but let my ingenuous Confef- 
fion move your Pity, your CompaiEon is 
the only thing I now oeg you to grant. 

So unufual and unexpeded a Difcourfe 
very much touchM the Count de Dtmois^ 
and he continued . (Ilent for fome confide* 
table time ; at length breaking it^ You 

defire 
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elderly Gentlewoman and her Daughter, 
whofe Quality and Virtues were very 
well known to the whole Court, tho they 
couM not boaft of any great Fortune ,• 
and accompanied by two Gentlemen, and 
a Valet de Chambre belonging to the 
Count de Dunois^ who ferv'd them both 
•for Guides and Guards. Burgundy was 
the Place pitch 'd upon for Polignac's Re- 
treat, .not only becaufe the late Duke and 
the King of France y!trt perpetually at 
^var together, but alfo becaufe that Louis^ 
if ever he fhouM hear of her being in 
Burgundy y Ihoii'd not miftruft the Count 
de Dumis to have had any hand in her 
flight ; that Nobleman having always 
been an inveterate Enemy to the Illm- 
trious Houfe of Burgundy. 

PdfgnaCy who had all along been afraid 
.of being difcover'd, never thought her- 
felf fafe till flie had reach'd the firft Town 
of your Dominions j; where fhe continued 
long enough to hear of the violent Paffion 
Louis fell into, when at his Return to 
Loches he couM not find her. The poor 
virtuous Queen fuffer'd very much from 
his Paffion, but he never once miflrufted 
the Count de Dumis : But Sancerre hap- 
pening to be at that time fomewhere in 
the Country^ and no body being able to 

fatisfy the King where he was, he con- 
cluded 
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eluded that he had certainly ftole PcU^mc 
away ; and his Majcfty ofcen complain'd 
of it to young Bigorre, who finding him 
ia a better humour one day than he had 
been fince his Return, and falling upon 
the old Story, I wonder how you can 
blame him, /aid he to the King ; for fince 
you are not in pofTeflion of the moft beau- 
teous Lady upon the face of the Earcb, 
I wiih to God you had the fame caufe to . 
be angry with me, and that I was the 
happy roffeflbr of that heavenly Beauty, 
and got fomewhere fafe out of your reach 
with her, rather than think that Sancerre 
or any one elfe fhould be run away with 
her. As he frequently took fuch Liber- 
ties as thefe, the Kin;^ little thought how 
fincerely he fpoke his Sentiments. 

I had forgot to tell you, illuilrious 
Princeffes, that Polignac could not refolvc 
to leave France without letting the Count 
d'Angokfme know the farther Weakncli 
of her Soul, which the Adventure of the 
Pifture had but partly let him into : fhe 
therefore refolv'd to write him a Letter, 
well knowing that in two day's time hq 
wou'd come to Loches in his way to -R«- 
crre^ where fhe heard he was going i and 
having finifh'd it, fhe left it with ViHoria 
Pallavicini^ the Queen's firft favourite 
Maid J Vfho promisd to deliver it into 

R 2 his 
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his own hands : and the firft moment flie 
had an opportunity of fpeaking to him in 
private, ihe delivered him the Letter, 
inrhich he opened, and in it read the fol- 
lowing Words. 

To the Count d'AngoIefme. 

I Am flying my Country, my Lord, 
artd every thing th^t was dear to 
^ fnfe in it ,* the King's Perfecutions force 
^ me to it. I cou'd indeed have found 
** out a very advantageous Remedy to 
** this Danger, but it wouM have been 
a cruel one ; for I never can give my 
Heart to another, tho I have no Hope 
left of being ever yours. Adieu, my 
Lord, I have taken the liberty of ex- 
plaining myfelf thxis freely for the firft 
and laft time, feeing that in all pro- 
bability you nevermore will hear any 
*! thing of the Unfortunate 

POLIGNAC 

I Kotwithftanding that the Count cfAn- 
plefnte did not entertain any Sentiments 
of Love for my charming Companion, yet 
did this Letter extremely move him : from 
his Soul he pitied her, and accusM the 
Hardnefs of his Fate, in having made him 
the Iflftrumefit of PUifftac's and m^'Wi- 

fery. 
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fery. However, he fet out from Loches ; 
and, without knowing any thing of the 
matter, pafs^d thro that very Town 
where Polignac was ; whilft fhc began to 
grow heartily weary of it, and rather 
chofe to fpend her time in the Country, 
where fhe might breathe the frefU Air, 
and enjoy the pleafure of walking : Bu«. 
as, for fear of being obferv'd, Ihe would 
not take a large Houfe, one of the Count 
de Dun^ii^s oentlemen had- the Cottage 
in the Foreft fitted up in that agreeable 
manner wie found it i chufing it fo near 
the Caurt:> that we might the oftner 
bear from his Mailer, and receive Letters 
by the Poft : and there fhe fpent Tome 
months, without any other Concern upon 
her but her Love. The Qt^een berfe^f 
ofceo wnit %o her,^ as did feveral of her 
partipwUr Friends ; tho, at the fame time^ 
they were ignorant of the Place of her 
Abod^ 

In >icr Retreat fhe had every thing pror 
vided for her thtt could divert or amufis 
her ; as Qooks, {nftruments, and all kin4s 
of Conveniences : and had not ber fatal 
Paffion dif^urb'd her Repofe^ ihe migbc 
h^ve be^n ^ompleatly happy ; ^or tl^ 
generoi^ Count de Dumh took care th^^t 
flie ihould have a Superfluity ^ every 
thing. Qw of the Qentleme^soifig pxifi 
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day to Ruerre^ to fee what Letters were 
left there for him, brought her word 
that the Count d^Angdefme was at that 
Court, bur without any Equipage. At 
firft (he did not know what to think of 
this Piece of News, but recollefting fe- 
vcral faint Ideas together, (he thooght 
that the Count was in love either with 
the Durchefs or Princefs o( Burgundy ; and 
1 ejecting a lirtlc longer on it, fhe conclu- 
ded it muft be with you. Madam, conti- 
nued Sovereign, addrej[png herfelf to tke 
Archdutchefs. 

Scarce was fhe confirmM in this 

Thought, when fhe began to grow very 

defirous of feeing the Prince once more. 

Upon which, fhe wrote him a little Note, 

telling him where fhe was, and that Ihc 

fhould be glad immediately to fee him^ 

and with it fhe fent the Gentleman who 

liad brought her the news. That very 

day the Duke fet out for the Army, fo 

that he could not fpeak with the Prince ; 

arid for fear that his ftay might have 

frightned Polignac^ he retum'd in the 

•Evening, to give her sin account of his 

not having been able to deliver her Mef- 

■fage ; and he furprizM her extremely, by 

-adding, that he had difcovcr*d' mc a- 

'inongft the Princeflfes Ladies. This was 

a Story file could Qot tell what to make 

"C'; ' -'^ of} 
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of; a thoufand new Fancies fill*d her 
head, and quite overturned the firft 
Scheme of her Sufpicions, ftie began to 
imagiae that I had found the means of/ 
xegaining the Princess Heart, apd that he. 
"was come to.Court on my account. 

Difquieted in Mind (he could not reft 
all that Night, but early the next Morn- 
ing defired the Gentleman to return ;. 
which he willingly did, and had the good 
fortune to meet with the Count alone,, 
who wa$ a little furpriz'd to hear thar 
my [Companion was fo near him, and was 
very much troubled at her requefting him. 
to come and fee. her. However, after a. 
Ihort Paufe he refolv'd to do it ; defiring 
the Gentleman to flay for him, for as fooo- 
as it was dusk he would go with him r 
and accordingly, at the appointed Hour^ 
he got onr horfe-back, and haften'd to 
Bolignac's Cottage. At firft the Prince, 
told her how furprizM.he was to hear of 
her being fo near il««T^i which, done, he 
admired her Retreat, a Cottage in ap- 
pearance, but a Palace in reality s and 
then talked of the violent Grief and Paf- 
fion of the King, when he firft heard the. 
pews of her being fled ; and of the gene- 
rous Behaviour of the Count deDunoiy 
towards her : the Prince carefully avoid- 
ing every 'Word which might introduce 

R-4' * 
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a Difcourfe relatini; to the Sentimectf 
which (he entertainM for him. 

Willing to lacisfy her Coriofity far- 
ther, Pdignacy without any manner of In- 
noduftion^ began to talk of what flic 
moft de fired to know. I have heard, my 
Lcrd, faid {hdy that Sovereign is at the 
Court of Burgundy; is it true? The 
Prince told her it was, and that I \(ras 
in your Service, Madam : He related too, 
or at lead he pretended to relate, tho 
caufe of my coming thither; but was ve- 
ry far from affigning the true one, fincc 
he did not once mention himfelf. Polig" 
vac carefully obfervM the Count fAvg^ 
kfme all the while he was talking of me, 
but could not, in his Words, or Looks, 
fee any thing which could confirm the 
Sufpicions (he had the day before e&ter- 
tain'd : for from it, ihe concluded tfaM 
he was ftill as indifferent towards ifie, as 
during the time we were at Loches toge^ 
gether. She then b^an to talk of the 
Beauties of the Court and Ladies of 
JBurgundj ; and mentioning the Dutcheis, 
the Count dwelt a confiderable time up- 
on her Prai&s. You^ll beftow your wh<5e 
Eloquence upon the Dutchefs, ituerruftd 
Polignacy and won^t have one Word left ht 
the Princefs ; (he is a very fine Lady, they 
%, fhall we not fpeak of her a Iktle ? 

And 
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Arid feeing that at the mention of this 
Name the Count blu(h 'd, and appeared 
in the utmoft Confufion imaginable j Why 
this filence, my Lord ? faidjbe : have notr 
you one Word to fay of the Frinceis. of 
Burgundy? Come^ come, confe& tfac 
Truth ingenuoufly j the Princefs ia the 
Objeft of your Wifhes, and (he it wal 
who deprived poor Sovereign of your 
Heart. Do not fear that any particular 
Intereft or Advantage that I can propofe 
to myfelf makes me thus curioufly to en* 
quire into your Sentiments ; you knov 
mine^ and know that I can fupprefs 'iem, 
and keep 'em within bounds v andtho I 
could not be fo far Miftrefs of myfd^^ 
as to fix 'em where they ought to have - 
been, yet was it not my fiuilc that cvcr^^ 
you had a knowledge of 'em ; and bad 
notXhance betray'd me, you would HiVLt 
have been a Stranger to 'em. Nor need- 
you fear, my Lord, that we * flkU have " 
frequent Converfations on this SubjetSi; , 
lam already accuftomed to fly you, aaft 
I can retire into fuch places^ where evem:' 
die Malice of Fate (hall never make us- 
meet again : But fince we are now toge- 
ther, I would willingly heac the Contef- 
fion of your Love from your o^vn Mouth, 
nor would it be a fmall Comfort to me, 
toheartbat 'tis fcMrtbe Princefs of ifj^r- 

R y ; 
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fjmij you i3gh: tor iince I could no: 
have the Happlneis ot touching your 
Heart, I fhould be g!ad to hear it vas 
not to be touched, bur by this Mafter- 
piece of Heav-en, tor fuch indeed I have 
heard (he is. 

I know no means. Madam, reply i the 
Coiuity wiB fcornd to kave the haft recourfe 
u t^afT Dijjintulathn, of better jultifying 
nyfelf from the Imputation I now lie 
under of never having loved you, thaa 
by frankly o\vniiig that I have long ado- 
red the Princefs ; and ¥rho ever ccuM 
refill the Charms of the beauteous PoUg- 
macy muft already have facrificM his Hear: 
to the divine Princefs of Burgundy. Yes^ 
Madam, I had the Honour of being en- 
gaged in her Service, long before I had 
tha: of feeing you : It was therefore no 
fault of mine to have refilled you ; and 
yet did my Sentiments fall but very (hoit 
of what you could have wilh'd. them : 
for if you had not my Love, at leafl you 
bad all my Admiration and Refped. 

Polignac could not forbear thinking this 
frank Confefllon a very cruel one ; ho\\> 
ever, fhe vas before-hand prepared to 
receive it, and therefore did not ihew 
fo much Concern as (he hecfelf dread- 
ed (he fliculd : and file taUcM feme 
tiir.e to the Prince^ on this head in a very 

gene- 



generous, and fomething of a chearful 
manner i her Looks indeed often betray '(3 
her, but In her Converfation, flie fliew'ci 
-a pr^tty^ ideal; of Courage, till ftie came 
-t<?itake her .leave of him. The Prince 
-told the? he was to fet out the next 
-Morning for France^ and asked her whe- 
ther he could ido her any fervice in that 
Kingdom : fhe told him he could, and 
that Ihe would defire him to carry Let- 
.ters from her to . the Queen, the Count' 
de Dunois^ and fome of her Companions ; 
at the fame time intreatirig him not to 
let them know where fhe was, or that he 
had feen her. They then took their leaves 
of each other; the Prince did it in the 
moft obliging manner poffihle, tho, at the 
fame time, with an Air of Freedom,., 
w^hich Polignac could not for her life put 
on, and her half-fupprefs'd Sighs too 
plainly fpoke what Ihe would willingly 
have concealed. As foon as he was gone, ^ 
fhe gave herfelf up intirely to Grief; but 
to fo lively a Grief, that even the remem- 
brance of it now was very painful to her. 
She found her Paffion as ftrong^s- it had 
ever been, and her Defpair was as cut- 
ipgtp herasi if ihe had once had good rea- 
fon to entertain confident Hopes of him. i 
In this melancholy,, or rather miferahle 
manner,, flie fpent her tipie ; , when the 

Storyv 
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Story of this Cottage was vAA yotii a6d 
you took a fancy. Madam ^ to go and fee 
it. At Night, when PoUguac came home, 
the firft thing (he did, was to run into her 
Chamber, and look for the Count itAi^ 
golefme^s Pi&ure, which fhe had left an- 
der her Bolder, but was terribly far- 
pri2*d at not meeting it there r and 
looking about, flie perceived that every 
thing in her Clofet and Chamber were 
in an unufual Difor^cr. Her Women per- 
ceived it too, and the youngeft of them 
going down to enquire whether any body 
had been there, found the Country WV 
ji:an and her Daughter in a clofe Confe- 
rence ; the latter^ Ihowing the Ribbons 
and Money which had boen given her, 
and telling the old Woman what the fine 
Ladies had faid to her. Upon this, Po^ 
hgnacs Maid hafiening up fhiirs, told her 
what fhe had feen and over-heard : and 
fending for the little Girl, fhe confefs'd 
all, and told *em further, that flie vfis 
wiHing to fee which way thefe Ladies 
went, and (hutting the Door after her, 
file followed them ; and at about a quar- 
ter of a Mile off, ihe law a great many 
more Ladies, and a great many Men on 
horfe-baek, who all rode away together: 
Upon hearing this Story, the Count i:'^ 
JDumh^s Gentleman affured her it could 

be 



be no other than the PrinceiTes and their 
Recinue. 

How cixktl miift this Thought be to 
Polignac ? vfho, haftening into her Oofet^ 
ordered eVefy body to leave her^ and 
throwing herfelf down on a Chair^ Ibe 
gave way to the (hatt>eft Gridf fhe had 
ever felt in her whole Life : for (he at 
once concluded^ that the Count d'Angc^ 
kfmey indulging a Vanity too frequent in 
thofe of his Sex^ had -di&overed her 
Weaknefs to the Princefs, and the Place 
of her Retirement, and made a Merit of 
refufing her proffered Love. What Heart 
that fincerely loves, what Woman with, 
but a tolerable fl^re of Pride> couid 
bear fuch a Shobk as this ? and indeed 
her Rage and Grief had almoft choaked 
her : But at length her Words and Tears 
found a paffage, and foiiiething eafed her 
Pain. No, thou fhalt never fee me, odi- 
ous Princefs, would (he cry, never (haft 
thou h^e the fati^aSion df difdainfuily 
looking at me, and by defpifing me to my 
"face, rhake thy TriumjA over me com- 
pleat. I will fly, for ever fly from thee ; 
even thy own Dominions are large e- 
liough to hidt me from thee, imd to 
iskreen me from the fight 06 that vain 
' Man, who laughs at my Faitis, and thus 
jnfblently makefs a Sacrifice of me. 

After 



374 T'bc Secret Hiftory 

A(tcT fererai tumultuous Refle&ions, 
^'hich^ inftead of healing, did but in- 
creafe her Pains, fhe called for the two 
Gentlemen, and defired that tjiey might 
leave that Place betimes the next Morn- 
ing, or, Uf, le^, as £bon as things could 
be got ready. They anfwer'd, that their 
Orders were in every thing pun&ually 
to obey her Commands, and defired to 
know w hat Place fhe. would be pleafed 
to go to. She told them, fhe wanted 
their Advice, not well knowing where 
to go. After a fhort Confuhation, one 
of 'em propofed the Town of Ghent : 
I have. Madam, faid he, a Siller, who is 
marry 'd there to a Maa of a good. For- 
tune, and who bears £bme fway in that 
Place: They have a very fine Houfe, 
where you will meet with all the Conve- 
niencies you can defire; and what will flill 
be the more agreeable to you^ is, that 
their Houfe is fituated almoft out of the 
Town, in a. place of no Bufinefs, and 
very little frequented : . and my Sifter, I 
dare promife, will n^e it her whole Stu- 
dy to render your Solitude as agreeable to 
you as fhe poflibly can. PoUgnac was well 
pleafed with the Qfier, and without he- 
fitating . in the leaft, ^cc^pted it i and 
baftening to prepare every thing for their 
Journeyj they, fet out the next day, and 

with . 
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^ith all the fpeed they could make reach- 
ed Ghent. 'Twas thither Ihe was gone. 
Madam > when, at our return to the Cot- 
tage, we miffed her, and all her cofUy 
Furaiture ; npr had fhe been there long, 
before fhe heard of your Arrival in that 
Place: Upon which, fhe kept entirely 
within doors^ Nor bjul fhe any thoughts 
of removing from tijUQUce after the Death 
of the late Duke, her retired Life, and 
the Confufion every thing was in, mak- 
ing her believe it impoffible that any 
notice ihould be taken or her. 

Not longp after this, (he received Let- 
ters from the Queen, and fronv the Count 
de Dunoh, who informed her that tlie 
King hearing where the Count de Sancene 
was, had given orders for the apprehend- 
ing him^ and had caft him into Prifon, 
where he had been cruelly ufed, and 
was every day threatened with Death, 
unlefs he woqld.reftore PoUgnac. Fright- 
ned at this, his, Relation Budos^ one of the 
Queen's Maids, whom I have frequent- 
ly mentioned, flew to the King, and 
told him, that Sancene^ fhe was very well 
fatisfy'd, was wholly ignorant of Polignacs 
Flight; and. that if any body had a hand 
in it, it.muft have bieen the Count d^Anga- 
Ufme^ for h^ certainly had. been with her 
DOC long.agp^and bad brought Letters. from 

her 
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her to feveral ac Court ; amongft othenr; 
one to her, and produced it to the King, 
afluring him that fhe believed PoUgMc vras 
in Burgundy. 

The poor Maid, who had done all this 
out of Fear for the Life of fincrrre, cain'd 
the end fhe had propofed to herfelf by 
this Difcovery ; for he was immediately 
fet at liberty, and the Monarches Anger 
was in a violent manner kindled againft 
the Count ^Angolefme and PoNguac. His 
firft Revenge was fpreading feveral Re- 
ports very injurious to her Reputation, 
and he refolred to carry his Arms into the 
Dominions of Burgundy^ and to bring her 
from thence by force. He then uied his 
utmoft Efforts to make the Prince confefs 
where flie was^ but in vain, Ue was too 
generous to do fuch a thing ; nor could 
the King's Threats and ill Ufage prevail 
upon him. It was not long before he 
made himfelf mafter of Burgundy^ and 
he then enquired every where for PoUguac, 
but could not get the leaft Tidings d 
her ; upon which, his Ra^e was doubly 
increafed. At this time it was, that fome 
Propofals of Marriage between the Count 
d*AngoUjme and the Princefs were made 
by the Chiefs of Ghent ; but Louis abfo- 
lucely refufed hearkening to a thing he 
thought would be making the Prince's 

For» 
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Fortune $ and fhould he contribute to the 
Grandeur and Happinefs of one, whom 
he looked upon as his Rival and mortal 
Enemy ^ 

This was the News my Compaftien at 
feveral times received frotn the Fr&uk 
Gouft) and it grieved her to* the Soul to 
think that (he was the Caulb, tho the 
innooent Caufe of that Piince^^ Unhap- 
pmefs, whowaisfi^dttar to her; but if 
her Love wials tMeh'd, t^hax tndk het 
Ho¥Mur be, when (be hvard how injur 
rious to her (ame thofe Reports were 
whith had been fpread ; it touch'd her to 
the very Soul, and her frequent ReSec«» 
ttons on it wei^ by degrees leading her 
into a StMe of t)iftraftion i for (he knew 
not what means (lie coukl now make ufe 
of, to juftify herfelf to the World. There 
was one indeed left, a gloifious one too ; 
the generous Cotuit de Dun^is^ fully per- 
fuaded of her Virtue, ftill offered to mar^ 
Ty her, and a Husband tike him would 
have been a fure Bulwark againft the 
envetiomM Shafts of Envy and Dietradion; 
her Flight, and the CaUfe of it, would 
have been known- to the whole World. 
'What Anm^d (hei do in fucft a cafe, (he 
was (b Mrplex^d, (he could not come to 
any poutive Det^itnination i and in this 
State of Uncertainty ihe contiaued tilt 
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that fatal Day^when the faftious People of 
Ghent cut off the Heads of your two faith- 
ful ^\\\\^ti%JAugQnet and Imbercour ; when 
one of the Gentlemen came in, and gave 
her an account of the Tumult, adding, 
chat he had feen the Count d-Angokfine 
fighting at the head of your few faithful 
Guards and Subjefts. 

This unexpeded News very much 
ihockM her, and ihe knew not how to 
reconcile his Frefence in that Place to the 
King's pofitive Commands to him, never 
to think of you more. She began to 
fancy that fhe probably could diicloie 
feveral things which might be of fervice 
to him ; and ^twas with this View (he 
wrote that fatal Letter, the. Source of all 
the unhappy Count's Mifery. Alas! 
Madam, you may ealily underftand the 
meaning of it now, you know the Prince 
was ftill faithful to you, and was far from 
being in love with Polignac. Had you 
been acquainted before that time with 
the Sentiments of thefe two unfortunate 
Ferfons, you could not have been oflend- 
cd with any part of the Letter, not even 
jiyith th^t which you fo long dwelt upon, 
and, when I undertook his . Vindication, 
fo often repeated: . " Obfey theDecrees 
" of Fate, my Lord, give yourfelf to the 
" Frinced oi Eurpmttf^ ypu have my free 
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'* Confent ; bu As your future Happinefs 
** may in fomc meafure depend upon me, 
•* haften to the Place where the Bearer of 
** this will conduft you : The Rcfolutions 
** I am taking, occafion fome ftruggles 
** within me > to confirm me in them, I 
** muft fee you again, and hear another 
*' Confeffion of your Love/' 

Alas ! Madam, continued Sovereign, bow 
little credit ought to be given to the 
outward Appearances of things ? How 
often have we all thought, for indeed I 
muft confefs my own Error, and fpite of 
what I then (aid, own I was of your o* 
pinion ; how often have we all thought, 
that it was impoffiblc to wreft the Senfe 
of thefe Words, or tcy gi-ve them anothef 
Meaning? How often have I concluded 
with the Dutchefs,, that in his Converfa- 
tion with PoHgnac, there was fomething fo 
paffionate, ^was hnpolHble but that he 
was in love with her ; and yet how fer 
was he from entertatining any Thought 
of that kitid ? You you^elves fhall hear 
his Words^ and be the Judges of his 
Crime. 

Scarce was he got into the Garden, 
where my Gompanion waited for= Wm, 
but by her dcjeded Looks he could fee 
what Torments fhe had endured, and 
how ienfible a Grief ihe had been a Prey 
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to. The fir& thing fhl talked of, was 
thofe Reports which the Ring had fpread 
injurious to her Fame : Tou fee^nw Lord, 
faid^ that whilft lie blafts my Reputar 
tioo, he's ignorant of my greateft Mif- 
Ibrtunes : but they are foreigQ to^my pur- 
pofe^ and I ha\'e other Bufinefs Vrith 
you, my Lord': You love the Prioceis of 
Burgundy^ you have iiigemioufl; coofdsM 
your Love, the Ki»g oppo£es your Hap^ 
{Huefs ; it is in my power» I In^e, to 
Gompteat it, and at once to deftrc^ a]l the 
icandalous Stories that have been fpr«ad 
of loe : and this is vAmc I eodeavoor'd 
to give you to underftand ki the Letter 
"which I juft now fent you. The gene- 
rous Count de Dumis ftill o0ers to many 
me, I have determined to accept his O^ 
fer, and to return to the Queen's Court > 
I £hall certainly £ee the Ktug there^ who 
tho be can entertain ck) hopes of me then, 
yet will, I believe^ deny me nothing : at 
leaft I have Vanity enough to betieveit 
I'll prefs him to conclude a Marriage be^ 
t ween you and the Princefs of Burgundy ; 
the vertuous Queen will fecond me, and 
I do not queftion but we fliall fucceed. 
This is the only Confideration in the 
World which could make me refolve to 
marry the Count de Dumis : but as 'twas 
for my iake that your Happinefs was re- 
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fufed, fo, I hope, by my means it will 
at length be accomplifli'd : and this in 
my Misfortunes will be no little Comfort 
to me, but will make me the better able 
to bear a Yoke, which doubtlefs mull al- 
ways be very heavy, where the Heart 
does not difpofe of the Hand. I am 
tranfported with Joy, Madam, refly^d the 
Prince^ not for my fake, but for your 
own, to fee you upon the point of doing 
juftice to the Love of that .brave Man j 
your own Fortune will be entirely made 
by it, you will be raifed to a Rank wor- 
thy of you, and the Calumnies invented 
by your Enemies will fall upon them* 
felves : Put an end therefore. Madam, to 
your Misfortunes, return triumphant into 
your own native France ; the King will 
never dare attempt any thing againft the 
Wife of the illuftrious. Count de Dunois^ 
that great Name will ftielter you from 
all the Dangers which you have hitherto 
apprehended. As for my part, . I muft 
confefs,Fortune begins to fmile propitiouf- 
ly on me j my approaching Happinefs, I 
dare fay, will add to yours. A few days 
more, and I no longer fhall be a Subjed: 
of the imperious Monarch who leeks your 
Ruin; I fliall then be able openly to 
refill him, for a few days more, and my 
Princcfs beftows both her Hand and 
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Heart upon me. In a few days the 
Princefs beftows her Hand and Heart 
upon you ! re^ljd the furp-iz^d Polignac, 
unable to contain her/elf; you are fhortly 
about to marry the Princefs, I fee : then 
fereweil all Thoughts of France^ farewell 
to my Country, and to the generous 
Count de Dunois for ever ; there is no 
Happinefs in (lore forme, and the Re- 
mainder of my days I muft refolve to 
fpend in a Convent, po not be fur- 
prized, my Lord, this is my laft, my un- 
alterable Refolution ; I would indeed have 
returnM, I would have marry M that 
brave Man too, but *twas in hopes of 
being thereby enabled to contribute to- 
wards your Happinefs. But as it is no 
longer in my power to ferve you, and 
that you have reached the Summit of 
your Blifs without my afliflance, I will 
not make myfelf fo miferable as I fliould 
by this Union ; I muft bid adieu to the 
whole World, and wifh that the who!e 
World would forget me. Live contented, 
live happy, my Lord, whilft I expeft no- 
thing but Mifery. However, propitious 
Heaven perhaps, to whom I devote the 
Remainder of my Days, will look upon 
me with an eye of Pity, and will be plea- 
fed with the perpetual Sacrifice I fhall 
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Tiiake of the only Pafllon my Heart was 
ever capable of feeling. 

Moved with Pity at the Grief of Polig^ 
nacy the Prince could not bear to hear her 
out : But, good Gods, interrupted he^ what 
fatal Refolutipn are you forming ? ThlafCj 
Madam, e'er it be too late, think on the 
virtuous Queen, and the generous Count 
Ae Dunois ; think on all the Friends you 
. have left behind you ; remember that I 
reprefent 'eni all, that *tis in all their 
l^ames I conjure you to alter the dread- 
ful purpofe of your Heart ; think, oh ! 
think on every thing that's dear to you. 
Alas! triy Lord, reflfd Polignac, do you 
know what youar^ now urging, the 
fpcedy Execution of that purpofe ; for 'tis 
all that^s dear to me that obliges me to 
it. 'Tis true, I was at firft ftartled at 
my Thoughts,, and a fecond Refledion oft 
*em moved me very much ; but this Fear, 
this Melting is Weaknefs all : tho Nature 
may be at firft terrify'd, yet will it at 
laft be governed by folid Reafon, I wilh 
you happy, my Lord, heartily wifh you 
fo I nor can I forbear repeating it, and I 
am fo well acquainted with my Heart, 
that I fhall for ever wifh you fo. What 
I beg of you, my Lord, is, that you 
would return me your kind Wiftes, that 
you would fometimes think of me, and 
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pity my Kfisfortunes ; and this is all I 
defire. You (hall ha\'e much more, refljd 
the Prince, you Ihall have my whole Ad- 
miration and Efteem. ^Tis enough, my 
Lord, iinfojer'd PoUgnac, I (ball leave you 
lefs grieved than I thought I fhould: 
Farewell, my Lord, continued Jhe, grvitii 

him her Hand ; farewell — for ever Ot 

this you may be aflfured, whatever part 
of the Earth I (hall fix in, you will there 
have one who will perpetually think of 
you, and will weary Heaven with Vows 
for the Profperity of the only Man whom 
(he has had the misfortune of loving. 
The Prince was very much moved at 
what he heard, and taking PoUgnacs 
Hand, to give her a Proof or the great 
Refpeft he bore her, he kneeled and kif- 
fed it with fome Emotion too. I would 
willingly venture my Life, faid he, to 
have thofe fatal Refolutions altered, but 
I fee that all I can at prefent do is in 
vain ; you will one day, I hope, think 
better of it, and if then I can be of any 
fervice to you, for Heaven^s (ake. Madam, 
let me know it : there are no Dangers, 
no Difficulties but I would willingly go 
thro for your fake ; I would defend you 
againft the King and bis whole King- 
oom. 
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Tou may remember. Madam, faid So»- 
vereign to the Dutchefs qf Bui^undy^ tbac 
a&er this we fiiw PoUgnac^s Face no more^ 
ibe tqraing her Head quite to the other 
lide ; and the leaibo of it y^^s^ that abt« 
to contain herfelf no longer, the Tears 
bedew 'd her Face, and ihe tumVi away 
Vo hide her Wcakotft from the Count 
d^An^kJwK^ and with her Hand made 
fign that he ihould leaye her ; which h^ 
accordingly did : and this thing was the 
Source of all our Grief. Pardon me^ iK 
luftrious Priooefir, if I (ay that without 
this fatal Interview, where we could not 
fi> much as hear a word of what was faid ; 
iwdthout that myflerious Letter, whole 
teal Senfe we were fo far from hitting 
upon, you would not now be Mdximi^ 
UaM\ biut would have rewarded the jull 
Pe&rts of the moft amiable, but now the 
moft unfortunate of Men. 

Here iSiwerW^if's Sighs interrupted her/ 
and (he was obliged to make a (horc 
PauTe ; the poor Dutcheis's Tears flow'd 
in abtmdance, nor was her Sorrow in the 
leaft didembled % but the ArchdutcheC^'s 
Grief was too quick for any outward 
£xpreffioo, too great to find a vent ; from 
ber not a Sigh was heard? not a Tear 
was feen, and the only fign ihe gave of 
Lifc^ was tqf every now and cben cafting 
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her Eyes up towards Heaven^ as if to 
accufe it of Injuftice. 

I have but very little more to tell you, 
r^/«wffrf Sovereign, tuAo had recovered her^ 
feif. News was brought to PoUgnac that 
Evening, that one ot the Princefles had 
been feen in the Garden ; fhc then re- 
callM to mind that they had both been at 
her Cottage in the Foreft, and again be- 
lieved that the Count d*Angolefme had 
ihewM them his Letter, and given them 
iin account of the Appointment. This 
flie took as a new Proof of his Vanity, 
and was griev'd that during the time he 
was with her, (he had not a Thought of 
her former Sufpicion, and talked to him 
about it. Nettled at this new Inftancc, 
or at leaft Sufpicion of his ungenerous 
way of proceeding, Ihe refolved one while 
to ferid for him again, and be iatisfy'd of 
ti-w"^""th ; but upon more ferious Reflec* 
tion, fhe altered her Defign : this tJfagc 
from the Man fhe loved, began to make 
her defpife him and every thing elfe up- 
on Earth ; and that very Night (he fet 
out for this Place, and entred into the 
xnoft regular Nunnery. A pretty large 
Sum of Money made the Abbefs without 
any farther Probation giVe her the Habit 
of a Novice, and the very Morning Ihe 
was to take it, flie received ad Account 
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of the Death, of the Q>unt de Dunois^ 
■which made her with more Courage en- 
ter the Nunnery; and that nothing might- 
fiagger her Refolutions, (he dcfired chat 
flie might fee no body, nor receive any 
Letter during the whole Year of her No- 
viciate : rtor could flie hear what paifed 
in the Country, not underftanding their 
Language. The Twelve-month expired, 
ihe made her VoWs with a great deal of 
Courage, and her Piety and retired Life 
were propofed as Examples to all the reit 
of her Sifterhood. 

*Tis impoflible to exprefs her Surprize, 
when, fome little time after having made 
her Vows, the Letters which, had all 
that while been left for her, were deli-. 
verM to her ; and in the Queen's fhe 
found an Account of the melancholy Life: 
which the Count drAngokfme led ; and 
beginning to underftand a little of the- 
Flemifh Tongue, fhe ask*d fome Queftions- 
about the Princefs, and heard that (he . 
was married to Archduke Maximilian of 
Auflria. So maiiy unexpefied Pieces of 
News very much troubled her at firft ;: 
for that folirary, or, as J may more; pro-? 
perly call it, thatjdie Life which they; 
lead in Nunneries, had rathei* incrisafed- 
than leflenM her Paffiori. Howpver, in^ 
time her Sorrows were become: fo habi- 
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tual to her, that they feemM orach more 
tolerable than they ufed to do. Afid in 
this Stat« file was^wheif on the fadden (he 
beard that yea was arrived at Bruges^ and 
was that moment coming to the Nunnery 
Chappel All this was told her in fbch 
a hurry, and file had fi> litde time to 
CPnfuIt what fhe had beft do, that (he 
walk'd in her Rank to go meet you. 
But when ftic faw yon, faid Savereigh n 
the jirchdutchifs^ aild at the fame tinoe caft 
her Eyes upon me, Ihe wonder'd that mo- 
ment was not her laft, or even that if 
file had had a tboufand Live^^ fbe did 
not lofe Vm all thro Grief and Sorrow 
Her Tean and Sigh$ e^dlaufied al) her 
Strength and Spirits, and ffie ftdtt dowir 
with^t any vifible fign of Life. at our 
feet. 

Tou may rensen^ber. Madam, yoif left 
xne with her, with Orders to kdow the 
whole Truth of what pa&*d between her 
and the Count ffAvgoUfme^ but fhe con* 
tinued in her Swoon ib very long, that 
Inever more espefted her toihew any fign 
of Life, but thought that fhe would have 
died in my Arms. When Ihe recovered, 
the firft thing (be did, was to look very 
fiiedfaftly on every Objeft in- the Room ; 
but Gods ! bow furpri zM* did fhe appear 
when flie fkw^ me ? At firftj file fhriekM 
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out in a very terrible maimer ; ttienr fit^d^ 
her Eyes ftiU upew mine, tttid looked, very 
vildly for fome time ; at ledgtfi fpritiging 
up at once, tho Ihe wa$ at the mat time 
in fuch a condition, one woakl not have 
tfioughr it pofK>ler file cotild^ have rifen, 
ihe Bew towards me^ and flinging her 
Arms r^und my NcdK^ M^ deur^ dear 
Companion, /i/t/yftf; and vmhout utters 
ing a vrordmore, Ifte fwoonfd away a* 
gatn. Tou m«y eaifily bdieveffie was then 
a real ObjeS oP Rcy : t harf however^' 
Strength and Courage enough to uft every 
means I could think oPto bring her to^hei^ 
i^lf again ; and as (bod' a^ fhe reeovtt^d; 
ihe looked up on nte, andf ftieing^ mo- 
cinte drown d in Tearj, ITbu weep, mj^ 
dtar Smmign^ faid fh& : Alas h do ywi/ 
Know what' Wretth ftm mop for ? 1* 
then beg^n to ealk very gentfy to her, thtfft 
1 flight a littte acctiftiMii Hereto an O^- 
je^, which, as it made hctr retcA all faet 
Misfortunes to mind, filled her withh StK 
fpaif. fir this' manner wc^nt thegMst^ 
eft part of the Night r at length I paei-- 
fy'd her pretty wdl^ and herReafonte-- 
sdflTumed its former Seat. I then b^n to^ 
ask her what had pafs^ bet ween her aad< 
the Count S'Angdtfm^^ an j tokt her I was^ 
extremely furprifa^d thata&er luvvkig lov^i 
hijar^ as I b^rdiHe^ had ^one^ ihdeoidd] 
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have courage enough to enter a Nunnery^, 
and by that means to feparate herfelf for 
ever from him. Alas ! my Dear, re^lji 
Jlbe, you want to know the Weaknefs of- 
my Soul, nor will I conceal it from yoa> 
I lov'd the Count d^Angolefme indeed, too 
well for my own RepoCe, I lovM him; but 
I never was lovM by him again : He ilill 
continuM faithful to that happy Princefs 
who firft deprived you of his Heart, and 
'twas his Indifference towards me that 
engaged me to do what I have done. 
Thefe words pierc^ me to the heart ; I • 
Ihudder'd at the thoughts of what was to 
come, and her Hiftory has eorapleatedall 
the Horrors I expe&ed. When (he came 
to that part of it which related to her 
$ufpicions, I afTured her that the Prince 
had never once mentioned her Name to 
.you ; and this, I found, was a vafl Satif- 
taftion to her, being extremely well pleas'd 
that fhe could juftify iieriielf . in efteeming, 
that Man, whom^ had fhe had the greateft' 
caufe in the world to defpife, Ak never, 
could have leamMto hate. 

Alas ! refly'd the. Dut chefs y vjhenSovt'^ 
reign had doncy what G>mfort can I ever, 
hope for ? Was it not I that^^plungM the 
cruel Dagger in the Hearts of my dear- 
Princefs and of the unhappy Count d'An^ 
Ifkfine i Did not lindulge my own, and 
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increafe her unjuft Sufpicions ? Did noc 
I, out of a Defire of Revenge, and Spirit^ 
of falfe Honour, haften this fatal Wed- 
ding ? Did noc I myfelf invite the Arch'- 
duke to come, and for ever to render mjr 
Princefs miferable ? And is this the Re-i 
ward the poor CoMnt d* Angokfme has re- 
ceivM for his Fidelity to her, his RefpeA 
to me, and his Goodnefs to us all ? C|f 
cruel Fate \f aid the Archdutchefs foftly^ thy.' 
£)ecrees cannot be; avoided- A$ (he faid 
this, (he (hut her Eyes, from which.cv^j 
now and then there- iflfued aTear, but very 
(lowly, and in a moft languifhing manner'; 
by which one might plainly fee the Great- 
nefs of her Grief. As for the Dutchefs 
and Sovereign, tho their Sorrows were es^r * 
celfive, yet were they by no means fo 
dangerous, having found a vent. Their 
Words and Tears eafed their Hearts, and ' 
they accufed both Fate and then)fclves, as 
the Inftruments of Fate, in having brought 
this Mifery upon Vm all.': As for the ^ 
Archdutchefs, (Ke onlj^ liftenM to whist 
they faid, or at leaft £he continued filenf, > 
and never once interrupted them, or offer 'd ^ 
to utter a word more during the remain- 
der of that day. This Irifenfi&Slity of her$ ^ 
terrified the D6rche(sj who, fpite of the ^ 
feeming Calmnefs-of her fair Daughter-in- 
Law, could in her Looks reai -fomething : 
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rcry fatal, nor did file hide her Fens 
fixmi Srvereign, 

The Arch-Dutchefi had, for ieireral 
Days, been ont of order, and a Fall from 
her Horfe had bruifed her, and throtro 
^er into a little kind of Fever. Bur, alas i 
vhat vas a BtQif<^ what waa a Fever 
compared to this ^I Story? flie bad 
wronged the Count, the fiuthful Conor 
^Angplefme, and rendered him for eter 
sniferabie. Could Pbifons or Swordf 
be more mortal than facb a Sttt>le af 
ahis ? Every time ihe thought of her 
mnhappy Lover's C6nftancy,that Thoi^hc 
was a Da^er phing\l. to her Hearty 
which open^ the vital ^rces. In riiis 
manner ftie languifhM fome few Say^; 
but at lengthj feeling the cold. Tyraiir 
ofNatureftealit^inuponhex^ herneart 
felt a fudden Tranfport, ami her Eye) 
fparkled with uncommon }by. 

The poor SutcheCi^ nvho miftoolcriiefe 
Synptoms, thought the Princefs bad over* 
eome her Grief, and was row m a ftfr 
way of Recovery ; nor could fhe forbear 
Ihewing the utmoft Saus&dioft to the 
Princess herfelf, who fmiling upon her id 
a very agreeable manner (a Smile fhe re* 
tain'd even in the Horrors of Death) Too 
are miftakcn. Madam, fmdfie^ the Thrcd 
•f Life is Idmofi fpun. Alas ! I heartily 
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beg pardon that I fiiould tejbice at the 
thoughts of leaving you; but confider 
yourlelf how welcome Death muft be to 
Tne, after the injury I have done the moftr 
faithful and moft defcrving Prilice who 
ever drew vital Air : Tvc Toft him, cry d 
jbe, Iwmyown fault I've loft him. O 
cruel Thought ! I never fhall have it kl 
my power, continuid Jhe^ very vaeakJj^ bet 
Voice decaying apace ^ I never flidl have it 
10 my power to make him any reparation, 
not even in Words, for what I have doiltf. 
Be that your task, Sovereigni with itiy 
dying Breath I befeech von fee the Prince, 
again, juftify me as welt as you cM^ aad 
When yout Elocraence fails you, put him 
i A mhid of my Death, and let that ju^^ 
ff me. Pardon^ MacintiRan^ (added fbt^ 
toith a fofArit^pyce^ frefuemfy imerrupeed 
ivitb herSoh) ftndon the Wed:ne& ofa 
Heart which is ftiH too ftoSblt kt a 
Prince whom I have fb dearly lov'd : Par- 
don me, I befeech you, ^tis the laft Of- 
fence I (halt ever commit. 

One would have thougixt tliat*wben the 
Princefs had/aid this fbe had not one word 
more to add ; for (he ffaut her Kfouth 
for ever, and fix*d her Eyes upon the dif- 
confblate Dutchels, the only fign of Life 
or Knowledge ihe gave, and in a few 
hours breath d her laft. But £o great wa$ 
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theDefpair of thcDutchefs^ 'twas thought 
(he would have accompaoied her to the 
Maniions of the Dead. No Comfort that 
was offer'd her, no Length of Time could 
ever remove the Sorrow from her Heart. 
nPheonly thing that could be thought of, 
to put a flop to her dtefperate Refolutionsi 
was to bring the Children of the Arch- 
dutchefs to her; and in weeping over the 
Babes^ (he rememberM what (be had often 
promifedjThat if fhe furvived her Daugh- 
ter-in-Law, fhe would be a Mother to 
her Children. 

Sovereign would never be perfuaded to 
leave the Dutchefe, but fpent the Re- 
mainder of. her Life with her ; nor was it 
long before, (he wrote to the Count d*An* 
gbJymey defiring that whilft fhe lived (he 
might once more fee htm : at the, fame 
time fhe let him know, that fhe had fome- 
thing from the late Archdut chefs to com-* 
municate to him. Who can pretend to 
reprefent the Grief of this Prince at the 
fatal News ? His Sorrow was great and 
fincere 5 and the firft Violence oF it over, 
he obeyed the Summons, and haftenM ta 
Sovereign, There they mutually related 
all that had pafsM, all that each knew : 
But, Gods, what Tears were ftied ! what 
Complaints were utter'd ! what Sorrow, 
what Defpair was felt I Are there Words 
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vhich can express them ? Are there 
Thoughts ^hich can poffibly conceive 
them ? The Dutchefs mingled her Sighs 
and her Concern with theirs, and ther 
-in a becominginanner folemnrz'd. the Deam 
of their moft beauteous and moft uhfor* 
tunate Princefs. .. : . . 

The Memory of the Princefs s£ Bur* 
gundy was ever after dear to the Count 
aAngoIefme, and 'twas againft his Inclina- 
tion, and with the utmoft Averfenefs ima- 
ginable^ that he fome Years afterwards 
obey'd the Commands of his King, who 
order'd him to marry Louifa of Savoy: 
however, he did obey, and ma? ry'd her, 
and from this Marriage fprung Framis L 
the Love * and the Delight rf Ins People, 
whofe Endowments were '. eitrabrdinary, 
and his Virtues toogreat fpr a King ; fo 
that his Probity vand his Politicks were 
often embroilM. 'Twas under this Prince 
that Arts and Learning began to flaurifh • 
in France. Then was it, that Men of 
Quality were no longer afhamed of being 
thought Men of Serife : He was learned 
himfelf, and by that means knew the Va- 
lue of learned Men» whom hed^^ays che- 
ri(h'd and entertained. Had he been bom 
a private Man,^ he would have been the 
moft amiable, the moft perfeS: of Men. 
From this Marriage too fprong Margarina 
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59* fbf Secret Uifleryy &c 
i» yMt his Sfter, fo fomoas io )£A 
and wbo was jufily efleem'd the i 
BeuteoDS^-moft Virtuous, andmcA 
Toid: BxvDcefa of her Age. I ihall 1< 
Home abler Fen to give che World t 
puticakr Advcctures, which would fi 
ciently fotnilh out and embelifli aaoi 
Hiftoty. 
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